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Cleveland, Ohio
Spring 2022

“But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only” (James 
1:22).

Dear Boys and Girls,

We are launching into thirteen weeks of new Sun-
day school lessons. These lessons will help you to 
know more about Christians who lived in a city called 
Corinth. The church there had some big problems to 
deal with. It is wonderful to learn things from the Bible 
each Sunday! God has so much to teach us, and we 
need to listen. 

What does it mean to listen? When you are listening, 
your hands, feet, and lips are not causing distractions. 
Your eyes should be looking at the teacher, and your 
ears should be ready to hear. Even your brain should 
be thinking about what is being said. To learn, you 
must try to think about what the teacher is saying. It 
can be hard work to listen well, but it is worth it. Think 
of all the new things you could learn. 

Is it important to listen in Sunday school? Abso-
lutely! When you listen, you can learn what God wants 
to teach you from His Word. 

Before you come to class, ask God to help you to 
listen and discover at least one thing that He wants 
you to know. Decide to obey God with all your heart. 

Your friend,

Mrs. Oslin
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Jesse’s Dare
There was no doubt about it. Dylan was just mean. 

It was hard for Jesse to understand why Dylan disliked 
him so much. Today Dylan pushed past Jesse so hard 
that he knocked his lunch box to the floor. Then each 
one of Dylan’s buddies kicked it, sending it down the 
hall. By the time Jesse recovered it, milk was leaking 
through the zipper.

The others in school knew two things about Jesse. 
One was that he said that he trusted Jesus as Saviour, 
and the other was he knew a lot about baseball. He 
and his father had gone to many games together. Jesse 
even pitched on a Little League team in his city. 

In Sunday school, Jesse learned that God was 
not pleased when Christians argued and fought with 
others. He asked God for wisdom and tried to be 
kind to Dylan, but it was not working. 

Jesse was Dylan’s new target. Every time Jesse  
started talking to his friends about Jesus, Dylan laughed 
and made fun of every word, “Don’t listen to him! Just 
because he goes to Sunday school, he thinks he knows 
it all.” Then Dylan would look at the kids around him. 
“You don’t believe all this Jesus stuff that Jesse be-
lieves, do you?” Some of the other boys would walk 
away silently, too afraid to admit they were Christians. 

Jesse tried to be a good example as a Christian, but 
today Dylan pushed him too far. “I’ve had enough! I dare 
you to come to Sunday school with me on Sunday. You 
might learn something.” 

Dylan sneered, “I think I will. I want to know exactly 
which kids believe this Jesus stuff.”
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Dylan’s Change
Some of Jesse’s friends from church were worried. 

None of them wanted Dylan to come to Sunday school. 
What had Jesse done? Dylan hated everything about 
God. Sunday school was a place where they loved to 
go to learn about Jesus. Dylan would ruin it all. 

They imagined the worst things that could happen. 
Would Dylan take over Sunday school like he had 
taken over third grade? 

Jesse told his parents what had happened. They 
seemed pleased that Jesse had invited Dylan, even 
if it was more like a dare. They called Dylan’s parents 
and made all the arrangements to pick him up at 9:00 
Sunday morning. 

When they arrived, Dylan’s parents brought him to 
the car, and he slouched in the back seat with Jesse. 
It was clear that he did not really want to go, but his 
parents thought it would be good for him. Jesse tried 
to be kind and talk with him, but he only grunted and 
stared out the window. 

In Sunday school, he sat in the back row; the other 
kids avoided him. When Mr. Anderson began class, 
Dylan sat silently with his arms folded and his eyes 
looking down. 

After Sunday school, Dylan was ready to go home 
but then discovered that Jesse’s family also stayed for 
the church service afterward. Plopping down into the 
seat next to Jesse, he slouched, refusing to join in the 
service. 

The pastor spoke about Jesus dying on the cross 
for our sins and then being raised back to life. It did 
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not look as if Dylan was listening. At the end of the 
sermon, the pastor invited those who wanted to know 
more about trusting Jesus as Saviour to meet him 
down front. 

After service, Jesse and his parents did not see 
Dylan leave. After ten minutes, they were ready to go 
home. Dad asked Jesse where Dylan was. Jesse did 
not know. He had been talking to his friends.

Moments later, Dylan came into the church with the 
pastor. Had Dylan gotten into trouble? But there was a 
smile on Dylan’s face and on the pastor’s face!

They walked up to Jesse’s parents, and Dylan ex-
plained that he had trusted Jesus as his Saviour just 
a few minutes ago. Everyone was surprised and filled 
with joy! Jesse’s dare resulted in Dylan becoming a 
child of God.
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OUR LESSON TALK
A man named Paul was a missionary. God used Paul 

to start a church in a city called Corinth. He taught the 
people there about how God wanted them to live. Then 
Paul went to another city to teach people about Jesus.

Later, Paul heard that those who were a part of the 
church in Corinth were not following God’s ways. They 
had divided the church into groups. They were arguing 
and fighting. It was causing a lot of trouble. 

Paul wrote a letter to correct them. He told them 
that arguing and dividing the church is not the way 
God wants Christians to live. Christians should love 
one another. They should live in unity and peace. 

Jesus is our example. Our choices should be the 
choices Jesus would make. Our words should be the 
words Jesus would say. We read the Bible to learn 
how Jesus treated others with kindness. We should 
be like Him. 

LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022 

Stop Arguing!
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 

1:1-16

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I be-
seech you, brethren, . . . that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judg-
ment” (I Corinthians 1:10).
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SOMETHING TO DO
The words from the golden text are missing the 
letters e and n. Write each letter where it fits. 

“___ow I b___s___ ___ch you br___thr___ ___, . . . 
that y___ b___ p___rf___ctly joi___ ___d tog___th___r 
i___ th___ sam___ mi___d a___d i___ th___ sam___ 
judgm___ ___t” (I Cori___thia___s 1:10).

Read each phrase. If the words tell about things a 
Christian should do, place a smile on the line.

  ___ arguing  ___ answering calmly
  ___ smiling  ___ talking back
  ___ fighting  ___ putting others first
  ___ being kind  ___ being selfish 

Nine underlined words from Our Lesson Talk are 
hidden below. Draw a circle around each one. 

 H T N I R O C F I G H T I N G
 L P E A C E G N I Y E B O Y U
 U U N I T Y E K W L O V E J Q
 A  B  I  R  V  Y  R  A  N  O  I  S  S  I  M
 P  V  J  O  R  E  D  S  J  E  S  U  S  N  Y 
 F  E  O  G  N  I  U  G  R  A  N  M O  T  M 

Write the correct word on the line. 

   God used ____________ to start the church in Corinth. 
   The people in the Corinthian church were 

________________________.
   Christians should live in _______________. 
   We should try to be like ____________. He is our  

example.  


