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Cleveland, Ohio
Fall 2022

“ But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves” (James 1:22).

Dear Boys and Girls,
This quarter, we are going to learn about how Israel 

was to obey God. God made Israel His special people, 
and He gave them rules to follow. God’s rules are the 
best rules because He made us and knows how we 
should live. He tells us what is right and wrong, good 
and evil.

God promised to bless Israel if they obeyed His 
laws. If they did not obey, He would not bless them. Of 
course, Israel did not obey God perfectly. Eventually, 
God punished His special people because they wor-
shipped other gods and did not obey Him. We are just 
like Israel. We do not always obey God perfectly. No 
one can except one person—Jesus! 

Jesus obeyed God perfectly and died to take the 
punishment we deserved. Now, when we trust in Je-
sus as Saviour, God blesses us with salvation. It is not 
because of anything we have done or how well we 
have obeyed God’s rules. It is because of what Jesus 
did on the cross.

Now we can obey God because of our love for Him. 
When we follow His rules, we show our love for Him. 
God will help us to obey Him. 

Let us get ready to learn more about God, how He 
asked His people to obey Him, and how we can obey 
Him too!

Your friend,
Kathlyn Longtine
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Rocko’s Leash
 Marnie just could not understand it. Her friend Ra-

chel’s dog was allowed to walk at the park without a 
leash. So was cousin April’s dog! So why did Mom and 
Dad say that her dog, Rocko, could not walk at the 
park without a leash? Rocko walked just fi ne without it! 
He walked around the house and the backyard. He did 
not run away at all, even when he saw squirrels.

 One day, Marnie went to the park with Dad, her little 
brother, and Rocko. Dad and her brother stayed on the 
playground. Marnie went to walk Rocko on the path 
around the park. When she was far away from Dad, 
she took Rocko off his leash. She watched him trot 
along at her side.

 Then a young woman was walking toward them on the 
path. When Marnie looked down, Rocko was not at her 
side anymore. He was jumping up on the woman! Oh, no! 

 “Rocko! Come here!” Marnie shouted and ran to-
ward Rocko. She pulled him away from the woman by 
his collar. “I’m so sorry,” said Marnie to the woman.

 “That’s OK,” said the woman as she brushed the 
muddy pawprints off her clothes. She gave Rocko a 
pat on the head and kept walking.

 Marnie put Rocko back on his leash. Now she knew 
that Mom and Dad made rules for good reasons. She 
decided that she was going to obey their rules now, 
even when she did not think the rules made sense. 
Sometimes we do not understand God’s rules, but we 
can trust that He made them for our good.

—Kathlyn Longtine.
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Worship God Only
Vlad the Crocodile Firefi ghter was Terrance’s favorite 

show. It was OK for Terrance to like the show. But he 
started to love it more than he loved anything else, even 
God. When Terrance was supposed to be doing school-
work, he watched reruns. When he was supposed to be 
taking notes in family devotions, he drew comics about 
Vlad. Sometimes, when he was supposed to be sleeping, 
he played his Vlad video game under the covers. 

One day at breakfast, Terrance’s parents sat down with 
him as he ate his Vlad-the-Crocodile-shaped waffl es. 
“Terrance, we need to talk to you about Vlad,” said Mom.

Terrance’s face lit up. “Did you see the newest ep-
isode about how he saved the kittens from the Land 
of Despair?”

Dad shook his head. “No, buddy. Your mom and I think 
it’s OK for you to like things. But we think that you are start-
ing to love Vlad the Crocodile more than you love God.”

“Your Sunday school teacher told us that you raised your 
hand to answer a question in class. Instead of answering 
the question, she says you talked about Vlad,” said Mom.

Terrance felt angry, but he knew it was true. When 
his teacher had asked how Jesus has saved us, he 
had started talking about how Vlad saved those kit-
tens. “I do love God,” Terrance said.

“How do you think your relationship is with God?” 
asked Dad. “Have you been praying to Him and read-
ing His Word?”

Terrance used to do those things right before bed-
time, but now he was spending that time thinking about 
Vlad. His parents were right. He had come to love Vlad 
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more than God. Vlad the Crocodile Firefi ghter had be-
come an idol for him. Something needed to change!

Terrance pushed his waffl es away from himself. “I 
don’t know what to do,” he said.

“We’ll help you,” said Mom. 
Terrance had to stop watching his show for the next 

two weeks. He gave away his game. He started paying 
attention in Sunday school and in family devotions. He 
started making time to pray and read the Bible again. 
When he put God fi rst, he was happier. He liked obey-
ing God. Sometimes Terrance still watched Vlad the 
Crocodile Firefi ghter, but he just liked it. He loved God 
and made sure He was the only one he worshipped!

—Kathlyn Longtine.
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OUR LESSON TALK
Moses was alone in the desert. He was taking care 

of his father-in-law’s sheep. He had been in trouble in 
Egypt and never expected to return to that country. 

One day near a mountain, Moses noticed a bush 
that was on fi re. Strangely enough, the bush did not 
burn up. Moses drew near to look at the bush and 
heard a voice calling him by name.

“Take off your sandals,” the voice of God said. “You 
are standing on holy ground.” The Lord then told Mo-
ses that He had seen how badly the people of Israel 
were being treated as slaves in Egypt. He heard their 
cries. “I have come down to help My people,” He said.

The Lord told Moses that he was to go to Egypt and 
tell the king to let God’s people go free. Moses pro-
tested, saying he was not a good choice, but the Lord 
promised to be with him. God would use Moses to 
help rescue the people of Israel.

LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Leading Others by 
Obeying God

Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12

Golden Text—“I will send thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
bring forth my people the children 
of Israel out of Egypt” (Exodus 
3:10).© The Classic Bible Art Collection


