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Dear Junior Teacher:
Spring quarter is important for followers of Christ because we celebrate 

His resurrection in a special way on Easter Sunday. It is also an import-
ant quarter for your sixth graders. You have been watching them mature; 
their growth is now obvious. It may be their final quarter as juniors. If your 
church has a spring promotion, they will move to a youth or seventh-grade 
class at the end of the quarter. If your church has a fall promotion, the sixth 
graders are almost as good as gone in the summer quarter. You need to 
prepare ways to keep them interested and engaged in your class during 
the spring.

You will lead your students in studies found in two of Paul’s letters: I and 
II Corinthians. I strongly recommend that you have a Bible commentary to 
refer to once you have studied each Scripture passage. Be Wise (1 Corin-
thians) and Be Encouraged (2 Corinthians) by Warren Wiersbe are excellent 
resources. 

To prepare for the first unit, “Instructions to a Troubled Church,” read 
all of I Corinthians. Also read the account of the start of the church in 
Corinth in Acts 18:1–17. Learn about Corinth in reference books or via on-
line searches. In its day, Corinth rivaled many of the great cities of our day. 
But with a great geographical location and thriving economy came great 
immorality and sin. Paul had many issues to correct when he wrote to the 
believers in Corinth.

Lessons 4 and 5 are probably the two most difficult lessons in the first 
unit. You will not want to share all that you learn about what went on in 
Corinth. Try to keep the emphasis on the two big principles: honor God 
with your body (lesson 4) and be a good example of a Christian to others 
(lesson 5).

The second unit, “Encouragement from a Tested Servant,” focuses 
on II Corinthians. Lesson 8 includes suggestions that juniors can use to 
comfort a hurting friend. Lesson 13 provides opportunities to talk about 
helping friends and family members who are suffering physically.

In every lesson, strive for maximum student involvement. Let students 
read Scripture passages. Allow volunteers to answer questions. Provide an 
atmosphere where students are free to ask questions. Use the suggested 
methods to teach the golden texts.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of prayer during this quarter! Ask 
God for the wisdom He has promised to give (Jas. 1:5). Pray for your stu-
dents by name and bring their needs before the Lord. Ask God to show you 
how to make specific applications to your class. You will become frustrated 
or discouraged by some of these difficult lessons unless you enlist the aid of 
the Holy Spirit, who “is of God; that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God” (I Cor. 2:12). Satan does not want you to succeed. But 
“greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (I John 4:4).
 Your friend,

 Valerie Wilson
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Leading Juniors to Christ

Perhaps no other age group is as ready to understand and believe the 
gospel message as juniors. You may have numerous opportunities to ex-
plain salvation to your students this quarter. Here is a way that I have found 
very effective with boys and girls of all ages. Use your fingers to count as 
you progress through the five points and recite the referenced Bible verses.  

One: I have sinned (Rom. 3:23). Explain that “sin” means falling short of 
completely pleasing God. Ask students to name some ways that sin can 
show up in our lives. 

Two: God loves me (5:8). Emphasize that God’s love is not earned and that 
it never changes. God loves us on the basis of who He is, not what we do. 
He will love us when others do not. 

Three: Jesus died for me (John 3:16). Jesus never sinned. We deserve 
God’s everlasting punishment against sin, but Jesus died on the cross as 
our substitute and took all of the punishment. 

Four: I trust Jesus as Saviour and receive His gift of forgiveness (Rom. 
6:23). God wants us to receive salvation the same way we receive a gift from 
someone. We do not pay for it or work for it ourselves. Jesus has already 
paid for our salvation. When we admit that we are sinners and that Jesus 
died for us and rose again, we receive God’s gift. 

Five: I am God’s child (John 1:12). Explain that trusting Jesus as Saviour 
and receiving God’s gift of salvation makes us God’s children. God becomes 
our Heavenly Father. Once we are God’s children, we are always God’s chil-
dren. (Close your hand tightly as you explain this truth.) The Bible says no 
one can take us out of God’s hand (10:29). 

Notice that this way of explaining salvation avoids all the heart symbolism. 
“Ask Jesus into your heart,” “give your heart to Jesus,” and “your heart is 
dirty; Jesus can make it clean” are problematic. Learn to use the biblical 
terminology that avoids “heart” symbolism. 

A public invitation should be used sparingly, if at all. Juniors tend to be 
self-conscious. They usually do not want to be different from their peers. After 
you have taught your class for a few weeks, you should have a good sense of 
who has confessed to having faith in Jesus as Saviour. Make opportunities to 
have personalized conversations with your students, or when presenting the 
gospel in class, ask interested students to talk to you after class is dismissed.

When with a student, help him to recognize and admit to being a sinner. 
This is the all-important first step. If a student is not ready, plan to talk to-
gether another time. Once a student does admit his sin, continue through 
the other points. Ask whether he is ready to become one of God’s children. 
Encourage the student to admit to God that he needs Jesus as Saviour. You 
may want to pray with the student, but I hesitate to have a student repeat 
after me during prayer. This may give a false sense of assurance. Prayer is 
not necessary for salvation; faith in Jesus is necessary.

Conversion is the work of the Holy Spirit. Pray regularly for your unsaved 
students that they will trust and receive Jesus as the Saviour. One of the 
greatest joys of being a Bible teacher is leading students to Christ.
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For Comfort  

and Challenge

GOD’S ANGELS

In the stillness of the night,
God sends angels in sudden flight,

Drying tears of heavy hearts,
Comforting souls as they depart.

Joyce R. BRim

FILL MY CUP
When troubles come and storm clouds rise,

I look beyond the still, gray skies,
Beyond the fading, crimson sun,

Where love and hope and faith are one.
For there, the presence of God is closer.

He fills my cup and it runneth over.

LOVE THAT ENFOLDS
Feelings of calm and inner peace

And love that envelops me
Erase my worries, doubts, and fears,

Warm my heart and dry my tears.
Unveiled, my eyes thus clearly see
That light surrounds me lovingly.
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LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022 

Stop Arguing!
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 

1:1-16

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I be-
seech you, brethren, . . . that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judg-
ment” (I Corinthians 1:10).

Scripture Lesson Text
I CORINTHIANS 1:1 Paul, called to be 

an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of 
God, and Sosthenes our brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on your be-
half, for the grace of God which is given 
you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are enriched by 
him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of Christ was 
confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no gift; 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you unto the 
end, that ye may be blameless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called 

unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of 
you, my brethren, by them which are of the 
house of Chloe, that there are contentions 
among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one of you 
saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of 
Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for 
you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of 
you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had baptized 
in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the household of 
Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I 
baptized any other.

Paul urged believers not to fight 
with one another. 
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APPROACHING THE LESSON

Do you have brothers or sisters? Do 
you always get along, living in peace 
and harmony? (Teacher: you can use 
a personal story of your own here.) 
When I was growing up, I heard (and 
sometimes said) things like this: “Dad, 
I wanted to sit by you.” “How come 
she always gets her way?” “That’s 
mine, and you can’t use it without 
asking!” “You’re in my space!” (refer-
ring to the back seat of the car). “It’s 
not my turn to do the dishes.” “Mom, 
please make her stop annoying me!” 

(Teacher: you can use a personal 
story here as well. Be sure to incorpo-
rate I John 4). I remember our moth-
er gathering us around her and then 

turning in her Bible to I John 4. She 
explained that we could not truly love 
God if we did not love one another. 
I am sure that very serious warning 
from God’s Word did not stop all our 
arguing and disagreeing, but I think 
my sisters and I tried harder to live 
peacefully together after that.

Do you realize that arguing and dis-
agreeing are not limited to individual 
families? The very same thing can 
happen in the church! The church 
is a family—the family of God. The 
followers of Jesus who make up 
the church are brothers and sisters  
in Christ. They all have the same 
Heavenly Father (see John 1:12).

TEACHING THE LESSON

AIM:  to teach the background of 
the church at Corinth and why 
Paul had to challenge the Cor-
inthians to be unified.

The church in Corinth started after 
Paul spent eighteen months there in 
a.d. 52. By a.d. 55, the church already 
had a number of major problems. 
This week’s lesson addresses the 
problem of factions. Junior students 
know what it means to argue with 
one another, and they know what 
it is to form cliques and keep other 
children out of their cliques. Draw on 
this knowledge as you teach. As you 
draw the lesson to a close, ask God 
to help you challenge your students 
to have a classroom where all stu-
dents feel welcome and appreciated.

Devote a bulletin board or area of 

the room to posters and other items 
that will help bring the quarter’s les-
sons to life. 

Read about ancient Corinth. Pick 
out some facts to print on word 
strips and post on the bulletin board. 
Websites have pictures of the ruins 
of ancient Corinth. Print some of 
these, if possible, and display them.

You want to engage your students 
during the teaching of the lesson. 
When a question appears within the 
lesson, give your students ample 
time to answer. Call on volunteers 
to read the Scripture portions that 
are indicated. Encourage questions. 
If you do not know the answers, tell 
the class you will research and re-
port back next week.

Make a poster to assist in teach-
ing this week’s golden text.


