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This quarter is about proclaiming the 
gospel of Christ. The three units fea-
ture the teachings of the apostle Paul. 
The main focus of the quarter is righ-
teousness. Examining Paul’s life and 
his teachings will enable students to 
realize that salvation and righteousness 
are imparted by faith alone. They will 
clearly understand the saving power of 
the gospel and the work that God the 
Father, God the Son, and the God the 
Holy Spirit do in salvation. Additionally, 
students will recognize their responsi-
bility to share the gospel, both in their 
community and also around the world. 

The first unit, lessons 1 through 3, 
lays the groundwork for telling the 
good news by looking at both Paul’s 
boldness in sharing the gospel and 
our unrighteousness before salvation. 
The lessons reinforce the foundational 
concept that no one is righteous, be-
cause God’s standard for righteous-
ness is perfect holiness. Students will 
be introduced to God’s judgment of 
sin and His wrath against sin. Rather 
than focusing on punishment, a better 
strategy may be to help them see that 
faith in Christ means they have no rea-
son to fear God’s wrath because they 
will not experience it.

Unit II, lessons 4 through 7, exam-
ines how one is made right with God 
by placing faith in the risen Lord and 
living a transformed life in Christ. Stu-
dents will learn that God imparts righ-
teousness by faith alone, so there is no 
cause for trying to earn righteousness. 
You will help students see that the re-
sult of salvation is a transformed life. 
They must have time to reflect on their 
relationship with Christ to determine if 
they have been made alive in Him, and 
sin is no longer in control.

The third unit, lessons 8 through 13, 
considers the benefits and responsi-
bilities of those who have experienced 
the gospel’s life-changing power. Stu-
dents will learn about the remarkable 
benefits of salvation. First, and fore-
most, salvation ensures that we have 
the secure promise of eternal life in 
heaven. God promises that nothing 
can separate us from Him, and since 
He is for us, nothing can be against 
us. As you teach about the Holy Spirit, 
who helps and sustains Christians, fo-
cus on prayer as the way believers get 
to know God’s will for their lives. The 
unit concludes with a focus on evan-
gelism. Students must understand the 
importance of supporting missions. 
Help students understand that there 
are many people who do not know 
Christ, and Christians have a respon-
sibility to tell people about Jesus. Fo-
cus on Paul’s desire to go anywhere 
and talk to anyone about Jesus. Stu-
dents should realize that the gospel 
must be preached, but before it can be 
preached, the preachers must be sent. 
Encourage the students to be a part of 
the preaching or the sending.

I pray that the lost students will un-
derstand the difference between religion 
and a vibrant relationship with Christ 
and that they will be saved by the power 
of the gospel of Christ. For the ones who 
have already trusted Christ as Saviour, 
I pray the lessons will affirm and deep-
en their relationship with God. I pray for 
you, as you teach the truths of salvation, 
that your walk with Christ will become 
stronger than ever as you lead students 
to the Lord. To God be all glory for ev-
erything He has done!

 Blessings,

 Janet Claytor

EDITORIALS

DEAR PRIMARY TEACHER:
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“For I am not ashamed of the gos-
pel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that belie-
veth” (Rom. 1:16). The words of the 
apostle Paul reveal the foundational 
truth of God’s plan for every person. 
God’s desire is for all people to be 
saved. The message of salvation is not 
communicated man to man but God 
to man. It has eternal value in that it 
determines a person’s eternal destiny, 
heaven or hell. Consequently, the ef-
fective sharing of the gospel message 
is of utmost importance.   

Perhaps there has never been a more 
effective communicator of the gospel 
of Christ, other than Christ Himself, 
than the apostle Paul. He was trans-
formed from persecutor to preacher by 
the powerful gospel message of Jesus 
Christ. Paul was an effective commu-
nicator of the message of Jesus—why 
He came, His death and resurrection, 
and our redemption by faith alone. 
Paul never used lofty words or impres-
sive wisdom when communicating. His 
desire was to be on common ground 
with his audience without compro-
mising God’s message. He was never 
condescending or arrogant but boast-
ed only in the Lord by giving God the 
glory for his success in ministry.

Paul was definitely a master commu-
nicator, so his success in sharing the 
gospel message may be a little intimidat-
ing to us. Christians are commissioned 
to tell the good news in their community 
and around the world. Great skill in com-
munication is not required because the 
gospel is fueled by the power of God. 
However, effective communication skills 
can be improved by learning a few best 
practices. This article looks at strategies 
of effective communication between 
teacher and students and also between 
students and their peers.

It is of utmost importance to spend 
time in prayer before you begin the 
lesson preparation. Ask God to speak 
to you as you study and prepare. Pray 
for the children in your class to hear 
God’s truth of the gospel. Ask God to 
transform them and you as His Word is 
revealed. Rely on the Holy Spirit. Lis-
ten and do your part by praying and 
preparing. Leave the results to God.

In order to be an effective communi-
cator, it is very important to know the 
content. Even though you are provided 
with Scripture references and back-
ground information, it is beneficial to 
you and your students if you research 
the content further when necessary. 
Like Paul, if you have been trans-
formed by the power of the gospel, 
you can lead others to be transformed 
by Christ as well.

Since this quarter is about the mes-
sage of the gospel that leads to righ-
teousness, God’s wrath against sin 
and His judgment of sinners will be 
discussed. It is important to communi-
cate the truth. Paul never changed the 
Scripture to fit his audience, and you 
must not either. Part of understanding 
salvation is understanding from what 
one is being saved. Focus on the ben-
efits of knowing Christ, including the 
fact that believers will escape God’s 
judgment and wrath. Christian stu-
dents should be assured they have no 
need to fear a God who died for them.  

A skilled and effective communica-
tor has the ability to take something 
complicated and make it simple with-
out compromising the truth. Repe-
tition of an uncomplicated message 
is very important. State the purpose 
of the lesson and the basic truths at 
the beginning of the lesson, as well 
as throughout the lesson. Posting the 
targets of the lesson on the board or 

COMMUNICATION IN TEACHING  
AND LEARNING
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walls is very effective. As the lesson 
progresses, transition  from you telling 
the students to them telling you, and 
finally, to the students telling one an-
other.

Another effective communication 
skill is questioning. Most people are 
familiar with questions that check 
for knowledge and comprehension. 
These are questions that deal with 
recalling facts and understanding in-
formation. While these types of ques-
tions are necessary, learn how to pose 
questions that will cause students to 
use higher levels of thinking that will 
help them understand fully.

Examples of effective questions apply 
previously learned knowledge to a new 
concept. Examples of application stems 
are, “How would you—”, “How does 
this remind you of—”, or “What would 
happen if—”. Using analysis questions 
helps students make connections and 
organize information. Examples of anal-
ysis stems are, “How is this related to 
—”, “What can you infer from—”, or 
“What conclusions can you draw from 
—”. Until you are proficient with asking 
higher thinking questions on the spot, 
you may want to formulate a few ahead 
of time as you prepare the lesson.

Wait time is very important in ques-
tioning. Increasing wait time by only a 
few seconds increases the frequency of 
higher thinking answers, and it allows 
students who are reluctant to answer to 
have a better chance at contributing to 
the discussion. It is so important that all 
students become engaged in the con-
versation, so you can check for both 
understanding and misunderstandings.

Active listening is another essential 
part of effective communication. It is im-
portant to listen, not with just your ears, 
but with your eyes as well. Pay close 
attention to what the students convey 
to you with the tone of their voice, as 
well as any nonverbal cues they relay 
as they share. Use your intuitive skills 
to understand students’ feelings, espe-

cially apprehension or fear. Remember 
that a few seconds of silence is good. 
It gives the students who are shy or re-
luctant the time they need to speak up.

Encourage conversation rather than 
stifling it. Assure students that there are 
no silly questions or wrong answers. An 
effective response to wrong answers or 
to students who are reluctant to answer 
may be, “Right now, there are no wrong 
answers! We are still learning.”  

Use Scripture when appropriate to 
answer questions. Illustrations are an 
excellent communication tool. Illustra-
tions were often used by Christ as He 
taught His disciples and His followers. 
If students can visualize the word pic-
tures you paint via illustrations, they 
will understand accurately and deeply. 
Making connections is also important 
in communication. Always try to use 
an application of the content to the 
lives of your students. Connecting the 
unfamiliar to the familiar increases un-
derstanding significantly.

Finally, check for understanding of-
ten. A less intrusive but very effective 
strategy for determining student un-
derstanding is Think-Pair-Share. The 
teacher poses a question or a concept, 
then allows sufficient time for students 
to think of an answer. Next, the teach-
er asks the students to turn to a person 
near them and share what they were 
thinking. This strategy gives all students 
the opportunity to communicate. Lastly, 
the teacher asks for volunteers to share 
their answer, their partner’s answer, or 
she may ask if there were any unique 
thoughts students would like to share.

Paul called himself minister of Jesus 
Christ to the Gentiles. You are a minis-
ter of Jesus Christ to your precious stu-
dents. You have the awesome privilege 
of communicating the good news of 
the gospel to them. You are helping to 
form your students’ moral foundation. 
As you communicate the truth, give 
God all the glory for who He is, what He 
has done, and what He will do. 
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LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021

Paul Boldly 
Preaches  

the Gospel
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Romans 1:16).

Scripture Lesson Text

ROMANS 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith 
is spoken of throughout the whole world.

 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you al-
ways in my prayers;

10 Making request, if by any means now 
at length I might have a prosperous journey 
by the will of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I may im-
part unto you some spiritual gift, to the end 
ye may be established;

12 That is, that I may be comforted to-
gether with you by the mutual faith both of 
you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, 

brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to 
come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that 
I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith.

 In his letter, Paul told the Romans 
that he wanted to be with them to 
teach them the gospel.

© The Classic Bible Art Collection
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NOTES ON THE LESSON
Teaching students about the sav-

ing power of the gospel is a won-
derful opportunity to share the 
life-changing gospel of Christ with 
primary children and also an op-
portunity to help them understand  
that they have the awesome respon-
sibility of being a bold witness for 
Christ.  

Our first lesson looks at the apostle 
Paul as a model for being a bold wit-
ness for the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Paul had many hardships in his life, 
but he was never ashamed to preach 
the good news to a lost and dying 
world. 

Paul wanted all people to be made 
right with God, so he explained to 
everyone he met that the source of 
the gospel’s saving power is God. 
He preached that only through faith 
can people be made right with God 
and  receive eternal life. By examin-
ing Paul’s boldness to share the gos-
pel anywhere with anyone, students 
can grasp the important concept that 
salvation does not end in a one-time 
event of trusting Christ. Students 
should understand that they individ-
ually have a responsibility to share 
what Christ has done in their life, so 
they can confidently go and teach all 
nations.     

THE OBJECT IN VIEW:
The gospel is the power of God 

that leads to salvation for anyone who  
believes.  

TRUTHS TO STRESS:
1. The gospel, fueled by God’s 

power, saves us and makes us right 
with God.

2. God’s transforming power is 
able to make us a bold witness for 
Him.

PLANNING VISUAL AIDS
For  Beginning the Lesson, you will 

need a picture of a butterfly life cycle. 
For Telling the Lesson, you will 

need pictures of Saul on the Damas-
cus road, Saul being blinded by the 
light, Paul preaching, a missionary in 
a different culture, and a child telling 
friends about Jesus.

For Helping to Remember, you will 
need for each student: one medi-
um-sized Styrofoam or plastic cup, a 
piece of chenille wire, one blank name 
tag sticker, and a marker or pen. Be-
fore class, prepare the cups by cutting 
out the end. Then make two holes, 
one above the other, on one side of 
the cup. The holes are for the mega-
phone’s handle. Prepare a sample 
craft before class.

BEGINNING THE LESSON
(Show the butterfly life cycle pic-

ture.) Can anyone tell me what is 
happening in this picture? (Give time 
for responses.) Let us look at each 
part. A caterpillar hatches from an 
egg. The caterpillar eats and grows, 
and then one day it forms a type of 
case called a chrysalis. Inside the 
chrysalis a wonderful change takes 
place. The caterpillar begins to trans-
form into something else. The result? 
A beautiful new creature emerges—a 
butterfly! The Bible tells us that we 
too can be changed by God into a 
new creation, and the result of that 
change is a new life in Christ. To-
day’s lesson is about a man who was 
changed by God. The man’s name 
was Saul. God saved Saul by faith, 
and God made Saul to be a bold wit-
ness for our Lord Jesus Christ.  


