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This quarter we are going to be 
learning more about God’s kingdom. 

We begin with a unit on “Under-
standing God’s Kingdom.” Lesson 1 
shows us that the values of the king-
dom of God are exactly opposite of 
the world’s values. In the succeeding 
three lessons, we will see how the per-
fect moral law of God will prevail in the 
kingdom and that the kingdom will be 
victorious and grow.

Unit 2 will deal with how we should 
respond to God’s kingdom. First, we 
should pray, and Christ gave us in-
structions on how to pray and encour-
agement to do it. Jesus also taught 
us to be sure to respond positively 
to God’s kingdom invitation, and He 
warned us of the dire consequenc-
es for those who did not (lessons 6 
through 8). In the last two lessons of 
this unit, we see the importance of 
spiritual receptivity and forgiveness in 
God’s kingdom.

In the final unit, the stories of the 
prodigal son, the laborers in the vine-
yard, and the Pharisee and the publi-
can will highlight how the grace of God 
is central to entering His kingdom. Let 
us be grateful for this grace!
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NOTES

MATT. 5:1 And seeing the multi-
tudes, he went up into a mountain: 
and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him:

2 And he opened his mouth, 
and taught them, saying,

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: 
for they shall be called the children 
of God.

10 Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before 
you.

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: 
but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Fa-
ther which is in heaven.

LESSON 1 JUNE 4, 2023

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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ANALYZING
When Matthew wrote his Gos-

pel, he focused on the fact that Je-
sus was the promised Messiah, the 
King. The sermons he included, the 
miracles he recorded, and the numer-
ous quotations from the prophets he 
used show that Jesus is the one who 
God had said would come to fulfill all 
of His promises. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
talked much about His kingdom. He 
was telling His disciples that those 
who are a part of His kingdom, those 
who truly trust in Him, will find true 
happiness or fulfillment by living ac-
cording to God’s principles, which 
are totally upside down from those of 
the world.

1. Fulfillment in relationship to 
God (Matt. 5:1-6). Jesus’ teaching 
was radically different from the in-
struction of the other religious teach-
ers of His day. He said that believers 
found fulfillment because they desired 
to please God. He knew that no man 
living by his own wisdom would ever 
please God. Instead, people would 
seek their own ends and find out too 
late that they could not be truly ful-
filled without God.

Christ’s message was that one must 
first come to God and be forgiven. 
Trusting God is what enables a man 
to do what pleases God. A man who 
lives apart from God becomes proud 
of his own spiritual choices. A person 
who truly belongs to God has a spirit 
that is humble and willing to be gov-
erned. He is fulfilled because Christ is 
in control of his entire life.

The man who seeks fulfillment apart 
from God tries to ignore sin. He thinks 
that he can simply call it something 
else and escape the guilt. But the man 
who belongs to God mourns his sin. 
He knows he will never come to the 
place of true fulfillment by pursuing 
the empty things of this world. When 
he goes to Christ for forgiveness and 
cleansing, he will not be disappointed.

The man who seeks happiness in 
his own way thinks that it comes from 
using others for his own personal gain. 
The world believes that it is best to put 
up barriers so that the troubles of other 
people will not bother them. Christ said 
that the true believer pleases God since 
he will tear down such barriers and be-
come vulnerable in service to others. 
He might get hurt, but so did Christ.

Fallen man thinks he will be happy 
if he can just do something that will 
qualify as the religious part of his life 
while he lives the rest of life apart from 

Upside-Down Kingdom
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16

Related Scriptures: Psalm 24:1-6; Isaiah 66:1-2; 
Luke 6:20-26; Hebrews 11:36-38

TIME: a.d. 28 PLACE: mountain near Capernaum

GOLDEN TEXT—“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).


