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The upcoming lessons will be a joy 
and a challenge to teach. While you 
will be presenting concepts that are 
unfamiliar to the children, you will be 
laying the groundwork for future un-
derstanding of God’s Word. The thir-
teen lessons are taken from two of 
Paul’s letters to the Corinthians. The 
first unit, focusing on passages from 
I Corinthians, addresses a variety of 
problems that developed in the Co-
rinthian church. All point to the fact 
that the people began following men’s 
ideas rather than God’s. In every case, 
troubles among believers occurred.

Lesson 1 focuses on how the ways of 
men cause division and strife. In con-
trast to this, God’s people are called  
to serve God in love and unity for His 
glory. Lesson 2 continues addressing 
the troubles in the church in Corinth. 
Paul admonished the Corinthians for 
elevating the wisdom of human lead-
ers above the wisdom of God (cf. Prov. 
3:13). 

Lesson 3 takes us to the answer for 
the problems in the church—build-
ing our lives on the foundation of  
Jesus Christ. Lesson 4 will focus on 
the believer’s body as God’s temple. 
The children will be encouraged to 
keep this temple pure and clean so 
that they can serve God effectively. 
The focus of lesson 5 calls attention to 
another problem within the church—
believers’ liberty in Christ versus their 
deference for weaker Christians. To 
be a good example for weaker Chris-
tians, we must, sometimes, limit our 
liberties. 

In preparation for Easter, lesson 6 
highlights the Lord’s Supper. The Lord 

tells all believers, through His Word, to 
remember the great sacrifice He made 
for them. Lesson 7 focuses on the joy 
and assurance we have because of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The second unit highlights Paul’s 
encouragement to troubled Christians. 
In lesson 8, the students will learn that 
God is the Father of all mercies and 
comfort. Because God has shown 
us grace and comfort, we in turn can 
extend His comfort to others. Les-
son 9 deals with the topic of Jesus 
showing us the glory of God. Trust-
ing Jesus as Saviour is the way to the  
Father, and the Holy Spirit shows 
God’s glory to others through us. 

In lesson 10, the students will learn 
about Paul’s encouragement to the 
church concerning the eternal hope 
of a home in heaven when our earthly 
bodies pass away. Paul’s encourage-
ment to the church continues in lesson 
11 as the students will be inspired to 
be bold ambassadors for Christ. 

In lesson 12, Paul warns that we 
must avoid living according to the at-
titudes and philosophies of the world. 
Through reliance on God, His Word, 
and His Spirit, believers should live to 
please God in all their thoughts, atti-
tudes, words, and actions. Last, in les-
son 13, the students will learn about 
Paul’s “thorn in the flesh.” It will be a 
suitable way to end the quarter.

Teaching the Bible to others is a 
privilege, and teaching children is a 
great challenge. Imparting Bible truths 
brings the greatest eternal blessings.

Your friend,

Mrs. Oslin

EDITORIALS

DEAR PRIMARY TEACHER:
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The story is told of a great college 
football coach who began the training 
for each season by holding up a foot-
ball and saying, “Gentlemen, this is a 
football.” That was a man who recog-
nized the importance of the basics. 

When teaching a Bible class for chil-
dren, you can find a plethora of clever 
quotes, captivating games, and cute 
craft ideas to occupy children with fun 
activities. This seems to be the con-
temporary trend of children’s work, 
but—“Ladies and gentlemen, it’s all 
about Jesus.”

Evaluate your schedule. Compare 
time spent teaching the Bible with 
time spent in other activities. Bear in 
mind that activities that reinforce bib-
lical truths are learning experiences for 
children. Check the purpose and  focus 
of each activity. Get rid of irrelevant 
activities and enjoy learning the Bible 
together. Think of it as hitting the reset 
button. Reboot your class to get rid of 
all the meaningless activity and refocus 
simply on God’s Word. 

Your class does not have to be a 
drudgery (either for you or for the chil-
dren). They will enjoy learning what you 
enjoy teaching. Games and activities 
are valuable and necessary as long as 
they supplement learning God’s Word. 
Keep the main thing the main thing. In 
Sunday school, the main thing should 
be teaching God’s Word.

What are the basics of teaching 
Sunday school for children? Prepara-
tion should start long before you set 
foot in church on Sunday. First, you 
must prepare the material to teach. 
Begin early in the week. Read the les-
son. Immerse yourself in the Scripture, 
keeping the Object in View and Truths 
to Stress of the day’s lesson foremost 
in your mind. Explore additional Scrip-
ture and fill your heart and mind with 

all the information that is available.
As you pray daily for the children, 

invite God to apply the truths to your 
heart so that you can effectively minis-
ter to the hearts of the children. If God 
has not worked His truths into your life, 
the children will detect your pretense. 
You cannot turn on your Christianity as 
you drive to church. You cannot simply 
teach God’s Word as you would teach 
math or spelling. Each truth must flow 
from the heart of God through you to 
the children. If God is not alive in your 
life during the week, it will be obvious 
to the children and everyone else you 
meet. They need to see a Christian 
who loves the Lord and lives God’s 
truths every day. 

The truths you teach the children are 
undoubtedly the greatest lessons for 
living. Nothing will help a child more in 
this life than learning God’s ways. 

Second, you must get to know the 
children in your class. Interact with 
them. Show them that you care about 
them and what is happening in their 
lives. Use every precious moment 
that you have with them. Make sure 
your preparation is completed before 
they arrive. Redeem every moment 
that you have with the children. Get 
to know their families. Ask about their 
week; show them that their concerns 
are important to you. Make a list so 
you can pray effectively for them and 
check on things the next time you see 
them. 

The children need to know that you 
genuinely care for them. It has been 
said that people will not listen to what 
you have to say until they know that 
you care. Children are no different. 
Make an extra effort to interact with 
them. When they come to Sunday 
school, make sure they know that 
someone cares for them. They need to 

BACK TO BASICS
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see a teacher who loves and delights 
in serving the Lord Jesus.

How do we learn Bible truths? When 
biblical truth is presented, the Holy 
Spirit interacts with us to bring our 
thoughts in line with God’s thoughts. 
The Holy Spirit works as surely in a 
child’s life as He does in the life of an 
adult. The major difference is that a 
child has not yet learned to be skep-
tical or suspicious. He does not have 
the doubt and defenses that adults 
have developed. The innocence of a 
child allows him to take God at His 
Word. Training a child while he is 
young is essential to capturing his 
heart for God. 

Teachers should want their classes 
to be the best they can be. When the 
children arrive, be ready! Plan to seat 
them where you want them. If a child 
tends to present challenges to being 
taught, guide him with a suggestion to 
sit close to the front. Encourage those 
who talk during class to separate seat-
ing places when they enter. You may 
want to place a quiet child between 
them. Mix up the seating.

As they enter the room, greet each 
one and quietly take command. By 
your words and demeanor, let the chil-
dren know that God has placed you in 
charge. When you want the children 
to do something, do not ask, “Would 
you like to color now?” Some child will 
answer no.  Have confidence that God 
has placed you in the Sunday school 
room to teach His truths. Kindly let 
the children know what is expected by 
giving instructions. 

Children will give an effort to live up 
to your expectations. If you are looking 
for a problem child to give you prob-
lems, he will be glad to meet your ex-
pectations. Trust that God has great 
expectations for each child and that 
the Holy Spirit is working in the child’s 
life to bring him to Christ or to make 
him more like Christ. 

Your voice is a valuable tool, not 

only in communicating but also in con-
trolling your class. You do not have to 
enforce total silence with shushing be-
fore you begin. If you use an engaging 
introduction presented with excite-
ment, you will grab your students’ at-
tention. Your voice does not need to be 
loud. Quite the contrary, a quiet voice 
tends to make them stop talking so that 
they can hear what you are saying. By 
presenting something that interests the 
children, their focus will be on you, and 
the class will have begun.

Interaction is the key to learning for 
this generation. Engage the children 
in what you are saying. Get their help 
when you are passing out materials 
or displaying visuals. Involve them in 
the lesson by reading a sign aloud as 
you put it up. Anything that elicits a re-
sponse will keep them involved in lis-
tening. It may be as simple as calling 
the name of a child as you teach. 

Using questions as you teach can 
help you know whether the children 
are actively listening or whether they 
are just looking at you. When a child 
listens, he will be thinking along with 
you and not merely hearing the words. 
Asking questions demands that they 
think along with you and that you pres-
ent the material in a way that is under-
standable. 

Most of all, give the children a rea-
son to listen. Remember that the 
truths you are teaching count for 
eternity. Each Sunday, be sure you 
have allowed God to implant the les-
son truths in your own life. Live what 
you are teaching, and genuinely care 
about each child.

God loves each child more than you 
can imagine. Each one is precious 
in His sight. Seek to view each child 
through God’s eyes. Treat students 
with respect and love them with God’s 
love. Teach them God’s truths. At the 
end of each lesson, give them the op-
portunity to decide to trust and obey 
God’s Word.
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LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022 

Stop Arguing!
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 

1:1-16

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I be-
seech you, brethren, . . . that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judg-
ment” (I Corinthians 1:10).

Scripture Lesson Text
I CORINTHIANS 1:1 Paul, called to be 

an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of 
God, and Sosthenes our brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on your be-
half, for the grace of God which is given 
you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are enriched by 
him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of Christ was 
confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no gift; 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you unto the 
end, that ye may be blameless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called 

unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of 
you, my brethren, by them which are of the 
house of Chloe, that there are contentions 
among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one of you 
saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of 
Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for 
you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of 
you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had baptized 
in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the household of 
Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I 
baptized any other.

Paul urged believers not to fight 
with one another. 
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NOTES ON THE LESSON
As we begin a study of Paul’s let-

ters to the Corinthians, we launch into 
many of the basic essentials of a fruit-
ful Christian life. The major focus of the 
first letter to the church of Corinth was 
to correct wrong behavior. 

After reminding the believers of the 
grace and gifts they had received from 
God along with their salvation, Paul 
makes their position in Christ clear. 
They are saints who are righteous in 
the sight of God through Jesus Christ. 
Their position in Christ is holy, but their 
actions are not. He thanks God for 
what He has done in their lives and 
then admonishes them to behave in ac-
cordance with their position in Christ.

THE OBJECT IN VIEW:
A person who has trusted Christ as 

Saviour is expected to behave in ac-
cordance with his position in Christ. 

TRUTHS TO STRESS:
1. When we trust Christ, He changes 

us, and this change should be evident 
in our behavior. 

2. When a person trusts Jesus as 
Saviour, God expects the change to 
show up on the outside.

3. God wants His children to love 
one another and to live in peace with 
one another. 

PLANNING VISUAL AIDS
We will be focusing on Paul’s letters 

to the Corinthians. If you have the op-
portunity, write a letter to each child, 
encouraging him to follow Christ. 

For Beginning the Lesson, bring in 
several miscellaneous letters. 

For Telling the Lesson, you will need 
a missionary letter and a map that 
shows the location of Corinth. 

For Telling How to Live, you will need 
a large cutout of a girl or boy. Print 
these phrases on the shape: “arguing,” 
“saying bad words,” “lying,” “talking 
back,” “fighting,” “being unkind,” “be-
ing selfish.” You will also need a pen or 
marker. On strips of paper, write these 
phrases: “be kind,” “help others,” 
“put others first,” “listen when others 
speak,” “smile,” “stop arguing,” “an-
swer calmly.”

For Helping to Remember, have a 
cutout shaped like a person for each 
child. The children will need crayons, 
markers, or colored pencils to com-
plete their cutouts. 

BEGINNING THE LESSON
(Bring several letters of different 

types, such as a bill, sales promotions, 
cards, information. Show letters to the 
children.) People send letters because 
they want to communicate something. 
These letters were sent because peo-
ple had a message for me. (Hold up the 
letters.) Look through these letters with 
me. (Take a moment to look quickly 
through letters. Discuss who they are 
from and their purposes: bill, news, 
friendly, selling something.) 

Raise your hand if you like getting 
letters in the mail. Who do you get let-
ters from? (Allow children to respond.)

When we want to communicate with 
someone, we can send a letter. Before 
there were computers, people used 
pen and paper to write letters. They 
would then put them in the mail to be 
delivered several days later. 

Even in Bible times, people commu-
nicated to those far away by writing 
down what they wanted them to know 


