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EDITORIALS

DEAR PRIMARY TEACHER:
Only after a person trusts in Jesus as Saviour will he begin to grow
in obedience to Him. Our obedience
flows out of our love for Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit, not the
other way around. Keep this truth at
the forefront of your mind as you teach
about obedience this quarter. Let it
steer your teaching away from simplifying lessons to religious moralism.
Why is it so important to avoid religious moralism? It is because we want
our students to think of obedience as
a joyful thing, not something that is
a drudgery. The God-given freedom
that believers have to show their love
for God by following His ways is a
great blessing.
As you teach the lessons this quarter,
bear in mind that the Mosaic covenant
was meant to show people their need
of a Saviour. It was preparing people for
the liberating message of the gospel.
The first unit, “Beginning with Obedience,” specifically covers the people
of Israel’s obedience. Moses obeyed
God by leading Israel even when he
feared stepping into that role (lesson
1). We must be prepared to step into
the roles He has for us. We need to remember how He has provided for us
in the past, just as Israel obeyed by remembering God’s goodness through
celebrating the Passover (lesson 2).
Israel also obeyed by agreeing to the
Mosaic covenant (lesson 3). Israel’s
obedience was necessary for the nation to receive the blessings of the
covenant. Note that God now blesses
us because of what His Son did on the
cross, not because of anything we do.
The second unit introduces obe2

dience in worship. Israel obeyed by
respecting God’s holiness at Mount
Sinai (lesson 4). We too would do
well to remember that while God is
our Friend, He is also omnipotent,
almighty, and holy. We must respect
Him and worship Him only, just as He
commanded (lesson 5). Israel also
obeyed by making the tabernacle
(lesson 6). The people kept the Day of
Atonement (lesson 7), gave offerings
as God required (lesson 8), and kept
the Feast of Booths (lesson 9).
The third unit teaches about obedience to God in how we treat ourselves
and other people. God asks us to be
fair to others, no matter how they may
differ from us (lesson 10). Rich and
poor, friends and enemies—under
God’s law, all must be treated fairly. Regardless of our differences, we should
be unified in protecting others from evil
and injustice. God asks us to obey by
setting aside a day for rest and worship
(lesson 11). God did not make us for
constant work. Rest is a need for both
our bodies and our souls.
We must also obey through showing
kindness to others, even our enemies
(lesson 12). Israel also was to obey
God by celebrating Jubilee (lesson
13). The Year of Jubilee brought rest
to the land and freedom to captives
and debtors. We too must celebrate,
rest, and be good stewards of the
earth. God is the one who made us.
Ultimately, He knows what is best for
us, so His rules tell us the best way to
live. Encourage your students in their
obedience to God this quarter!
In Christ,
Kathlyn Longtine

Religious Moralism Versus the Gospel
Religious moralism is a practice that
replaces salvation through Christ with
salvation through obedience to God’s
laws (and sometimes man’s additions
to God’s laws). In other words, one who
steps in the trap of religious moralism
tries to earn his own salvation. While
obedience is certainly a good thing, we
can make our rule-keeping disobedient
when we use it to replace the work of
Christ. That is the sort of behavior that
led to the Pharisees being like partially washed cups—appearing sparkling
clean on the outside but truly filthy on
the inside (Matt. 23:25).
Salvation through obedience is a futile effort, as all have sinned and fallen
short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23). God’s
standard is perfection. We will always
fail at obeying in one way or another, which means we will never obey
well enough to be deserving of God’s
love and forgiveness on our own. Just
one failure prevents us from meeting
His standard. Therefore, as salvation
through obedience is an impossible
endeavor, it can only lead to burnout
and depression (“I will never be good
enough, so why bother even trying?”)
or pride and delusion (“I’m a great person, and I obey perfectly.”).
Religious moralism is “obedience”
without the gospel, and it is not really true obedience at all. God does not
desire our obedience through our own
willpower; He desires that we surrender
ourselves to Him and be made clean
(Ps. 51:16-17). We do this through
confessing our sin, acknowledging our
need for a Saviour, and trusting Jesus
to be that Saviour. We have confidence
in Him as Saviour because He met
God’s standard of perfection when we
could not, died and took our punishment, gave us His righteousness, and
rose again. We trust in Him, not our
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rote obedience, for salvation.
When a person has trusted Christ as
his Saviour, he will be indwelled by the
Holy Spirit, and he will grow in his love
for God. Out of that love and through
the empowering of the Holy Spirit, the
Christian will begin to more closely
obey God. Again, he does it not out of
legalistic compulsion but out of love. It
does not mean he always understands
God’s laws. It does not mean he does
not have to work hard to obey. Obedience does require effort on our part.
We must not quench the Spirit when
He prompts us (I Thess. 5:19), and we
must not grieve Him by willfully sinning
either (Eph. 4:30).
Sometimes obedience to God requires a sacrifice we would rather
not make. For adults, it might mean
moving far from home, paying to go
back to school, or helping someone
else out financially. For little ones (and
also adults), it might mean befriending
someone no one else will, sharing with
others, or telling the truth when others
will not. Even though we must make
an effort to obey, we do it through our
reliance on the Holy Spirit, who transforms our minds and teaches us to be
more like Christ (Rom. 12:2).
Religious moralism is hopeless; the
gospel brings hope. In short, the gospel is the true “why” of obedience. This
truth is fundamental to the Christian
faith. Most likely, if you are teaching
this class, you will already know and
believe that the gospel is greater than
moralism, even if you must preach it
to yourself anew every day. So why
rehash it here? This is the primary reason: we must be careful how we teach
obedience to young children.
In our rush to simplify difficult ideas
for young minds, we can oversimplify
and accidentally teach something that
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is not biblical. This quarter has a heavy
focus on obedience—again, a good
thing. The tendency will be to say,
“God’s law says to do x, y, and z. Do
those things. End of discussion.” Such
a simplification ignores the “why” of
obedience, and it can lead to some
damaging thought patterns.
Some students may interpret this to
mean, “I need to do x, y, and z to be a
good Christian,” or, “I need to do x, y,
and z for God to love me.” These students may be well on their way to depression and burnout in several years.
They need to hear the gospel. They
need to know that Jesus has already
purchased a spot for them in heaven
with His blood. Nothing they do will
earn their place in heaven. They need
only rely on what Jesus has done.
There is another concern: some students may say, “Ah, well, I have done x,
y, and z, so I must be good.” These students do not realize how deeply sin is
ingrained in our nature, so they do not
understand the depths of their own sin
and need for Christ (pride and delusion,
remember?). They need to know how
“small” sins are just as condemning as
“big” ones in God’s eyes. For example,
Jesus said that even calling someone
an idiot is as bad as murder (Matt. 5:2122), and idols are not necessarily statues but anything we value more than
God. These students must hear that no
one is truly good except for God (cf.
19:17). Then, when they know their sin,
they must hear the gospel.
Beyond addressing these misconceptions, what does it look like to
teach in a way that helps your students develop a healthy view of obedience? The first suggestion may be
a no-brainer, but it is critical, and we
have touched on it already. Make time
to teach the gospel alongside the lesson every class. Talk about the “why”
of obedience. Good times to talk about
it might be during a quiet activity or as
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students are waiting for departure. Ask
questions to gauge your students’ understanding. Talk individually with students who express a need or desire to
understand better.
We will be dealing with the Mosaic
covenant quite a bit this quarter. Carefully and prayerfully connect the old
covenant (which was conditional on
Israel’s obedience) with the new covenant (which is unconditional based on
Christ’s obedience to the Father).
Pray for your students throughout
the week, and ask God to reveal the
“why” of obedience to them. We can
teach until we are blue in the face, but
our students will only understand what
God reveals to them. We can walk
them to the streams of living water, but
we cannot make them drink. Only God
can. We must pray for our students
with great expectation for God’s work
in their hearts.
We are all imperfect. That means
you. That means me. None of these
suggestions will make sure that all
your students view obedience through
the lens of the gospel rather than religious moralism. Despite all your
efforts, some students may still misunderstand. Some may have a decades-long journey ahead of them
to learn the “why” of obedience. As
a teacher, when you are faced with
challenges such as these, it is your
turn to obey. You are not called to be
your students’ savior, and you cannot
be their savior. You must trust in God’s
work in their hearts. He will be faithful
to finish the work He starts (Phil. 1:6).
I hope you and your students find
joy in following God’s laws out of
love for Him (Ps. 119:15-16)! Praise
God that the gospel is greater than
religious moralism and that we can
rest in His grace as He sanctifies us.
—Kathlyn Longtine.

LESSON 1

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Leading Others by
Obeying God
Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12
© The Classic Bible Art Collection

God appeared to Moses in a
burning bush and chose him to be
the deliverer of His people Israel.

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will send
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou
mayest bring forth my people the
children of Israel out of Egypt”
(Exodus 3:10).

Scripture Lesson Text
EXODUS 3:1 Now Moses kept the flock of
Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian:
and he led the flock to the backside of the
desert, and came to the mountain of God,
even to Horeb.
2 And the angel of the LORD appeared
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst
of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the
bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed.
3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside,
and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burnt.
4 And when the LORD saw that he turned
aside to see, God called unto him out of the
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses.
And he said, Here am I.
5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground.
6 Moreover he said, I am the God of
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid
his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.
7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen
the affliction of my people which are in Egypt,
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and have heard their cry by reason of their
taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;
8 And I am come down to deliver them
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to
bring them up out of that land unto a good
land and a large, unto a land flowing with
milk and honey; unto the place of the
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the
Hivites, and the Jebusites.
9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the
children of Israel is come unto me: and I
have also seen the oppression wherewith the
Egyptians oppress them.
10 Come now therefore, and I will send
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring
forth my people the children of Israel out
of Egypt.
11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I,
that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?
12 And he said, Certainly I will be with
thee; and this shall be a token unto thee,
that I have sent thee: When thou hast
brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye
shall serve God upon this mountain.
5

NOTES ON THE LESSON
As we study the lesson text, we
cannot help being amazed at the way
God works. In His sovereignty, He
called out a people to be His own.
He began with Abraham, who had
lived among idolaters. God promised
to make of Abraham a great nation.
The book of Genesis records God’s
dealings with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and Joseph and ends with the Israelites living in Egypt. The Egyptians
welcomed the Israelites until after the
death of Joseph; then a new king noticed that the Jews were increasing
in number and becoming a mighty
people. He decided to put an end to
the problem by making them slaves
(Exod. 1:10-11).
The Israelites prospered in spite of
their hardships. God had promised to be
with them, and not even a powerful king
could interfere with God’s promises.
Children enjoy hearing about the
birth of Moses, the baby who was rescued by a princess, but that is only a
small part of the life of this man. Moses killed an Egyptian in an effort to
help a Jewish man (cf. 2:11-15). To escape the wrath of Pharaoh, Moses fled
to the desert. He was there the hero in
a struggle with evil men (vss. 16-22).
The king of Egypt died, but he was
replaced by another evil king. God
saw that His people were suffering
greatly. Moses, who was now tending
his father-in-law’s flocks, may have
felt he would live out his life in the quietness of the desert. God had other
plans. God was about to call him to be
the leader in a plan to rescue millions
of Israelites.
THE OBJECT IN VIEW:
Show how God planned to use Moses to deliver His people.
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TRUTHS TO STRESS:
1. God revealed His identity to Moses and announced His plan.
2. The Lord knows when we are going through hard times.
3. God often uses ordinary people to
get His work done.

PLANNING VISUAL AIDS
For Beginning the Lesson, bring a
picture of a man speaking to a crowd of
people.
For Telling the Lesson, bring a sandal.
For Helping to Remember, students
need white paper and black and red
crayons or markers.

BEGINNING THE LESSON
(Show picture of a man speaking to
a crowd.) Robert is a young man who
is deaf. He is not able to hear anything. Robert has never heard music or
speaking or any other sounds that we
enjoy. Because someone took the time
to teach him, though, Robert learned
sign language as a child. Now he is
able to communicate well, using his
hands to speak.
When Robert was a teenager, he
learned about the gospel and asked
the Lord Jesus to save him. He enjoyed going to services in a church
where someone interpreted the messages and songs. He took part in the
worship, but Robert had no idea that
God was going to use him to be a missionary.
One day a missionary invited Robert to go with him on a long trip to the
other side of the world—to the Philippine Islands. “There are thousands

