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LOOKING AHEAD
This quarter we focus on people 

of valor in the Bible. Joshua told the 
sun to stand still, Gideon tore down 
the altar of idols, Jonathan attacked 
an enemy outpost with only one ally 
because he trusted God, and Elijah 
boldly delivered God’s message of 
judgment to a wicked king.

Other heroes were courageous in 
the face of threats. Abijah stood for 
God’s truth, and Hezekiah refused 
to panic but prayed and worked in 
faith—both saw God bring victory. 
Nehemiah worked through mock-
ery and danger to rebuild Jerusalem,  
Esther risked her life to save the Jews 
from annihilation, and Jeremiah called 
people to repentance despite death 
threats. Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego also risked their lives.

New Testament believers showed 
courage for Jesus. John the Baptist 
preached boldly. Peter and John 
proclaimed Jesus as Lord despite 
threats from the religious leaders 
who had helped kill Him! Paul faced 
his accusers to share the gospel and 
his calling with them.
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JOSH. 10:1 Now it came to pass, 
when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and 
had utterly destroyed it; as he had done 
to Jericho and her king, so he had done 
to Ai and her king; and how the inhab-
itants of Gibeon had made peace with 
Israel, and were among them;  

2 That they feared greatly, because 
Gibeon was a great city, as one of the 
royal cities, and because it was great-
er than Ai, and all the men thereof 
were mighty. 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of Je-
rusalem sent unto Hoham king of He-
bron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, 
and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and 
unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, 
that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath 
made peace with Joshua and with the 
children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the Am-
orites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king 
of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered 
themselves together, and went up, they 
and all their hosts, and encamped before 
Gibeon, and made war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto 
Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, 
Slack not thy hand from thy servants; 
come up to us quickly, and save us, 
and help us: for all the kings of the 
Amorites that dwell in the mountains 
are gathered together against us. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, 
he, and all the people of war with him, 
and all the mighty men of valour.

8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, 
Fear them not: for I have delivered 
them into thine hand; there shall not a 
man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited them 
before Israel, and slew them with a 
great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased 
them along the way that goeth up to 
Beth-horon, and smote them to Aze-
kah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled 
from before Israel, and were in the going 
down to Beth-horon, that the Lord cast 
down great stones from heaven upon 
them unto Azekah, and they died: they 
were more which died with hailstones 
than they whom the children of Israel 
slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord in 
the day when the Lord delivered up the 
Amorites before the children of Israel, 
and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, 
stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, 
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their ene-
mies. Is not this written in the book of 
Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lord hear-
kened unto the voice of a man: for the 
Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel 
with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

LESSON 1 JUNE 6, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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ANALYZING
In this quarter, we will explore the 

courage of the heroes of Scripture, 
birthed through their trust in God. 
Our first unit of lessons focuses on 
brave leaders who took courageous 
action to achieve the plans of God. 
We begin this week with Joshua and 
his audacious faith. God used his 
courage to bring blessing and lead 
God’s people to victory.

1. The enemy army musters 
(Josh. 10:1-6). The setting for this 
week’s great act of courage is near 
the beginning of Israel’s conquest of 
the Promised Land. The word about 
Israel’s strength and victory was get-
ting around, and nearby kings were 
stricken with fear. This is the natural 
response to the power of the Lord 
from those who oppose it.

The king of Jerusalem, which would 
one day become Israel’s capital, had 
become especially alarmed when Is-
rael signed a peace treaty with one of 
his strongest neighbors, Gibeon. The 
treaty between Israel and these fight-

Joshua Commands the  
Sun to Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15 

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:5-9; 23:1-13; Isaiah 38:4-8; 60:19-22

TIME: between 1405-1398 b.c. PLACES: Gilgal; Gibeon

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).

ers, along with the word that God had 
ordered His people to completely de-
stroy all their enemies, was enough to 
unify Israel’s enemies.

The king of Jerusalem was able 
to form an allied force of five local 
kings, but even with five kings to-
gether they did not dare to attack 
Israel directly. Instead, they hoped 
to weaken them by defeating their 
new allies in Gibeon. The Gibeonite 
fortifications must have been strong, 
because they were able to hold out 
long enough to send a messenger to 
Joshua with a plea for help.

2. The Lord’s battle begins 
(Josh. 10:7-11). The men of Gibeon 
were right to rely on the honor and 
courage of Joshua. As soon as he 
got the message, he broke camp 
and headed out. He personally led 
the entire army with all its best fight-
ers to help Israel’s new allies. Joshua 
acted in such good faith with those 
who had deceived him and was bold 
enough to take the risk of battle on 
their behalf.

Joshua and his troops were then 
emboldened by a message from the 


