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Dear Junior Teacher:
An infant depends on his parents or another caregiver of some kind for just 

about everything. Being fed, bathed, and even held are expressions of love that 
the child needs to receive from a source other than himself. As the child grows, 
however, he learns and is expected to take on certain levels of responsibility. He 
will eventually be given parental instructions to which he is able to and expected 
to comply.

God lifted and carried the Israelites out of Egyptian bondage with a marvelous 
display of His amazing power. Although they would never outgrow their reliance 
on Him, the Israelites received instructions from the Lord on how they were to 
honor Him, which is the theme for this quarter.

Feeling overwhelmed by the challenges faced when being used by the Lord is 
nothing new. Starting with the fi rst lesson of this quarter, we will see that Moses 
learned that God not only gives instructions to His people, but He is also with 
His people as they learn to honor Him. 

God had already set the stage in Egypt for the salvation He would bring to 
His people. The fi nal plague there, however, was also to be accompanied by 
faithful obedience from the Israelites if they were to experience His deliverance. 
Lessons 2 and 3 continue along the path of teaching the importance of trusting 
and obeying the Lord.

Being obedient to God in worship is at the forefront of the second unit, which 
begins with the people of Israel being overcome with awe as they witnessed an 
amazing display of God’s power and holiness at Mount Sinai. The divine instruc-
tions and events that follow make plain the fact that God cannot be approached 
by sinful people on their own terms. People can only be made right with God and 
approach Him on His terms.

The Lord lovingly showed Himself to be Israel’s God and Saviour. As such, He 
deserved and demanded that they exclusively worship Him. In the unit’s subse-
quent lessons, He gave His people commandments and instructions pertaining 
to their dealings with Him and one another.

Obedience to the Lord played a key role in the construction of the tabernacle 
and the sacrifi ces that were offered to Him there. As these topics are addressed 
throughout the quarter, you will be able to help your students see the need for 
Jesus having to come as Saviour, although it would not happen for nearly anoth-
er fi fteen hundred years after the events studied in this quarter. 

The third and fi nal unit of the quarter focuses on the Israelites being called to 
obey the Lord as they conducted themselves in society. The manner in which 
they trusted and obeyed the Lord was to bring honor to Him by setting them-
selves apart from the pagan nations around them.  You are in a position to make 
a wonderful impact on young lives as you help your students understand how 
they can bring honor to God as they trust and obey Him. 

For His glory,

Reginald Coats
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A Reason for Obedience
The concept of obedience is not one typically embraced with great enthusiasm 

by young people. Many adults do not like constantly subjecting themselves to 
what someone else tells them to do either. A sheer determination to pursue one’s 
own desires can certainly present a hindrance when it comes to obedience.

However, the reason for resistance can also be related to a lack of knowledge 
and understanding in regards to the intentions of the person giving instructions. 
This is why many are quick to fi nd fault with the Israelites’ lack of faith and obe-
dience to the Lord on numerous occasions found in Scripture. God’s love and 
wonderful intentions for the Israelites had been made abundantly clear to them 
through the plagues visited upon the Egyptians and in so many other ways.

Of course, God is not obligated to explain Himself to anyone—a lesson that 
Job eventually learned (Job 42:1-6), but He has certainly proved to us that He 
has nothing but the best intentions for His people (cf. Rom. 5:8; I John 4:10). And 
when your students recognize that you love them and have their best interests 
in mind, they will be more inclined to follow the instructions and rules that you 
have given for the class.

From a child’s vantage point, rules can just be a means of restricting or elim-
inating fun. The benefi ts of having rules to obey can easily be overlooked when 
it seems as if they are in place to deprive instead of direct. It can, therefore, be a 
good idea to occasionally inform or remind your students why certain rules are 
in place.

Perhaps your students would benefi t from trying to imagine going to the most 
amazing amusement park in the world. Thinking about all of the fun that will be 
had there is the easy part. But what is likely to be taken for granted is actually 
getting to the fun-fi lled destination. Directions will need to be followed, and a 
means of transportation will need to be provided.

If the driving directions call for getting on the highway and traveling in a cer-
tain direction but you keep going your own way, you should not expect to reach 
the desired destination. Likewise, no one should expect to discover and experi-
ence the joy of the Lord apart from following His instructions. 

God knows what is best for us, and He also knows how to best direct His 
people toward that end. Our ultimate purpose and pleasure of living is found in 
Him. Through His Word, God gives guidance to His people. Obediently following 
the instructions of our loving God and Saviour only makes sense.

As you teach the students what God has brought into your life, help them to 
recognize the love, care, and concern that He has for His people, as expressed 
through the instructions given by Him to His people. In a similar sense, help 
them to understand that the rules established by you in the classroom are not 
intended to prevent fun but to provide an environment in which they can thrive 
as they learn and apply the truth of God’s Word to their lives.

Just as it should not be expected and might even seem impossible for your stu-
dents to sit completely still as you are instructing them, no one is capable of perfect-
ly following all of God’s laws. But what our sinfulness hinders us from doing com-
pletely, we can be completely forgiven of by completely trusting Jesus as Saviour. 

God then gives us His Holy Spirit to comfort, strengthen, and help guide us as 
we strive to follow Him more closely because we love Him. 

—Reginald Coats.
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FOR COMFORT AND 

CHALLENGE

Don’t Idle

CAROLYN L. KRISE

Walking 
in the Light 

J. HAROLD GWYNNE

The night comes when no 
man can work. 

Don’t idle your hours away. 
If there’s something you need 

to be doing, 
Do it now, without delay. 

It may be that someone is 
waiting 

Your beautiful message to 
hear. 

Someone who is near 
destruction, 

And is living in darkness and 
fear. 

So go while there’s breath in 
your being. 

Yes, go before it is night. 
Go share the wondrous story. 
Go now and shed forth your 

light. 

Your God will richly reward 
you, 

With joy in your heart and 
soul.

So go ahead and get started, 
And press onward to the goal.

Our God is light, and Christ is 
light, 

And we are light in Him; 
Though oft we walk in darkest 

night, 
Our light will never grow dim. 

We walk in light with Christ our 
Lord, 

In fellowship divine, 
Our spirits one in sweet accord, 

In faith and name and sign. 

And by the Saviour’s precious 
blood 

He shed on Calvary’s tree, 
Our sins are cleansed by that 

pure fl ood, 
And we are ransomed—free!

His light gives guidance for our 
needs

In all the steps we take; 
In righteous paths, He always 

leads 
In peace, for His name’s sake. 

Dear Father God, to Thee we 
pray: 

Help us to walk in love
And serve our Master every 

day, 
Till we go home above.
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LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Leading Others by 
Obeying God

Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will send 
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the 
children of Israel out of Egypt” 
(Exodus 3:10).

EXODUS 3:1 Now Moses kept the fl ock of 
Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: 
and he led the fl ock to the backside of the 
desert, and came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb.

2 And the angel of the LORD appeared 
unto him in a fl ame of fi re out of the midst 
of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the 
bush burned with fi re, and the bush was 
not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, 
and see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt.

4 And when the LORD saw that he turned 
aside to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Here am I.

5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of 
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid 
his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen 
the affl iction of my people which are in Egypt, 

and have heard their cry by reason of their 
taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;

8 And I am come down to deliver them 
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land unto a good 
land and a large, unto a land fl owing with 
milk and honey; unto the place of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites.

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the 
children of Israel is come unto me: and I 
have also seen the oppression wherewith the 
Egyptians oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I will send 
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring 
forth my people the children of Israel out 
of Egypt.

11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, 
that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should 
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?

12 And he said, Certainly I will be with 
thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, 
that I have sent thee: When thou hast 
brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye 
shall serve God upon this mountain.

Scripture Lesson Text

© The Classic Bible Art Collection

God appeared to Moses in a 
burning bush and chose him to be 
the deliverer of His people Israel.
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APPROACHING THE LESSON

MOSES AND THE BURNING 
BUSH—Exodus 3:1-3

Moses had been a prince in the 
courts of Egypt. The pharaoh’s daugh-
ter had spared his life, adopted him, 
and given him all the privileges afford-
ed to royalty. Yet Moses never felt that 
he was an Egyptian. His ties were with 
his people, the Hebrews.

When Moses was forty years old, 
he defended a Hebrew when the man 
was attacked by an Egyptian. He 

killed the Egyptian and buried him in 
the sand. Moses’ own people did not 
sympathize with him, and the pharaoh 
sought to kill him. Moses fl ed into the 
desert of Midian (cf. 2:11-15).

We read about Moses’ intense long-
ing to be one with the Hebrews in the 
book of Hebrews (11:23-25). He chose 
to suffer affl iction with God’s people 
rather than be called the son of Pha-
raoh’s daughter and enjoy the plea-
sures Egypt offered him. He did not fear 

TEACHING THE LESSON

AIM: to teach that God has created 
each of us for a special purpose. 
We should obey God’s call to serve 
Him. He promises that He will 
guide, direct, and never leave us.

God works in unusual and marvel-
ous ways to bring about the fulfi llment 
of His will. He does not always seek 
those who are brilliant and skilled to 
accomplish His work. Humble men 
and women, willing to do His bidding, 
are the ones He often chooses to use.

Pharaoh was indebted to Joseph 
for developing a food storage program 
that made the Egyptians self-suffi cient 
and prosperous during years of famine. 
He accommodated Joseph by allowing 
him to bring his family into Egypt since 
famine had devastated their own land.

The arrangement worked well as 
long as that pharaoh lived. The He-
brews fared well and grew large in 
number. However, when he died and 
others came into leadership, the Egyp-
tians felt threatened by the prosperity 
and growth of the Hebrews.

By the time Moses was born, God’s 

people had become enslaved to the 
Egyptians. They were beaten by task-
masters who demanded that they ac-
complish nearly impossible tasks. Their 
existence had become unbearable.

God set in motion unusual means 
to deliver the Hebrews from their 
affl ictions. He chose Amram and 
Jochebed, devoted and determined 
children of God, to bring Moses into 
the world. When danger threatened, 
his mother preserved his life in a tiny 
ark in the bulrushes.

Moses grew up in the royal court 
of the Egyptians, but he chose to be 
identifi ed with his people in their op-
pression. Initially, however, he was not 
fi t to help them. God had to do a work 
in his heart. That work took forty years. 
When Moses was humbled and ready 
to obey, God was ready to use him.

Are you willing to serve the Lord in 
humility and obedience? Our will done 
our way always ends in disaster. God 
is ready to use us when we have given 
up our willful pursuits in order to spend 
time communing with Him and are will-
ing to submit to His righteous direction.


