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This quarter’s lessons, “Faith on 
Trial,” expose several significant fail-
ures of God’s people as well as some 
victories of faith. The first two units, 
“Learning God’s Holiness” and “See-
ing God’s Faithfulness,” center around 
attributes of God. He is holy, or pure, 
and He is faithful. The last unit, “Taking 
God Seriously,” shows what a prop-
er response to God’s holiness and  
faithfulness should be.

Unit I is taken from the book of Levit-
icus, which deals with Israel’s worship 
in the tabernacle and the priesthood. 
Units II and III are taken from the book 
of Numbers and deal with events in  
Israel’s history when God brought them 
to the Promised Land, their refusal to 
go in, and their subsequent consign-
ment to wandering in the desert.

Many times in this quarter’s lessons, 
we see examples of sin, rebellion, and 
failure on Israel’s behalf—complain-
ing, failure to accept God-ordained 
leadership, failure to believe God’s 
promise to give them the land, and 
then complaining because they were 
not in the land. On the positive side, 
we see Moses and Aaron often seek-
ing the Lord about what to do and 
exhibiting great patience in dealing 
with the complaints of the people. The 
exception is the last lesson, where 
Moses fails to obey God’s instructions 
and assumes authority for himself and 
Aaron that belongs to God. As a re-
sult, even they were not permitted to 
enter the Promised Land. 

God’s displeasure with complaining 
and rebellion are seen over and over in 
these lessons. Since complaining and 
rebelling are sins that children often 
fall into, as do we all, I am praying with 
you that the children realize that these 

are sinful and that they will desire to 
guard against these in their lives.

It may become easier for the chil-
dren to apply the lessons if you are 
able to admit to them some of your 
own struggles and shortcomings. If 
you have found yourself complain-
ing, or if you have struggled to accept 
leadership God has placed over you, 
find solace in God’s forgiveness and 
do not be afraid to share your own  
experiences with the children.

The Old Testament priesthood points 
to Jesus’ work on the cross as the 
perfect Sacrifice, and to His work af-
terward as our Intercessor at the right 
hand of the Father. As the priests came 
to God to offer sacrifices on behalf of 
the people, so Jesus offered Himself 
for us. Because His sacrifice was per-
fect, God accepted it, forever ending 
the need for further atonement.

In these lessons, we see how we of-
ten bring problems on ourselves, then 
blame God for the mess. The people of 
Israel refused to go into the land God 
wanted to give them, then complained 
because they were in the desert rather 
than the Promised Land. Instead of ac-
knowledging their own decision and re-
penting for their mistake, they blamed 
their leaders, Moses and Aaron.

Sadly, at the end of this quarter’s 
lessons, we leave the people of Israel 
still wandering in the desert, with not 
even Moses and Aaron able to enter 
the Promised Land. We too sometimes 
fail trials of faith, but the arms of God 
are always open to receive us back 
when we repent and humbly seek His 
forgiveness. May that be the reality 
that we all experience this quarter.
 Serving Jesus with you,
 Lorella Rouster

EDITORIALS

DEAR PRIMARY TEACHER:
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As our pastor preaches, he some-
times uses the phrase, “By way of 
full disclosure,” and then goes on to 
reveal some way in which he recently 
fell short of the ideal he was extolling 
in his preaching.

A sincere, godly man, he is some-
one who does not pretend to be a su-
perhero who always does things right 
and never sins. He has shared with the 
congregation that he and his wife ex-
perienced struggles in their early years 
of marriage and sought counseling to 
make it through this difficult time.

The result has been astounding. 
Many people have been drawn to 
Christ and into the church because 
they feel that they will not be judged 
as outcasts for their failures. I myself 
have found a new freedom in know-
ing that I do not have to pretend I am 
perfect and always get it right. 

This does not mean that the church 
accepts sin or unbiblical lifestyles. It 
simply means that sinners are wel-
come there. As I heard someone ex-
press it, Jesus takes you as you are, 
but changes you from the inside out.

Even teachers of children can be 
vulnerable with their classes. Honest. 
Genuine. Real. God hates pretense, 
so why do we feel it is acceptable to 
teach about sin as if we never had 
anything to do with it and never felt its 
drawing power?

Of course, this must be done appro-
priately. It is not necessary to go into 
detail about our sins, particularly those 
that would not be applicable to chil-
dren. However, when we are urging the 
children to avoid sins with which we 
ourselves have struggled, it may often 
be appropriate to let them know about 
some of our struggles. 

One problem we face when talking 

about sin is that because it is shame-
ful, children do not like to admit they 
sin. No one does. Because they are 
likely to perceive the message “Do not 
do that; be good” as condemnatory, 
they are loathe to admit wrongdo-
ing. Maybe the teacher would not like 
them. Maybe God would not like them.

Once children realize that we all 
struggle with sin, it becomes easier 
for them to admit those struggles, and 
admitting them is the first step toward 
finding forgiveness and healing.

We need to emphasize that God 
loves us in spite of our sin. He knows 
all about us, yet He loves us with an 
everlasting love. We do not earn His 
love by being good. God already loves 
us, just as we are.

In our lessons this quarter, we will 
see that the people of God experi-
enced many failures and were guilty of 
many sins. Be careful not to give the 
impression, “Oh, those terrible peo-
ple! How could they have done such a 
thing?” We may not like to admit it, but 
the truth is, their sins and failures are 
common to us all.

In some lessons this quarter, we 
will see God’s swift, and to our think-
ing severe, judgment on sin. As you 
teach these passages, try not to sen-
sationalize them. Keep your voice 
even as you describe God’s punish-
ments. Although God’s judgments 
were sometimes earth shattering, 
they were also sobering and sad. Be 
sure to emphasize God’s love, His 
heart aching for Israel’s sin, longing 
to forgive and restore.

If children share their own sins and 
struggles, be sure not to act surprised 
or offended. This is a huge step for 
them, and they have done a good 
thing by admitting their failures. As 

The Value of Becoming  
Vulnerable



4

they admit their sins, reassure them 
that God is gracious to forgive them. 
Admitting their sin before others may 
also help strengthen children to avoid 
similar pitfalls in the future.

Your own attitude and actions to-
ward the children will affect their view 
of God and their readiness to be real 
with Him. If your attitude is warm and 
accepting, it will help them feel that 
God is warm and accepting too.

One way to do this is to greet each 
child by name, letting your voice and 
body language show that you are gen-
uinely glad to see him or her. People 
like to hear their names. Address the 
children by name during the lesson 
instead of just pointing to them for a 
response.

I saw a teacher use a chart to greet 
the children of her class effectively. 
The chart had pictures and symbols 
that stood for the child’s preferred 
form of greeting. A heart stood for a 
hug, a hand for a “high five,” a fist for 
a fist bump, and clasped hands for 
a handshake. Each child pointed to 
the symbol that stood for their cho-
sen form of greeting, and the teacher  
responded accordingly. 

You can also show warmth and 
acceptance by interacting personal-
ly with the children before and after 
class, or when you see them at church 
or other places. When you ask ques-
tions about what is going on in their 
lives and show interest in their activ-
ities, this demonstrates that you like 
and accept them.

Acceptance and approval are im-
portant needs for everyone, but even 
more so for children who experience a 
deficit of approval from their families, 
at school, or from friends. You may be 
surprised how many children fall into 
this category. 

Try to find ways to commend each 
child. Look for good points and men-
tion them both publicly and privately. 
Let the children know you are proud 

of them and their achievements and 
character.

As you teach, say things like, “I like 
the way Karen is listening so intently,” 
“I like the way Jason is sharing his Bi-
ble,” “I see you helping, Gail,” “I no-
ticed the way you showed the new boy 
where to go, Todd. Good work!” “You 
are finding the books of the Bible much 
more easily, Shawn. I can see you are 
improving.” “Susanna, I appreciate the 
way you are listening so intently.” 

Some teachers like to go even fur-
ther by writing the children little notes 
of encouragement and praise. The 
notes may be mailed or slipped to 
the child when you see him or her at 
church.

Being accepting of others with their 
shortcomings goes against our natu-
ral tendencies, as does being genuine 
with others about our own faults. We 
tend to condemn the shortcomings of 
others, while going easy on our own or 
even trying to cover them up. Yet with 
God’s help, we can achieve the proper 
balance. God is able to do great things 
in our lives through our interactions 
with others.

Someone said that first they 
learned to love their teacher. Later, 
they learned to love their teacher’s Bi-
ble. Finally, they learned to love their 
teacher’s God. Let your love for your 
students and your warm, accepting 
attitude toward them move them to-
ward loving our God, the Lord God  
of the Bible.

I know this because I still remem-
ber the first Bible teacher I had as a 
child—“Uncle Fran the Bible Man.” His 
love for Jesus shone from his eyes and 
exuded in his tone of voice and choice 
of words when addressing people. 
There was no doubt that he loved Je-
sus, and he loved me. He loved us all. 
I was drawn to him, and here I am to-
day, serving his God, now mine. May 
the same happen between you and 
your students.
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LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

Aaron and His 
Sons Become 

Priests
Lesson Text: Leviticus 8:1-13

GOLDEN TEXT—“Let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assur-
ance of faith” (Hebrews 10:22).

Scripture Lesson Text
LEVITICUS 8:1 And the Lord spake unto 

Moses, saying,
 2 Take Aaron and his sons with him, 

and the garments, and the anointing oil, 
and a bullock for the sin offering, and two 
rams, and a basket of unleavened bread;

 3 And gather thou all the congregation 
together unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation.

 4 And Moses did as the Lord com-
manded him; and the assembly was gath-
ered together unto the door of the taberna-
cle of the congregation.

 5 And Moses said unto the congregation, 
This is the thing which the Lord commanded 
to be done.

 6 And Moses brought Aaron and his 
sons, and washed them with water.

 7 And he put upon him the coat, and 
girded him with the girdle, and clothed him 
with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, 
and he girded him with the curious girdle of 

the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith.
 8 And he put the breastplate upon him: 

also he put in the breastplate the Urim and 
the Thummim.

 9 And he put the mitre upon his head; 
also upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, 
did he put the golden plate, the holy crown; as 
the Lord commanded Moses.

10 And Moses took the anointing oil, 
and anointed the tabernacle and all that 
was therein, and sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar 
seven times, and anointed the altar and all his 
vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanc-
tify them.

12 And he poured of the anointing oil 
upon Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to 
sanctify him.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and 
put coats upon them, and girded them with 
girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.

God called Aaron to be the first 
high priest.
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NOTES ON THE LESSON
The first unit this quarter empha-

sizes God’s holiness. The word “holy” 
means “set apart,” and therefore clean, 
pure, and undefiled, all characteristics 
of God, who is not only totally without 
sin, but also filled with all goodness. 
As it regards people, to be holy means 
to be set apart for this holy God and 
dedicated to His service.

In this lesson we see how Aaron, 
the older brother of Moses, and Aar-
on’s sons were set apart for the work 
of the priesthood. Their dedication in-
volved many ceremonial and symbolic 
aspects, but the main idea is that all of 
these were intended to set them apart 
for God’s service. God Himself direct-
ed Moses, showing Him how to con-
secrate the priests who would stand 
as intermediaries between the people 
and God.

The people were at Mount Sinai, 
where God gave them the Ten Com-
mandments and many other laws. He 
gave them many rules about how to 
worship Him through offerings. Then 
God told Moses to gather all the peo-
ple together to witness the dedication 
of the priests. Moses began by sym-
bolically washing them to represent 
cleansing from sin.

Every priest was to wear special 
garb that identified him as belonging to 
God’s service. A special oil was used to 
anoint the priests and the vessels that 
would be used in service to God. 

When all the ceremonies were com-
pleted, Aaron and his sons would be 
holy—set apart for God. They would 
carry out the sacrifices required by 
God and all the work involved with 
worship at the tabernacle.

THE OBJECT IN VIEW:
Like the priests of the Old Testa-

ment, believers in Jesus are set apart 

for God, and we can all come to God 
through Him.

TRUTHS TO STRESS:
1. God is holy, pure, and totally 

good.
2. God set apart Aaron and his sons 

to stand between the people and Him.
3. Believers in Jesus are also set 

apart for God. We can come to God 
through Jesus.

PLANNING VISUAL AIDS
Go online to find pictures of the high 

priest in his special garments. You will 
need line drawings that the children 
can color, and one colored picture 
they can use as a guide. Make sure 
you have crayons, colored pencils, or 
markers available, and possibly glitter 
glue in a variety of colors to use for the 
stones in the breastplate. 

BEGINNING THE LESSON
Candy was watching her mother 

decorate cupcakes. She loved cup-
cakes! She did not ask for one, but she 
looked at them longingly. They were 
red velvet, her favorite.

When all the cupcakes were deco-
rated, Candy’s mother took two off the 
platter. She placed them on a small, 
beautiful plate along with a fresh rose. 
“These other cupcakes are for a baby 
shower,” Mother said, “but I’m setting 
these two apart for you.”

Candy felt so special because her 
mother had set aside two for her and 
placed them on such a beautiful plate! 
“My mother really loves me,” she said. 


