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Dear Junior Teacher:
During the spring quarter, you will be leading the juniors through a study 

of the book of Romans. Although you will not read the entire book, the 
lessons explain the gospel as presented by Paul in his letter to the church 
in Rome.

The first unit is “Laying the Groundwork.” This begins with Paul express-
ing that he is not ashamed of the gospel. After that, he explains our need 
for the gospel, stressing the points that we all sin and that God has to 
judge sin.

The second unit, “The Proclamation of Good News,” explains salvation. 
First, the focus is on faith that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
law. We receive God’s promises and God’s righteousness by faith. We have 
new life in Christ by faith.

The third unit, “The Implications of the Gospel,” looks at our new life now 
and the hope of a better life to come. Juniors are assured that God is for us 
as believers. They learn that we are chosen by God and are saved by faith. 
The unit ends with recognizing that Jesus is Lord of all and that we need to 
share this good news with others. 

With an emphasis on the message of salvation, it would be appropriate 
during each session to include an invitation to accept Jesus as Lord and 
Saviour. Do not apply pressure and make your students feel forced to please 
you. Instead, help the juniors understand the gospel. Although your heart 
will be burdened for those who do not accept Jesus, please do not give the 
impression that you are disappointed in them. Continue to love them and 
give them what they need to come to their own personal decisions. Mean-
while, pray fervently for each junior’s soul.

I urge you to study the passages for each lesson a week in advance. I 
encourage you to read the entire book of Romans. I challenge you to mem-
orize the golden text for each week. Ask God to use this quarter’s material 
to speak to your heart in a way that ministers to you and shines through you 
for the juniors to see.

Every time I am blessed with the opportunity to write these materials, the 
Scripture assigned to me ministers perfectly to my life’s circumstances. As I 
began to prepare for this quarter, I spent weeks studying the entire book of 
Romans, not just the verses in these lessons. I memorized the golden texts. 
Then my dad became terminally ill. 

The Scriptures for these lessons assured me and gave me renewed 
hope while I watched Dad decline and leave us to join his Lord and Sav-
iour in heaven. The golden texts and truths about our sovereign God have 
given me peace and a reason to sing praises in a time of deep sorrow. 
I pray this quarter’s emphasis on the gospel and faith in our loving God 
brings hope, peace, and victory to you as well as you study and minister 
to the juniors. 

    To honor Jesus, my Saviour and Lord of all,

 Nance Keyes
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Teaching Concepts
Teaching Bible stories is fun and offers many opportunities to hook ju-

niors’ attention and keep them engaged from beginning to end. Focusing on 
concepts can be a bit more challenging.  

This quarter’s material covers concepts of the Christian faith. It contains 
information foundational to our beliefs and important for juniors to begin to 
understand. Although the more challenging terms have been simplified for 
the age group, the material is still heavy. How will you hold their attention?

Begin by setting the tone for an interactive class in advance through en-
gaging in friendly conversation when you see your juniors around church or 
in the community. As juniors arrive to class, chat about their week or what-
ever may be on their minds. Keep it light, but show them that your interest in 
them goes beyond merely reading through the day’s lesson.

As they share more about their interests, concerns, and experiences, lis-
ten closely for ways to incorporate these with the material that is provided. 
The more you can tie the material to the specific individuals in your class, the 
more you will hold their attention. Add to the lesson a few comments about 
your own experience, being sure to stay brief, on topic, and age appropriate. 

Seeing how the concepts relate to the world around them will help engage 
the juniors. Include current events where applicable, always making sure the 
content is appropriate for Sunday school and for nine- to eleven-year-olds. 
Current events can include church news, community events, or world news. 

Another way to hold the juniors’ attention is to help them think about and 
personalize the concepts. One of the first concepts this quarter is sin. That is 
not one they will enjoy personalizing, but it is necessary. Rather than a direct 
or open discussion about an individual’s sin, consider a time of silent prayer so 
that the juniors can connect that more sensitive part of the material privately. 

Juniors typically do not like to have to make choices, but the decision for 
salvation is a choice they need to confront. Connect with the juniors by ac-
knowledging where they are and talking about how hard it is to make deci-
sions. Ask what decisions they have had to make and struggled with. Ask 
about the outcome. Present the gospel in a way that they see clearly the 
consequences of living in sin and living in Christ. 

Let the juniors know this is their class and they are active participants. Do this 
by asking for volunteers to read or restate the lesson. Ask for volunteers as often 
as possible to help you write on the board, hold a map, or distribute supplies. 

Consider healthy competition as you work on memorizing the golden text 
or recalling the main points from the day’s lesson. Make sure the juniors know 
ahead of time so that they will make an effort to listen closely to help their 
team. Jumping up with the answers might help those who get tired of sitting.

Repetition, personalization, and involvement may add some life to the 
classroom. Writing key concepts or thoughts on the board will reinforce the 
learning and give the juniors something to look at.   

Last, add to all that your genuine interest in the material and concern for 
the juniors’ souls, and you will win their attention.
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FOR COMFORT AND CHALLENGE
Janah LittLer

Victory
“Faith is the victory.”
It has oft been said.

Jesus, our King, won because He bled.
And He rose, defeating death for you and me.

The Fight
We must fight against sin

Each and every day—
No time to rest,

No time to delay.

Put your armor on, Christian,
And fight with God’s Word.

He will bring the victory
Against the temptations of the world.

Lord of All
Is Jesus Lord of all?

Or do you see Him a different way?
Have you surrendered to His call

Of a living and abiding faith?

He owns all of you
And all you own.

He is your Creator too,
God’s very Son.
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LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021

Paul Boldly 
Preaches  

the Gospel
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Romans 1:16).

Scripture Lesson Text

ROMANS 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith 
is spoken of throughout the whole world.

 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you al-
ways in my prayers;

10 Making request, if by any means now 
at length I might have a prosperous journey 
by the will of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I may im-
part unto you some spiritual gift, to the end 
ye may be established;

12 That is, that I may be comforted to-
gether with you by the mutual faith both of 
you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, 

brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to 
come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that 
I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith.

 In his letter, Paul told the Romans 
that he wanted to be with them to 
teach them the gospel.

© The Classic Bible Art Collection
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APPROACHING THE LESSON

If you went away on an adventure, 
who would you keep in touch with 
back home? What kinds of things 
would you tell that person? 

We use phones, computers, photos, 
and text messages to keep in touch. 
Before we had these options, people 
wrote letters. Letters took a while to 
travel from the sender to the recipient. 
Some wrote letters telling how much 

they missed their friends and family, 
others wrote of their adventures and 
plans, and some wrote about deeper 
matters of concern. 

The book of Romans in the New 
Testament is a letter that the apostle 
Paul wrote to the church in Rome. Paul 
wrote to them when he was traveling 
on a missionary journey, but he wrote 
to them as one who had not even met 

TEACHING THE LESSON

AIM:  to show that Paul followed God’s 
leading and boldly preached the 
life-changing gospel to both the 
Jews and the Gentiles.

We begin the spring quarter by study-
ing Romans 1. Paul’s letter to the church 
in Rome sums up the gospel message, 
as it draws attention to our need, God’s 
provision, and our response. 

Paul wrote this letter when he was on 
his third missionary journey. He longed 
to go to Rome, but he did not get there 
until he was arrested and brought there 
in chains. Meanwhile, Paul lived out his 
purpose as a bond servant of Jesus, 
sent forth to preach the gospel.

Paul made no apologies for the 
words he preached. He preached that 
the gospel message reveals the fulfill-
ment of the Old Testament prophecies. 
It proclaims Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
It offers God’s unmerited favor and 
peace to all who believe. It instructs all 
people to yield to Jesus and obey God.

Although Paul did not establish 
the church in Rome, he knew of the 
church. His heart was burdened for 
them. As a Sunday school teacher, 
your heart is likely burdened for the 

juniors you teach. Some may know 
the gospel; some may not. Some who 
know it may have not yet understood 
how it impacts them personally. Some 
might understand the gospel for the 
first time as a result of your teaching 
through the book of Romans. As you 
set the foundation for the quarter this 
week, make the gospel message as 
simple and clear as possible. Stress 
the importance of the gospel being for 
everyone. And, regardless of the com-
ments or taunting we may experience 
by those who reject the gospel, we 
should not be ashamed of the gospel 
but instead, like Paul, share it boldly.

For Teaching the Lesson, prepare a 
whiteboard or flip chart and markers to 
print students’ answers to your ques-
tions. Bring a Bible map and a current 
world map. Also, gather printed infor-
mation about various missions your 
church supports. It would be helpful 
to bring printed letters from missionar-
ies the church supports. You can think 
about possibly planning a project with 
your students to encourage minis-
tries or missionaries (ask students for  
any ideas).


