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Dear Junior Teacher:
Conflict and adversity have been a part of life ever since sin entered
the world. Problems persist because, in spite of our best efforts, we are
incapable of addressing and remedying the root cause of the dilemma. The Son of God united His deity with humanity and entered human
history in physical form for this very reason. Jesus came to earth to
do that which was impossible for man to do himself—utterly defeat sin
and death.
“Triumph” is the theme that ties all this quarter’s lessons together. The
first unit starts off with Mary’s miraculous conception of Israel’s much-anticipated Messiah. His mission was made clear by the angel who instructed
Joseph as to what the Child’s name would be and what He would do. Jesus
was coming to earth to save His people from their sins. God’s plan did not
only include the people of Israel, however; Jesus was coming to be the Saviour of all who would put their faith in Him.
In the second unit, it becomes clear that the faith of Jesus’ followers
would be tested as they faced various trials for His sake. Their understanding remained incomplete at the time, but the Lord gave them instructions and prayed for them in advance to equip them for when the
time came.
In the moments immediately following the Lord’s Supper and preceding
His betrayal and arrest, Jesus stressed to His disciples the importance of
relying on His strength to do what they would be called upon to do—take
the gospel into all the world, making more disciples. He encouraged them to
remember that the victory and joy they had in Him were a present reality as
they were called to endure persecution.
The final unit begins with Judas leading temple guards and a detachment
of Roman troops to arrest Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The hostile
manner in which Jesus was mistreated following His arrest incites feelings of
sadness within us, and rightfully so. However, we should not lose sight of the
fact that this was God’s plan from start to finish. Jesus was never a helpless
victim; rather, He was and is a loving Saviour.
All human history had been leading up to one central event: the death,
burial, and resurrection of the Son of God. Apart from Jesus’ triumphant
victory over sin and death, the just wrath of God against sin would have
remained unsatisfied. Man would have remained in a helpless and hopeless
situation as the object of this wrath. But God loved us too much to allow
this to happen without coming to our rescue. Because of God’s grace, the
forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life belong to all who willingly trust
Jesus as their Saviour.
May the Lord grant you wisdom and guidance as He uses you to impact
the young lives in your class in an amazing way.
All for His glory,

Reginald Coats
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The Never-ending Process of Learning
Do your students usually grasp and embrace what you are trying to teach
them right away, or does there seem to be a delay at times? While many
students can gain a good understanding of some topics almost immediately,
other subject matter might prove to be a bit more challenging for them.
When it comes to grasping and believing the truth of God’s Word, not
even Jesus’ disciples were quick to learn everything the first time around.
For instance, Jesus had spoken of His upcoming death and resurrection on
numerous occasions prior to their occurrences (Matt. 16:21), yet His followers seemed to have been caught completely off guard as the events unfolded (cf. Mark 16:9-11; Luke 24:19-21).
Nevertheless, Jesus had laid a foundation upon which He would later
build as He shaped His disciples into the disciple-makers they would later
become. Apart from the active involvement of God’s Spirit upon students’
hearts and minds, even the best Sunday school teachers cannot make their
students understand everything right away. When Peter rightly proclaimed
that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus declared to him,
“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 16:16-17).
In spite of a teacher’s best efforts, imparting spiritual truth from God’s
Word does not take place without God. For this reason, every opportunity
to teach should be approached with a prayerful reliance on God to open the
hearts and minds of students to receive the truth of His Word.
Even in those teaching moments when students may not understand every
aspect of every lesson, a foundation is being laid upon which the Lord can
continue to shape and mold the lives of the students in your class. You might
be surprised to learn later just how much of what you are now teaching in your
class will be retained and built upon in your students’ lives.
Jesus’ natural inclination was to meet and help people right where they
were. This holds true whether speaking in regard to their physical location
or their spiritual condition. From this we can learn this helpful principle for
teachers: do not be in such a rush.
It is only natural that learning students will have questions from time to
time. When students ask questions, it is a direct indication to you that their
understanding is incomplete. This is also an indication of the students’ interest, which is a good thing. Be sure to help your students as best you can by
answering their questions in an adequate and timely manner before moving
on to the next portion of the lesson.
Not only should your students occasionally have questions for you, but
you might also want to incorporate an occasional question here and there
before getting to the end of a lesson. Open-ended questions that require
more than a simple yes or no answer can be very beneficial when it comes
to engaging your students and encouraging them to think matters through.
There will always be more that we can learn. As you prepare to teach each
class, you will continue to learn more about the Lord. Just as is the case for
the students in your class, learning is a never-ending process for all of us.
Junior Bible Teacher
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FOR COMFORT AND CHALLENGE
Linda B. Gamble

New Life
The blood of Jesus has

cleansed you from sin.

You’re no longer the same
person within.
The intention or desire to
do evil is gone;
Through day-to-day study
of God’s Word, you have
		 truly grown.
No more sly and cunning
ways to hinder your
		 Christian walk!

Everything has changed,

even the way you talk.

No more hypocritical ways
of pretending to be what

		 you’re not!
Now your desire is to live this
		 new life without a blot.

Praise
When things go bad and nothing goes right,
		

You may feel like Job during his terrible plight.

With bills, obligations, and a family to feed,
You don’t know how you will meet every need.
Sickness, strife, and other problems galore,
You may feel as if you can’t even pray anymore.
Just read Habakkuk 3:17-18.
Your joy in the Lord will rise to heights unseen.
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LESSON 1

DECEMBER 5, 2021

Puzzling
Promises
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:1821; John 12:1-8

An angel explained God’s plan to
Joseph in a dream.

GOLDEN TEXT—“Wheresoever
this gospel shall be preached in
the whole world, there shall also
this, that this woman hath done,
be told” (Matthew 26:13).

Scripture Lesson Text
MATTHEW 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus
Christ was on this wise: When as his mother
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they
came together, she was found with child of
the Holy Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, being
a just man, and not willing to make her a
publick example, was minded to put her
away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins.
JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where
Lazarus was which had been dead, whom
Junior Bible Teacher

he raised from the dead.
2 There they made him a supper; and
Martha served: but Lazarus was one of
them that sat at the table with him.
3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet
of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and
the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.
4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should betray
him,
5 Why was not this ointment sold for
three hundred pence, and given to the poor?
6 This he said, not that he cared for the
poor; but because he was a thief, and had
the bag, and bare what was put therein.
7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against
the day of my burying hath she kept this.
8 For the poor always ye have with
you; but me ye have not always.
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APPROACHING THE LESSON
AIM: to help students learn the difference between temporary
sadness and the everlasting
joy that comes from the Lord.
We cannot escape sadness and
disappointment in life. However, the
most saddening and disappointing of
events are only moments in time. The
root cause of all pain, suffering, and
death can be traced back to man’s
rebellious act against God in the Garden of Eden (Rom. 5:12-14). Nevertheless, man’s sinful act was met with
a swift promise of God’s grace.
Genesis 3:15 contains a veiled reference to Jesus Christ as the Seed
of the woman, and this reference
later became unveiled as the Son of
God arrived on earth, wrapped in the
likeness of sinful flesh, several thousand years later. This week’s lesson
picks up as God is about to bring His
promise to fruition.
Mary’s miraculous conception is
beyond what our minds are able to
fully grasp. But God, who created
the entire universe out of nothing but

the power of His Word, is able to do
the impossible. Jesus’ physical entrance into the world is just one more
example of God’s infinite power and
wisdom.
Delivering humanity from sin and
its punishment is a feat that only God
Himself could do successfully. The
Son of God was born into the world
for this purpose. Nevertheless, this
would require Him to experience unimaginable pain and suffering on the
cross. The somewhat puzzling words
spoken by Jesus after Lazarus and
Martha’s sister, Mary, had anointed
His feet were an allusion to what He
was about to endure on our behalf.
But Jesus willingly embraced what
lay ahead because of His immense
love for us. There was no other way
for us to be saved from sin and its
punishment. Help your students to
understand that because of the pain
and sorrow that Jesus was willing to
suffer, there will one day be no more
pain and suffering for those who put
their trust in Him as Saviour.

TEACHING THE LESSON
What do a zip line, a skateboard,
and an elephant’s back have in common? They are all things people
might use to get from one place to
another. But some ways of travel
are more shocking than others. It
would be a big surprise if someone
arrived in your backyard by riding an
elephant. The way the Son of God
came to earth as a man was an even
6

bigger surprise than that. He came
in a way that is impossible, which
means it was something only God
could do!
A SPECIAL PREGNANCY—
Matthew 1:18-21
An agreement had been made for
Joseph and Mary to be married. But
the Holy Spirit did something amaz-

