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LOOKING AHEAD
This quarter of study features Paul’s 

two letters to the Corinthian church.
Lesson 1 gives instructions to a 

divided, troubled church. Lesson 2 
compares the wisdom of this world 
to the knowledge obtained in Christ. 
Lesson 3 describes the life built on 
Christ, the believer’s only founda-
tion. Lesson 4 speaks of our body as 
the temple of the Holy Spirit. Lesson 
5 instructs us about being a good 
example to others.

Lesson 6 is on the Lord’s Supper, 
its origin and significance. Lesson 7 
will stir your heart with its account 
of the history and proof of Christ’s 
resurrection. Lesson 8 provides en-
couragement in troubled times, and 
Lesson 9 details the parameters of 
the new covenant.

Lesson 10 relates the reality of the 
believer’s home—heaven. Lessons 
11 and 12 tell of our earthly responsi-
bilities as Christ’s ambassadors and 
identifies our spiritual weapons. Les-
son 13 is about Paul’s “thorn in the 
flesh” and shows how God’s power 
is manifested through our weakness.
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PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

NOTES

LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

I COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on 
your behalf, for the grace of God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are  
enriched by him, in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no 
gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren,  
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly  
joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto 
me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every 
one of you saith, I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and 
I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul cru-
cified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the house-
hold of Stephanas: besides, I know 
not whether I baptized any other.
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ANALYZING
The authorship of I Corinthians has 

been undisputed since the first cen-
tury. The apostle Paul wrote the epis-
tle from Ephesus while on his third 
missionary journey (I Cor. 16:8, 19). It 
was likely written in the first half of a.d. 
55. The apostle intended to remain at 
Ephesus until Pentecost (May), a.d. 
55. He hoped to winter in Corinth; 
he was making his plans even as he 
wrote the letter (4:19; 16:6-8).

Luke relates the founding of the 
Corinthian church in a.d. 50-52 during 
Paul’s second missionary journey 
(Acts 18:1-11). Paul arrived in Corinth 
after his visit to another city of the 
Achaean peninsula, Athens. This visit 
to Athens had impressed upon Paul 
the foolishness of worldly wisdom. He 
was determined to write and preach 
the message of the Cross, however 
offensive it might be to the philoso-
phies and polytheistic, heathen values 
of the prevailing culture (I Cor. 2:1-5).

The Corinthian letter establishes 
the serious issues that had enveloped 
the Corinthian church in the three 
short years of his absence (a.d. 52-

55). There were a remarkable number 
of problems, including cliques and di-
visions, abuse of the sacraments, dis-
order during worship, extreme moral 
laxity, sexual impropriety, and serious 
theological misunderstandings.

We can scarcely imagine a great-
er litany of dysfunctional church be-
haviors. It is hard to believe that all 
these difficulties could surface in a 
church founded and mentored for a 
year and a half by an actual apostle.

Paul received an oral report from 
several people in the household of 
Chloe detailing the activities and 
worldly behaviors of those who made 
up the church in Corinth (I Cor. 1:11). 
Paul was so dismayed that he imme-
diately wrote the congregation with 
apostolic advice and reprimanded 
them from his lodgings in Ephesus. 

Many of the problems of the  
Corinthian church stemmed from 
either asceticism (extreme self-de-
nial) or hedonism (extreme overin-
dulgence). Hedonism included eat-
ing food sacrificed to idols (chapters 
8—10), drunkenness at the Lord’s 
table (11:17-33), and blatant sexual 
immorality (5:1-12; 6:12-20). Other 
activities which displayed disregard 

Divisions in Corinth
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 1:1-16 

Related Scriptures: I Corinthians 10:31-33; I Corinthians 12:1-31

TIME: a.d. 55 PLACE: from Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 
1:10).


