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LOOKING AHEAD
This quarter’s lessons are from the 

New Testament book of Romans. Ro-
mans is Paul’s longest letter and was 
written from Corinth to the church in 
Rome around a.d. 56. The opportunity 
to write from Corinth, the pressing bur-
den of delivering the Gentile love-gift to 
Jerusalem, and the prospect of finally 
visiting the church at Rome collectively 
prompted Paul to write this letter.

The first three lessons lay the ground-
work for Paul’s ministry. He states his 
plans to visit the church in Rome and 
then launches into a defense of the 
gospel. The second and third lessons 
reflect Paul’s account of man’s sinful-
ness and God’s gift of salvation through 
His imputed righteousness.

The second unit has four lessons 
dealing with justification by faith. 
Righteousness is a by-product of 
faith in Jesus Christ after we die to 
sin and are alive in Christ.

The final unit of five lessons de-
scribes the implications of the gospel. 
For those who are in Christ Jesus, 
there is the anticipation of final re-
demption and eternal life. 
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NOTES

ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have 
a prosperous journey by the will of 
God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spiri-
tual gift, to the end ye may be es-
tablished;

12 That is, that I may be comfort-
ed together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ig-

norant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even 
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, 
and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.

LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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ANALYZING
The book of Romans is a large 

and expert summation of all doc-
trines and principles of the Christian 
faith mentioned in its sixteen chap-
ters. The author, the Apostle Paul, 
probably wrote the epistle around 
a.d. 56. He had never been to Rome 
or met the believers there. Howev-
er, the faith of the Roman Christians 
was well known, and Paul had de-
sired to visit them for quite a while 
(1:8, 13).

The Roman church may well have 
been started by Jewish pilgrims who 
had been in Jerusalem for Pentecost 
and become believers (Acts 2:10-11). 
They had the unparalleled experience 
of witnessing the first multiethnic cru-
sade by a uniquely commissioned 
apostolic evangelist—Peter (vss. 40-
41). The faith of the Roman Chris-
tians was proclaimed “throughout 
the whole world” (Rom. 1:8), and the 
Roman church seemed to function 
rather well despite the tensions that 
existed between Jewish and Gentile 
believers.

1. Paul’s thankfulness for Ro-
man believers (Rom. 1:8-12). Paul 
was a participant in rejoicing over 
the salvation and spiritual growth 
of a mixed people group. Not only 
were the Christ-followers in Rome 
true Christians, but their witness as 
a group was significant. The news of 
their presence in the “world capital” 
had spread to wherever there were 
followers of Christ.

Although Paul was not the origi-
nal or immediate evangelist to these 
Roman believers, he was genuine-
ly thankful for their presence in the 
kingdom of God. Because of the 
unusual beginning of the Roman 
fellowship—believers of different 
ethnic backgrounds forming a com-
munity of faith—Paul wanted to visit 
them. His writing seems to reflect 
a mutual appreciation. There was a 
heartfelt desire to observe Christians 
who were making their way without 
apostolic leadership or a geographic 
proximity to the beginning location 
of the Christian faith (Jerusalem).

2. Paul’s gospel emphasis (Rom. 
1:13-15). Paul focuses much of his at-
tention on the assumed mutual loyalty 

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17 

Related Scriptures: I Thessalonians 1:1-4; I Corinthians 1:18-24;  
Galatians 3:10-14

TIME: a.d. 56 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16).


