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Dear Juniors,

Welcome to our new Junior Bible Class+! We hope it helps 
you get excited about learning and applying God’s Word! 

Here are some of the new features:

•  The Big Idea highlights the main point of the lesson . 

•  Discussion Questions are interjected within the lesson to help 
you interact with the topic .

•  The main ideas are bold in the lesson to help you see them  
at a glance .

•  The Big Question addresses some doubts, fears, or concerns 
you may have about God, His Word, or life in general .

•  Next Steps give you ways to be doing what the lesson  
is teaching throughout the week .

•  Christ Focus shows how every lesson points to Jesus .

•  Talk About It gives you ideas on things to discuss with trusted 
adult Christians in your life .
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TALK ABOUT 
IT

Ask a Christian adult about how to put your faith in 

Jesus so that you can live in peace in God’s kingdom.

Christ Focu
s

Jesus took the punishment for our sins so 

that we can live in God’s kingdom.

A FEW FAST 
FACTS

1. Jesus taught the Beatitudes in an important order. The first four are 

about God helping us. The next four are how we can be helpful to others. 

First, we are blessed. Then we become a blessing to others. 

2. The words Jesus used for “poor” and “mourn” in His language are the 

worst kinds of poverty and sadness. He used strong words to show the oppo-

site of how blessed we are with God. 

3. The word “comfort” is made up of “com” and “fort.” “Com” means 

“with.” “Fort” means “strength.” God comforts the sad, or gives them strength. 

4. “Meek” does not mean wimpy. The original word means to break in a 

wild horse. They can be really out of control. “Meek” means that we need to 

really control our emotions. 

5. To show mercy to others means we are to show kindness just as God 

would. 
6. Notice that we are called to make peace happen, not just keep the peace. 

next steps
You can show others that you belong to God’s kingdom by being kind 

to others. Think of ways you could help a family, a friend, or someone you 

don’t know. Box up some of your toys or clothes to donate to a local foster 

care organization, and include a Bible. 
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What is heaven like?Heaven is a real place. Even though we cannot know exactly what it is like, the 

Bible describes it. It is the place where God dwells (Revelation 21:3). Isaiah tells 

us that His throne is there (Isaiah 6:1). Ezekiel reported that His glory shines 

brightly (Ezekiel 1:26-28). John gave us more details. He said heaven is filled 

with beautiful stones and gems (Revelation 21:18-21). Heaven has no night, 

because the Lord is the light. The sun and moon are no longer needed (verses 

23-25). It is the best paradise that exists. A river that gives life to all things flows 

through it (22:1-2). There will be no more tears, no more pain, and no more 

sorrow (21:4). There will be no more death. The best thing about heaven is what 

Jesus told the thief on the cross next to Him (see Luke 23:42-43), which is that 

we will get to be with Jesus forever. 

mourn” means. Don’t worry, though, that is a good thing. When we feel sad 

about sin, we can ask God for forgiveness. He will forgive us. Knowing we 

are forgiven helps us to do good things for Him. Being meek does not mean we are shy. When Jesus is our Savior, He helps 

us put others first. Just like Jesus, God’s people are gentle and caring. 
When you are hungry, you want food really bad. Jesus wants us to be  

hungry for knowing Him better just like we get hungry for food. God’s people 

can be happy because they have the Bible to know more about Him. God fills 

us with His goodness when we study it. Gods’ people have received mercy. God showed us kindness and mercy, so 

we need to do the same for others. 

 

How can you show mercy to others?
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God’s people are happy because Jesus helps them do the right things. That 

is what “pure in heart” means. We think and do good things because we will see God someday. 
When God’s people make peace with others, they are happy. We bring 

others to God and try to get along with as many people as possible. 
Sometimes God’s people get picked on because we believe in Him and 

serve Him. Jesus said that we can be happy because we look forward to going 

to heaven someday. Jesus then taught that God’s people need to live in a way that helps others. 

That way, other people will also become Christians. God’s people can work to-

gether to help make God’s kingdom grow. His kingdom grows when more people 

trust in Jesus as Savior. They will also live in heaven with God forever.

BLESSED

Lesson 1

June 4, 2023

WHAT IS GOD’S KINGDOM L
IKE?

Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 

righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). 

BIG IDEA:  God’s kingdom is filled with hope and joy 

for those who put their faith in Jesus.

What do you imagine God’s kingdom, heaven, will look like? 

What are some things you can do that show you are living God’s way? 

Who will live in God's kingdom? People who have trusted in Jesus 

as Savior will live there. Everyone who believes that Jesus died for their 

sins and came back to life again will live in heaven. They are God’s people 

and citizens of heaven. 

One lesson Jesus taught about God’s kingdom is called the Beatitudes. 

Those who will live in God’s kingdom live God’s way now. Look at Matthew 

5:1-16. Jesus used the word “blessed” a lot. “Blessed” can also mean “happy.”

 God’s blessings bring us peace and joy. Jesus taught this lesson because so 

many people think that happiness comes from having things like power, fame, 

and money. He taught that we should not put our hope in those things. The 

people who are truly happy are those who live God’s way.

Bible Lesson
Jesus often talked about the kingdom of God. He also called it the kingdom 

of heaven. Jesus is there now, preparing the kingdom of God for all Christians 

to live there forever. 
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Being “poor in spirit” means that God’s people know they need Jesus. 

We are happy because we trust in Him as Savior. We will live in God’s 

kingdom someday. 

Do you feel sad about the bad things you do? That’s what “those who 
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Understanding God’s Kingdom
UNIT I:



BLESSED

Lesson 1June 4, 2023

WHAT IS GOD’S KINGDOM LIKE?
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). 

BIG IDEA:  God’s kingdom is filled with hope and joy 
for those who put their faith in Jesus.

What do you imagine God’s kingdom, heaven, will look like? 

What are some things you can do that show you are living God’s way? 

Who will live in God's kingdom? People who have trusted in Jesus 
as Savior will live there. Everyone who believes that Jesus died for their 
sins and came back to life again will live in heaven. They are God’s people 
and citizens of heaven. 

One lesson Jesus taught about God’s kingdom is called the Beatitudes. 
Those who will live in God’s kingdom live God’s way now. Look at Matthew 
5:1-16. Jesus used the word “blessed” a lot. “Blessed” can also mean “happy.”

 God’s blessings bring us peace and joy. Jesus taught this lesson because so 
many people think that happiness comes from having things like power, fame, 
and money. He taught that we should not put our hope in those things. The 
people who are truly happy are those who live God’s way.

Bible Lesson
Jesus often talked about the kingdom of God. He also called it the kingdom 

of heaven. Jesus is there now, preparing the kingdom of God for all Christians 
to live there forever. 
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Being “poor in spirit” means that God’s people know they need Jesus. 
We are happy because we trust in Him as Savior. We will live in God’s 
kingdom someday. 

Do you feel sad about the bad things you do? That’s what “those who 



What is heaven like?
Heaven is a real place. Even though we cannot know exactly what it is like, the 

Bible describes it. It is the place where God dwells (Revelation 21:3). Isaiah tells 
us that His throne is there (Isaiah 6:1). Ezekiel reported that His glory shines 
brightly (Ezekiel 1:26-28). John gave us more details. He said heaven is filled 
with beautiful stones and gems (Revelation 21:18-21). Heaven has no night, 
because the Lord is the light. The sun and moon are no longer needed (verses 
23-25). It is the best paradise that exists. A river that gives life to all things flows 
through it (22:1-2). There will be no more tears, no more pain, and no more 
sorrow (21:4). There will be no more death. The best thing about heaven is what 
Jesus told the thief on the cross next to Him (see Luke 23:42-43), which is that 
we will get to be with Jesus forever. 

mourn” means. Don’t worry, though, that is a good thing. When we feel sad 
about sin, we can ask God for forgiveness. He will forgive us. Knowing we 
are forgiven helps us to do good things for Him. 

Being meek does not mean we are shy. When Jesus is our Savior, He helps 
us put others first. Just like Jesus, God’s people are gentle and caring. 

When you are hungry, you want food really bad. Jesus wants us to be  
hungry for knowing Him better just like we get hungry for food. God’s people 
can be happy because they have the Bible to know more about Him. God fills 
us with His goodness when we study it. 

Gods’ people have received mercy. God showed us kindness and mercy, so 
we need to do the same for others. 

 

How can you show mercy to others?
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God’s people are happy because Jesus helps them do the right things. That 
is what “pure in heart” means. 

We think and do good things because we will see God someday. 
When God’s people make peace with others, they are happy. We bring 

others to God and try to get along with as many people as possible. 
Sometimes God’s people get picked on because we believe in Him and 

serve Him. Jesus said that we can be happy because we look forward to going 
to heaven someday. 

Jesus then taught that God’s people need to live in a way that helps others. 
That way, other people will also become Christians. God’s people can work to-
gether to help make God’s kingdom grow. His kingdom grows when more people 
trust in Jesus as Savior. They will also live in heaven with God forever.



TALK ABOUT IT
Ask a Christian adult about how to put your faith in 

Jesus so that you can live in peace in God’s kingdom.

Christ Focus
Jesus took the punishment for our sins so 

that we can live in God’s kingdom.

A FEW FAST FACTS
1. Jesus taught the Beatitudes in an important order. The first four are 

about God helping us. The next four are how we can be helpful to others. 
First, we are blessed. Then we become a blessing to others. 

2. The words Jesus used for “poor” and “mourn” in His language are the 
worst kinds of poverty and sadness. He used strong words to show the oppo-
site of how blessed we are with God. 

3. The word “comfort” is made up of “com” and “fort.” “Com” means 
“with.” “Fort” means “strength.” God comforts the sad, or gives them strength. 

4. “Meek” does not mean wimpy. The original word means to break in a 
wild horse. They can be really out of control. “Meek” means that we need to 
really control our emotions. 

5. To show mercy to others means we are to show kindness just as God 
would. 

6. Notice that we are called to make peace happen, not just keep the peace. 

next steps
You can show others that you belong to God’s kingdom by being kind 

to others. Think of ways you could help a family, a friend, or someone you 
don’t know. Box up some of your toys or clothes to donate to a local foster 
care organization, and include a Bible. 

Junior Bible Class+ • 7


