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Dear Junior Teacher:
This quarter’s study examines some very basic, essential facets of a strong 

faith and successful Christian walk: obedience, courage, and standing alone. 
The first unit, entitled “Acts of Courage,” starts off with Joshua confronting 

five hostile kings. He went into battle having been promised by God they would 
win. His confidence in the God of Israel kept them safe and caused a miracle to 
happen.

In lesson 2, Gideon displays incredible bravery in tearing down the altar to 
Baal which his father built, contrary to the people’s wishes. In its place, he erect-
ed an altar to God and sacrificed a bullock. Truth won.

In lesson 3, we watch Jonathan’s brave response in taking on the Philistine 
army with only the help of his loyal servant! Two men against an entire army is 
not the odds anyone desires, but their trust in God led them to victory.

In evil King Ahab’s story, we not only see the results of sin, but we read how 
God was moved to compassion, even from such wicked ones as Ahab and his 
wife, Jezebel. 

Unit II, “Courage Facing Threats,” begins with an unlikely victory. With an 
army half the size of his enemy’s, Abijah’s battle against Jeroboam should have 
been a defeat. The determining factor, however, was his trust in Almighty God. 
His plea to the enemy army to obey God is touching.

An excellent leader, King Hezekiah energized his people to successfully pro-
tect the city of Jerusalem against an enemy attack. His personal trust in God 
encouraged his people.

Nehemiah led his people to victory in the midst of taunting and ridicule from 
their enemies during a highly vulnerable time as they repaired the walls of Jeru-
salem. 

Esther showed as much courage as warriors on the battlefield by simply obey-
ing the request of Mordecai to intercede for the Jewish people. Knowing it could 
cause her death, she opened the king’s eyes to the wicked trickery of Haman.

Jeremiah received death threats for his obedience to God’s instructions to is-
sue judgment on Judah. His response was one of acceptance, but he reminded 
them that they would have innocent blood on their hands if he was killed.

Commonly referred to as “Daniel’s friends,” three young men stay committed 
to God’s commandment to not bow down to worship strange gods, even when 
facing death by being burned in the fire.

The final unit’s lessons deal with “Courage for Jesus.” These accounts can 
serve as a great encouragement for us today.

John preached in obedience to God, paving the way for others to believe in 
Jesus. He ended up in prison for preaching against sin.

When the rulers and elders demanded an explanation for his preaching, Peter 
delivered a clear and stirring message of salvation.

Paul faced certain death from a Jerusalem crowd that did not want to hear the 
message he brought.

As these lessons were prepared, you were being prayed for; together we trust 
God to do the work He wants to do in every listener’s heart.
  Until He returns,

 Betsy Bryan Cubas
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The Blessings of Teaching
Your position as a teacher to junior age children places you as the recipient 

of many blessings, both present and future. The opportunity to patiently invest 
biblical principles in young people can make a huge difference in the outcome of 
their lives. Lessons they hear in your class may be pivotal in their taking a stand 
to live for God’s glory.

As with any other task, teaching a weekly class can easily become routine. 
The day in and day out of the responsibilities that accompany teaching may 
distract you from focusing on the end result, and teaching can quickly begin to 
feel mundane and even trivial. 

Like the prophet Elijah, it is easy to fall into the trap of believing we are the 
only ones serving the Lord. Especially when we do not see visible results of our 
labors, discouragement can easily set in. This is nothing short of one of our en-
emy’s many tactics to steal our enthusiasm for serving the Lord. 

Each Bible hero in this quarter is confronted with a difficult situation and, 
subsequently, a choice—just as we face in our Christian walk every day. As you 
teach the lessons on how these heroes make a decision to act in a righteous 
manner and leave the consequences to God, you have the opportunity to point 
out ways to emulate that same wisdom in the decisions the children must make 
every day. Even though to us their problems may seem small and somewhat 
inconsequential, they are forming thought and action patterns for the future.

Above and beyond the elemental basics to effective teaching (preparation, 
enthusiasm), application is key. Knowing minute details of Bible stories will not 
produce a positive Christian journey; application of biblical principles assures 
success. You can list a few applications beforehand. You may ask pointed ques-
tions to get the students involved. You may also choose to present a fictitious, 
yet applicable, scenario and ask the class to bring it to a successful conclusion 
by applying the principles found in the current lesson. Shy class members will 
have to be pulled in through the use of questions or assignment of roles.

The children may be open to a question and answer time. Preparing a few 
questions beforehand that are relevant to their age group could serve as an ice 
breaker, until they come up with their own questions. This exercise may prove 
crucial to the working out of conflicts in their lives.

No matter what your rapport is with the students of your class, there may be 
underlying problems of which you are unaware. Children are very resilient and 
may be carrying heavy burdens of which no one is aware. Always pray for the 
Holy Spirit to make you sensitive to individual needs. 

It has been the experience of many pastors and Sunday school teachers to not 
know until years later what an impact their teaching had on others’ lives. It is not 
unusual for these instructors to marvel at how God’s Word took root in the listen-
ers’ hearts and produced fruit a long time afterwards. Even those students who 
appear to be the least likely to apply God’s principles have returned to thank their 
spiritual leaders for their faithfulness in presenting God’s Word. “And let us not 
be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9).

You have been given the honor to have a small part in molding young lives into 
righteous men and women. Do so with all your abilities and energy. You may be 
the deciding factor in someone’s life. Be encouraged. Be faithful. God will give 
the increase.
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FOR COMFORT AND CHALLENGE
James Parry

BLESSINGS
Blessings.

They burst their bounds; they downward dive.
Whose hand behind them lies?

The lilies of the field, the sparrows of the sky know
Who clothes them every day they live,

Feeds them from on high.

One day when we are face to face   
With Him who sees it all, who

Merely metes out grace for grace, and 
Grace for hatred too, we’ll 

Search for words to thank Him then but only
Come up mute.

 
The flowers and the birds? They praise

Him now on earth below, and
Then in heaven too. 

WITHIN, WITHOUT, ABOVE

I looked within for guidance and light—but
 Dimness and sin.

I looked without for help and hope—
 Destruction and doubt.

I looked above, praying, pleading—and found
 Grace and love!
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LESSON 1 JUNE 6, 2021

Joshua  
Commands 
the Sun to 
Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was 
no day like that before it or after 
it, that the Lord hearkened unto 
the voice of a man: for the Lord 
fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).

Scripture Lesson Text
JOSHUA 10:1 Now it came to pass, when 

Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem had heard how 
Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; 
as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants 
of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were 
among them;  

 2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon 
was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and 
because it was greater than Ai, and all the men 
thereof were mighty. 

 3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram 
king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, 
and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

 4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we 
may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with 
Joshua and with the children of Israel. 

 5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the 
king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themselves together, and went up, they 
and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, 
and made war against it. 

 6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua 
to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand 
from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and 
save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Am-
orites that dwell in the mountains are gathered 
together against us. 

 7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all 
the people of war with him, and all the mighty men 
of valour.

 8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear 
them not: for I have delivered them into thine 
hand; there shall not a man of them stand be-
fore thee.

 9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, 
and went up from Gilgal all night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited them before 
Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and chased them along the way that 
goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote them to Aze-
kah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before 
Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, 
that the Lord cast down great stones from heaven 
upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were 
more which died with hailstones than they whom the 
children of Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day 
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before 
the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of 
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and 
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, 
until the people had avenged themselves upon their 
enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So 
the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted 
not to go down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that before it or 
after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of 
a man: for the Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, 
unto the camp to Gilgal.

Joshua asked God to make the 
sun stand still so that Israel could win 
the battle.

© The Classic Bible Art Collection
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APPROACHING THE LESSON

A KING IS TERRIFIED— 
Joshua 10:1-4

Sometimes we tend to look at kings 
and other leaders as though they had 
superhuman powers. Even though 
they exercise great authority and in-
fluence, they are still human. They 
experience all the emotions we do. 

The Bible teaches us to pray for those 
who rule over us so that they will make 
good decisions on our behalf. All lead-
ers need wisdom from God.

In today’s Bible passage, we read 
about King Adonizedec, who ruled 
over the city of Jerusalem. The king 
already knew that Joshua, the mighty 

TEACHING THE LESSON

AIM:  to teach juniors that at times we 
may be asked to do extraordinary 
things that require great courage.

As we begin this exciting unit with 
emphasis on acts of courage, the first 
person of valor that we study is Josh-
ua, the great warrior and leader of Isra-
el. At the onset of this history, Joshua 
is already greatly feared and admired. 
His adversaries, kings of the Amorite 
cities and followers of a pagan god, 
show fear and dread, while Joshua 
shows confidence and determination. 
What a difference having a relationship 
with the true and living God makes in a 
person’s life. It can also affect history.

The study is divided into four parts. 
The first part is entitled, “A King Is Ter-
rified.” You may choose to discuss the 
effects fear has on our judgment. Em-
phasis should also be placed on God’s 
absolute power. Those who try to op-
pose Him and His ways are ignorant of 
His might. This may be a good place 
to point out that God is superior to any 
athlete or fictitious superhero. 

The second part, “A Plan Goes Terri-
bly Wrong,” reminds us how important 
it is to take time to think through every 
detail and look at all angles of a situa-
tion before taking action. Prayer should 

be an important factor too. Situations 
children face, such as how their obe-
dience (or lack thereof) influences the 
outcome, could be introduced here. 
This part of the lesson also portrays 
the foolishness of fighting against any-
thing or anyone God defends. Current 
issues, such as an unborn baby’s right 
to live, may be mentioned here.

The third part, “God’s Power Is Man-
ifested,” stresses the fact that God ful-
fills His promises. If He promises victory 
in a battle, it will happen. If time allows, 
you may discuss other promises God 
has made in His Word. For example: 
God’s Word promises the reward of a 
crown when we share the message of 
salvation with another and that person 
places his trust in Jesus. 

Finally, in “The Rest of the Story,” 
we clearly see God’s sensitivity to His 
followers. God respected Joshua’s 
command to the sun and moon. Josh-
ua himself did not have the authority 
or power to change the course of the 
planets; God had to act on Joshua’s 
behalf to stop the sun and moon for 
almost a day. Through fervent prayer, 
Christians have as much sway as Josh-
ua did. Of course, we should always be 
careful to pray within God’s will.


