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Dear Junior Teacher:
As the Christmas season approaches, many look ahead with joyful antic-

ipation. Seasonal endeavors such as Christmas decorations, meal selec-
tions, and the purchasing of gifts keep many busy. But most of all, we need 
to prepare our hearts as we celebrate the birth of our Lord.

The theme this quarter is “Preparation of Jesus’ Disciples.” We will study 
various aspects of Jesus’ ministry as He revealed His divine nature to His 
disciples and prepared them to carry the gospel message to the world. 

The first unit is aptly entitled “Getting Started.” In lesson 1, we will look at 
John’s declaration of Jesus as the only begotten Son of God who had come 
to redeem His people. Lesson 2 places us along the banks of the Jordan 
River as John the Baptist identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God. Here we see 
two of John’s disciples leaving him to follow Jesus. We will read in lesson 3 
about John’s clear description of Jesus as the eternal God—the Word made 
flesh—who left His heavenly throne to walk among men. We round out our 
first unit with Jesus’ calling of Philip and Nathanael in lesson 4.

In our second unit, “Getting to Know Jesus,” we will examine some of the 
essential attributes of Jesus’ nature. We begin in lesson 5 with Jesus’ first 
miracle at the wedding in Cana, an event that made His disciples understand 
His divine nature. Following Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the five thousand, 
we read of our Lord walking atop the Sea of Galilee during a storm to join 
His disciples’ in their boat, further affirming His divinity. In lesson 7, we see 
the first of Jesus’ seven “I am” statements found in John’s Gospel. Here He 
identifies Himself as the Bread of Life by which we may have eternal spiritual 
sustenance. We see many turn away from Jesus in lesson 8, as they thought 
His teachings were too difficult. 

In our final unit, we go a little deeper into our study of the Person of Jesus 
Christ. In lesson 9, we encounter the second “I am” statement as Jesus 
declares Himself the Light of the World, a light to all who walk in spiritual 
darkness. Jesus reaffirmed His eternal nature by telling the Jews that He 
existed before Abraham.

The last three lessons this quarter relate to Jesus’ friend Lazarus. During His 
ministry, we see Jesus receiving word of Lazarus’s imperiled physical condition 
in lesson 11. He affirmed to His disciples that Lazarus had indeed died. Upon 
His arrival in Bethany, Jesus assured Mary and Martha that their brother Lazarus 
would live again. Here we see another of the “I am” statements as He declares 
Himself the Resurrection and the Life. In our final lesson, we see Jesus calling 
Lazarus from the grave to reveal the glory of God the Father to all in attendance.

May God bless you and your students as you delve into these truths.
 In Jesus’ name,

 Dan Holland
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Effective Sunday School Methods

A Greater Understanding 
This quarter we will study the many phases and steps of discipleship that 

our Lord lead His closest followers through to prepare them to effectively 
bring the gospel message to a darkened world. 

The process of discipleship, learning, and sanctification never ends this 
side of heaven, and junior Sunday school teachers have the tremendous priv-
ilege of leading young minds to a deeper understanding and appreciation of 
who Jesus is and what it is that He desires of us as His followers. You and 
your students will have a ringside seat this quarter as the Master reveals and 
teaches many things about His divine nature and mission through our lessons.

Practical Teaching Tips
As a former junior Sunday school teacher, I can tell you first to pray for 

each one of your students. Pray not only that they will learn and make 
the most of their time in class but also that they will be nourished through 
church services, prayer, and fellowship with other believers. Each session 
should begin with prayer requests and a time of prayer to prepare each in-
dividual heart (including yours!) for the lesson. Make sure any new or visiting 
students feel welcome and at home in your class. Express to them what a 
blessing it is for you to be able to spend time with them on the Lord’s Day.

A good method for beginning the teaching portion of any class session is 
to ask some type of intriguing question that ties back into the general theme 
of the lesson. Encourage responses from your students and engage them 
in conversation, but be sure not to let them drift too far off track. There is 
always an appropriate time to “reel them in” and begin teaching the lesson. 
This not only makes each student feel that his or her input is important, but 
it also provides a smooth transition into the topic at hand.

The classes my wife and I taught for many years tended to be small, so 
we would have each student take a turn reading one or two verses of the 
lesson text aloud while the others followed along. This engages students 
and keeps their minds from drifting—especially if you call on them in random 
order rather than going by seating arrangement! 

Make sure each student is following along through the entire class. If a 
younger student is having trouble keeping up, partner them with an older 
student. Keep in mind that children in this age group mature and develop 
at different rates and have varying levels of comprehension. Always be en-
couraging. As the quarter progresses, try to communicate the main Bible 
truth of each lesson without going too deep theologically for this age group. 

Most of all, be sure the children feel loved and appreciated. It is an awe-
some responsibility to instruct young minds in the ways of the Lord. Be 
thankful always for the blessing of this very important ministry.
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For Comfort and
Challenge

Joyce Roberts Lott

GOD’S PLAN
Even before the world began,

God had His special plan
To spread the news far and wide
That a Saviour would be born!

GLIMPSES OF JESUS
A few disciples were introduced 
To glimpses of who Jesus was.

They witnessed His first miracle—
Making wine at the wedding of Cana. 

MORE FEATS
He walked on water; He is the Bread of Life.

We should feed on His Word.
That will help us grow in Him. 

He walked on water; He is the Bread of Life.

CONTROL OVER LIFE AND DEATH
Lazarus, friend of Jesus, fell ill and died.

Jesus gave assurance of His control 
Over life and death.

He raised Lazarus from the dead. 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life.
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LESSON 1 DECEMBER 6, 2020

John Tells  
People About 

Jesus
Lesson Text: John 1:15-28

GOLDEN TEXT—“No man hath 
seen God at any time; the only be-
gotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father, he hath declared 
him” (John 1:18).

JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of him, and 
cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, 
He that cometh after me is preferred before 
me: for he was before me.

16 And of his fulness have all we re-
ceived, and grace for grace.

17 For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

18 No man hath seen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him.

19 And this is the record of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, Who art thou?

20 And he confessed, and denied not; 
but confessed, I am not the Christ.

21 And they asked him, What then? Art 
thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou 
that prophet? And he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him, Who art 
thou? that we may give an answer to them 
that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?

23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Make straight the way of the 
Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.

24 And they which were sent were of 
the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said unto him, 
Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?

26 John answered them, saying, I bap-
tize with water: but there standeth one 
among you, whom ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after me is pre-
ferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am 
not worthy to unloose.

28 These things were done in Bethabara 
beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Scripture Lesson Text

John the Baptist preached to  
Israel that the Messiah, the Saviour, 
was coming soon.
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APPROACHING THE LESSON

Have you ever had some exciting 
news you could not wait to share with 
friends or family? Perhaps you did 
especially well on a test at school or 
made a great play in a school sporting 
event that you wanted to relate to oth-
ers. Today we will look at a man who 
shared the greatest news ever, that a 

divine Saviour had come down from 
heaven to save mankind from sin and 
darkness!

JESUS IS THE PROMISED ONE—
John 1:15-18

John the Baptist clearly identified 
Jesus as the One who was to come, 

TEACHING THE LESSON

AIM:  to understand that Jesus is the 
Son of God, the Word incarnate.

John makes it very clear from the 
opening verses of his Gospel that  
Jesus—the Word—is divine, the God-
Man who came down from heaven to 
redeem mankind. He is the Second Per-
son of the Trinity and the Agent of Cre-
ation. The Light of the World had come, 
but His own creation did not recognize 
Him or acknowledge Him as such. 

The account continues as it tells of 
John the Baptist, a close relative of Je-
sus born six months before He was, 
who was sent into the world to herald 
the coming of Jesus the Messiah. All 
who would repent and turn from their 
wicked ways and trust in Him would 
become the children of God. 

Many false religious groups still go 
to great lengths two thousand years 
after His coming to dissuade man-
kind from believing this fundamental 
truth—that God Himself came down 
from heaven in the form of a man, and 
that all who place their faith and trust 
in Him will have eternal life. This is the 
central message of the gospel.

Are we still heralding the coming of 
the Saviour of the world today? Do we 

share the good news with family mem-
bers, friends, and coworkers who have 
not yet placed their trust and hope in 
the One who died to pay the penalty 
for our sin? We read about perhaps the 
greatest herald of our Lord in the person 
of John the Baptist in our first lesson, 
a man who seemed, to say the least, 
peculiar and perplexing to the religious 
leaders of his day. This man lived in the 
Judean wilderness. His clothing was 
made from camel’s hair, and his food 
consisted of locusts and wild honey. 
This was certainly not a man whom the 
world would view as successful, but 
we read our Lord’s statement in Luke’s 
Gospel that “among those that are 
born of women there is not a greater 
prophet than John the Baptist: but he 
that is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he” (7:28; cf. Matt. 11:11). 
John’s central message to humanity is 
repeated often throughout Scripture: 
Repent, turn from your sin, and believe 
in the One who came to save us.

We are only a few weeks away from 
Christmas. Use these first two lessons 
to begin preparing the children’s hearts 
to celebrate the miracle of the virgin 
birth, the coming of our Lord and Sav-
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