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JUST FOR JUNIORS
Summer 2021

Hi, Juniors,

We are in for an exciting study this quarter. These lessons are a real treat. 
Our main theme for the next few weeks is courage. One dictionary de-
fines courage as “the ability to control your fear in a dangerous or difficult  
situation.” 

Have you ever been in a dangerous or difficult situation? I remember the 
story of Jochabed, who hid her baby boy, Moses, for three months. When it 
was no longer possible to keep him hidden, she placed him in a little wooden 
ark and set him in the Nile River. The baby could have drowned, or someone 
could have killed him. Jochabed did all she could and then trusted God for 
the outcome.

We will study people who, like Jochabed, did courageous acts, or 
showed courage while being threatened, and others who showed tremen-
dous courage for Jesus. These people varied in age and lived in different 
places and even in different times of history. What they had in common 
was their faith in the one true God, and their willingness to trust Him. In 
every single instance, God came through. If you will trust Him, He will do 
the same for you.

Can you imagine being such a strong prayer warrior that you could com-
mand the sun to stay in its place for a day? How would it be to know that 
what you were about to do could cost you your life? What would it feel like 
to have to speak to a huge crowd of people who did not like what you had to 
say? These biblical heroes’ examples will help you when you are faced with 
a situation in which you need to show courage. God included their stories in 
His Word for that very reason.

As our world gets less interested in God, it takes more courage for 
God’s people to stand up for His truth. The same God that helped biblical 
heroes will help you. Your challenge may seem small compared to theirs, 
but you will still need courage to do what is right. It all starts with a deci-
sion to be courageous for the Lord. Instead of thinking about the danger 
or how hard the trial may be, focus on God’s power. You can have the 
same success the heroes in the Bible had, because God never changes. 
He is just as powerful today as He was in Bible times. You could be God’s 
next hero!

 Your friend,

 Betsy Bryan Cubas

The Incorporated Trustees of the
Gospel Worker Society
Union Gospel Press Division
P.O. Box 301055  
Cleveland, Ohio 44130-0915
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Do You Remember?
Match up the courageous hero from the column on the right with the 

theme of his story in the column on the left. 

 1.__  The sun stood still about a 
whole day (Joshua 10:13).

 2.__  He threw down Baal’s altar 
(Judges 6:32).

 3.__  “There is no restraint to the 
Lord” (I Samuel 14:6).

 4.__  He was sent to meet Ahab, 
king of Israel (I Kings 21:18).

 5.__  “God smote Jeroboam and all 
Israel before . . . Judah”  
(II Chronicles 13:15).

 6.__  “With us is the Lord our God 
to help us, and to fight our 
battles” (II Chronicles 32:8).

 7.__  “So built we the wall; and all 
the wall was joined together” 
(Nehemiah 4:6).

 8.__  “If I perish, I perish”  
(Esther 4:16).

 9.__  Sent to prophesy against  
Jerusalem (Jeremiah 26:12).

10.__  “We will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden  
image” (Daniel 3:18).

11.__  A messenger sent to prepare 
the way of the Lord  
(Matthew 11:10).

12.__  “We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen 
and heard” (Acts 4:20).

13.__  Sent to preach to the Gentiles 
(Acts 22:21).

A. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego

B. Paul

C. John the Baptist

D. Peter and John

E. Hezekiah

F. Jeremiah

G. Jonathan    

H. Nehemiah 

I. Elijah

J. Esther

K. Gideon

L. Joshua   

M. Abijah

ANSWERS:

1. L; 2. K; 3. G; 4. I; 5. M; 6. E; 7. H; 8. J; 9. F; 10. A; 11. C; 12. D; 13. B.
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Courage to Obey
Duncan finished his chore list as quickly as possible, looking forward to 

his electronic time. Glancing out the front window, he noticed a stranger 
standing on the corner. He turned to call Max.

“Time to go out!” The labrador jumped off the sofa and sped toward the 
back door. While Duncan watched Max, the doorbell rang. Who could that 
be? he wondered. Mom never rang the bell; she always used her key. Be-
sides, it was too early for her to arrive from work.

“Max, come in!” Duncan ordered. Max bounded in and Duncan locked 
the back door. He went to the front door to look through the peep hole as 
Max persistently barked. Duncan recognized the man he had just seen on 
the corner.

“Package delivery for Duncan Anderson,” the man called out. Duncan 
looked down on the porch, where an interesting box rested. It looked to 
be about the size of the electronic game device he had hinted about for his 
birthday. Maybe his mother had ordered it for him!

Just as he reached to unlatch the chain, the words his mother had told 
him repeatedly came to mind: “Never unlock the door for a stranger.”  He 
slowly lowered his hand as Max continued to bark.

“Just leave it on the porch,” he called through the locked door. His heart 
raced, but he remembered Psalms 56:3, which his mother had stenciled 
over his bed: “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.”  He pulled his cell 
phone out of his pocket and called his mother.

“I can’t do that. Someone has to sign for the package,” the man explained. 
Duncan hesitated, thinking he might be jumping to conclusions. Then he 
heard his phone’s familiar ringtone.

“Duncan, what’s wrong?” his mother asked, sensing a problem. Duncan 
moved away from the door and quietly explained what was happening.

“Hang up, and do not open the door. I’m calling the police!” his mother 
said. The stranger continued to urge him to open the door. After what 
seemed like an eternity, Duncan heard a siren in the distance. He watched 
the man look around nervously. When the siren got closer, he picked up 
the box and ran, disappearing down a side street.

An hour later, Duncan had already told the story three times to the police 
while his worried mother held him so tightly he could hardly breathe.

“I’m so proud of you for not opening the door,” she said over and over. “I 
keep thinking about what could have happened.” Duncan tried to imagine 
the danger in which he might have placed himself.

The sheriff’s partner, a police artist, wanted to come up with a sketch of 
the perpetrator. Duncan worried that he would not be able to give a good de-
scription of the delivery man, but again recalled the verse in his room. Within 
minutes a strong resemblance of the man appeared on the artist’s pad.

“Duncan, your statement is going to help us nail this guy,” the sheriff said 
as he left. The next day, a suspect fitting Duncan’s description was arrested. 
Duncan’s courage in the face of danger had paid off.
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LESSON 1 JUNE 6, 2021

Joshua  
Commands 
the Sun to 
Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was 
no day like that before it or after 
it, that the Lord hearkened unto 
the voice of a man: for the Lord 
fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).

Scripture Lesson Text
JOSHUA 10:1 Now it came to pass, when 

Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem had heard how 
Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; 
as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants 
of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were 
among them;  

 2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon 
was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and 
because it was greater than Ai, and all the men 
thereof were mighty. 

 3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram 
king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, 
and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

 4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we 
may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with 
Joshua and with the children of Israel. 

 5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the 
king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themselves together, and went up, they 
and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, 
and made war against it. 

 6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua 
to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand 
from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and 
save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Am-
orites that dwell in the mountains are gathered 
together against us. 

 7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all 
the people of war with him, and all the mighty men 
of valour.

 8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear 
them not: for I have delivered them into thine 
hand; there shall not a man of them stand be-
fore thee.

 9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, 
and went up from Gilgal all night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited them before 
Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and chased them along the way that 
goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote them to Aze-
kah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before 
Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, 
that the Lord cast down great stones from heaven 
upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were 
more which died with hailstones than they whom the 
children of Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day 
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before 
the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of 
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and 
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, 
until the people had avenged themselves upon their 
enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So 
the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted 
not to go down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that before it or 
after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of 
a man: for the Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, 
unto the camp to Gilgal.

Joshua asked God to make the 
sun stand still so that Israel could win 
the battle.

© The Classic Bible Art Collection



6

Know Your Bible
A KING IS TERRIFIED— 
Joshua 10:1-4

Sometimes we tend to 
look at kings and other 
leaders as though they 
had superhuman pow-
ers. Even though they 
exercise great authority 
and influence, they are 

still human. They experience all the 
emotions we do. The Bible teaches 
us to pray for those who rule over 
us so that they will make good deci-
sions on our behalf. All leaders need 
wisdom from God.

In today’s Bible passage, we read 
about King Adonizedec, who ruled 
over the city of Jerusalem. The 
king already knew that Joshua, the 
mighty leader of the Israelites, had 
totally wrecked the city of Jericho. 
On this day, he heard even worse 
news: Joshua had done the very 
same thing to the city of Ai. King 
Adonizedec probably wondered 
whether Jerusalem would be the 
next city to be attacked. The thought 
scared him horribly. Even worse, he 
learned that the Israelites had made 
an alliance with the people of the 
mighty city of Gibeon. That meant 
two strong groups had now joined 
together in friendship and would de-
fend each other. So, the king sat and 
pondered what to do until he came 
up with a plan.

King Adonizedec thought his plan 
was a good one. If it worked, his city 
would become more powerful than 
the Israelite army. They would then 
have nothing to fear.

Have you ever made plans when 
you were under stress? Did they turn 
out as you planned? When we are 

worried about something, we do not 
always think straight. We forget im-
portant details. 

A PLAN GOES TERRIBLY 
WRONG—Joshua 10:5-10

King Adonizedec decided to send 
word to four kings of neighboring 
Amorite cities. He told them the terri-
ble news he had received and shared 
his plan with them. He invited them 
to gang up with him against Gibeon 
and fight. If they won the battle, the 
Gibeonites would then have to help 
the Amorite cities. Jerusalem and the 
other four cities would be safe at last.

Adonizedec’s plan sounded like 
a good one to the other four kings, 
so they agreed to join him. The five 
kings called their armies and went 
together to fight against the great 
city of Gibeon.

However, there were a few prob-
lems with the plan. Adonizedec ap-
parently forgot that Joshua and his 
men would fight for their friends in 
Gibeon. When the men oaf Gibeon 
saw what the Amorites were up 
to, they quickly called for Joshua’s 
army to come help them. As any true 
friend would do, Joshua and his men 
hurried to their friends’ defense.

Adonizedec also forgot that Josh-
ua and his men were people of val-
or. They were experienced fighters, 
courageous, and good at what they 
did. Most important, he forgot that 
the Israelites were God’s people. 
God would fight for them. God has 
no equal. No one can stand against 
Almighty God and win. If God fights 
against someone or something, God 
will always win.


