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Cleveland, Ohio
Winter 2021-22 

“And this is the will of him that 
sent me, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth 
on him, may have everlasting 
life: and I will raise him up at 
the last day” (John 6:40).

Dear Boys and Girls,
Do you like playing in the snow during the winter? 

Maybe you do not live in a place where it snows, but 
you think it would be fun to build a snowman or sled 
down a tall hill.

During the first three lessons in this winter quarter, 
we will learn about the true meaning of Christmas.  
Christmas lights can brighten a tree, but we will learn 
how we can be little lights in the world.

The next lessons deal with Jesus’ ministry on earth. 
We will learn about His trials of being arrested and 
even dying on the cross for our sins. But we will also 
learn about the greatest victory ever. Jesus arose from 
the dead and defeated sin and death. 

As we learn, we will have some fun games and cool 
crafts. There will also be a couple of enjoyable science 
experiments with snow and ice. This quarter is going 
to be so much fun! 

One of the most amazing things about Jesus is that 
He will never stop loving you! Every snowflake is dif-
ferent. In the same way, God thinks of each of us as a 
special and unique person. Is that not wonderful? 

In Jesus,

Bonnie B. Long
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Broken Plans
Maeve liked to plan ahead. Dad told her they would 

make Christmas cookies and gingerbread houses on 
Saturday. Maeve circled the date on her calendar. 

On Thursday, Maeve drew her plans for her ginger-
bread house. Her sister, Elle, scribbled on a piece of 
paper. On Friday, Maeve searched through her box of 
cookie cutters. Elle threw the cookie cutters on the 
floor to hear the sounds they made when they fell.

When Saturday came, Dad, Maeve, and Elle chose 
to bake cookies first. Dad found a bowl. Together they 
added butter, flour, and eggs. 

“Avalanche!” said Dad as Maeve poured in the sugar.
“What’s an avalanche?” asked Maeve.
“It’s when a lot of snow suddenly falls in one place.”
They mixed the dough then rolled it flat with a roll-

ing pin. Using the cookie cutters, Maeve made a tray 
of snowflake cookies and a tray of gingerbread man 
cookies. Dad put the trays in the oven.

When the cookies were baked and cooled, Maeve sat 
down to decorate them. She chose the snowflakes first.

Maeve spread the icing. “Every snowflake cookie 
should be different, just like real snowflakes,” she said.

“God makes us all unique too,” Dad added. 
Dad and Maeve walked to the pantry. But Elle 

grabbed the cookie tray. “Avalanche!” she cried.
“No, Elle!” Maeve and Dad shouted as Elle pushed 

the tray onto the floor. The cookies fell everywhere!
Maeve was very upset with her little sister. But Dad 

reminded her of the importance of loving others even 
when she was upset.
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A Home Together
Maeve was crying as she collected all her broken 

snowflake cookies. Like real snowflakes, each one had 
been different. Now they were different in a way she 
had not planned. Some of her snowflakes were missing 
branches or broken in half. Others were only crumbs.

Dad walked Elle upstairs for her nap time. Then he 
walked downstairs, holding a gingerbread house kit. 

They used icing to keep the walls together. They 
added candy windows and doors. Inside the house, 
Maeve used pretzel sticks and orange icing to make a 
blazing fireplace.

Maeve found the tray of unbroken gingerbread 
people. 

“Do you remember what I told you about people?” 
Dad asked.

Maeve thought hard. “Everyone is different, just like 
snowflakes. God made us all unique.”

“Yes,” answered Dad. “But people are the same in 
some ways too. We all need God and His forgiveness 
for our sins. It’s as if God opens the door to His warm 
house and calls us to come inside. We come inside by 
believing that Jesus died for our sins and rose again.”

Maeve looked at the broken snowflake cookies. 
Suddenly, she had an idea. She spread the broken 
pieces so that they looked like snow outside her gin-
gerbread house. 

“Can anyone come inside God’s warm house?” 
Maeve asked.

“Yes—anyone who trusts Jesus as Saviour,” said 
Dad. “Even you. Even Elle.”
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Maeve’s face lit up with excitement. She liked to 
plan ahead, but this idea was God’s plan. 

She started decorating the gingerbread people. She 
gave some curly icing hair. She gave some straight icing 
hair. She gave some blue candy eyes. She gave some 
brown candy eyes. A smile spread across Maeve’s 
face as she noticed one gingerbread person left. 

Once she was done decorating, she placed them all 
inside the gingerbread house. 

After waking up from her nap, Elle was surprised 
when her big sister hugged her and said, “I forgive 
you.” She was even more surprised to see a ginger-
bread girl that looked just like her inside the house.

“This is God’s house,” said Maeve. “Come inside!”
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OUR LESSON TALK
The way that Jesus came from heaven to earth was a 

miracle from God. God sent an angel to tell a man named 
Joseph about the miracle before it even happened.  
Jesus was coming to save people from their sins. 

One day after Jesus had grown up, He was visiting 
friends and eating dinner in their home. The home was 
in a little town called Bethany. A woman named Mary 
had a jar of perfume that was worth a lot of money.

Jesus began to eat. Mary opened the jar. While  
Jesus was eating, Mary poured the perfume on Jesus’ 
feet and then wiped it away with her hair! 

“This perfume could have been sold for a lot of money 
and given to poor people,” Judas said. But he really just 
wanted a chance to steal some of the money.

Mary had done something good. Jesus said that 
the way Mary had honored Him would be remembered 
wherever the good news about Him was shared.

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 5, 2021

Puzzling 
Promises

Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-
21; John 12:1-8

GOLDEN TEXT—“Wheresoever 
this gospel shall be preached in 
the whole world, there shall also 
this, that this woman hath done, 
be told” (Matthew 26:13).


