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JUST FOR JUNIORS

Spring 2021

Hi, Juniors,

This quarter, we will be studying the apostle Paul’s letter to the believers in 
Rome. This is the book of Romans in the New Testament of the Holy Bible. 
Paul’s letter explains salvation and the Christian faith.

Paul shared the gospel message boldly even though some did not 
want to hear it. The first part of his message is the ugly truth that we all 
sin. We will see that our perfect God cannot tolerate sin. But our loving 
God does not want sin to separate us from Him. We will rejoice that God 
made a way to forgive our sin. He replaced what was ugly with something 
beautiful.

After we see that God made a way for us to be forgiven, we will learn that 
we need to respond to the good news. We will see that faith in Jesus makes 
us not guilty in God’s eyes. We will see that through faith, we experience the 
joy of God’s promises. Faith in what God sent Jesus to do for us makes us 
right with God. Through faith, we have new life, a relationship with God, and 
a home with God in heaven forever.

When we take the gospel message to heart and trust in Jesus, we live a 
certain way. We will see that we have hope as we look forward to being with 
God forever. We live now, safe in what Jesus did for us, knowing that God is 
for us. We will see that God created us and chose us as His children. We will 
be thankful that we are saved through faith in Jesus, not by following rules 
or working hard. We will honor God as Lord of all. We will then see that the 
gospel message is to be shared. Believers must tell others about Jesus and 
how they can be saved.

I am a Christian. My parents took me to church as a newborn baby. We 
were there every Sunday and any time there was a service or activity. I was 
not born a Christian because my parents believed. Going to church did not 
save me. I did my best to obey, but being good did not save me. When I was 
around your age, I admitted to God that I am a sinner. I prayed and asked 
Jesus to save me. I thank God for new life in Jesus. Now through this quar-
ter’s lessons, I share the gospel message with you. It is my prayer that you 
will be saved and live your life for God too. 

 In Christ,

 Nance Keyes

The Incorporated Trustees of the
Gospel Worker Society
Union Gospel Press Division
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Good News for You and Me
Our Christian faith is based on what Jesus did for us on the cross. Sin 

separated us from God, and Jesus made a way for our relationship with God 
to be healed. We cannot work our way to heaven. But we can, through faith, 
believe in Jesus and be saved. 

Using the words below, fill in the crossword puzzle.

AGAINST    ALIVE    ALL    BOLDLY    DECIDES
FAITH    GOSPEL    JESUS    JUDGE    NONE    RIGHTEOUS

DOWN

1 We must tell others about Him.
2  what Jesus makes us in God’s 

eyes
3 the good news of Jesus
6 We are saved by _______________.
7  What are we in Christ when we are 

dead to sin?
8 How many are without sin?

ACROSS
4  what a perfect God must do to sin
5 the way Paul shared the gospel
7  If God is for us, nothing can be 

_____________________ us.
9  God __________________ to show 

mercy on whom He wills.
10 God is Lord of _________.

10

9

5

3

2

1

4

8

6

7
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Spreading the News
Taylor was pumped with energy. She had trusted in the Lord Jesus as her 

Saviour and could not wait to tell her friends at school.
During lunch, she hardly took a bite out of her sandwich because she was 

busy explaining to everyone at her table that Jesus is Lord.
“When people come to our house to talk about religion,” one of her friends 

said, “my mother tells them to go away.”
“This is not about religion,” Taylor said. “This is about being saved from sin.”
A few of her classmates raised their eyebrows.
“Sin?” one asked. “What is that?”
“It is when we do not live according to what God says is right,” Taylor said. 

“We disobey God.”
One of the boys gathered his lunch and moved to another table.
“Everyone sins,” Taylor said.
“Not me,” one of the girls said. She moved to another table too.
Taylor’s energy dropped. She felt like flopping on the table and crying. I’ve 

failed, Taylor thought. 
That night at home, Taylor shared with her family what happened in the 

lunchroom.
“I wanted to save them, but they did not want to listen,” Taylor said. “I did 

not even get to the good news of Jesus dying for our sin.”
“Taylor,” Dad said. “You cannot save your friends.”
“But I need to,” Taylor insisted.
“Who saved you?” Dad asked.
“Jesus,” Taylor said.
“Jesus is the only one who saves,” Dad said. “We share the gospel, but it 

is the power of Jesus that speaks to hearts. And people need to believe the 
gospel on their own, by faith.”

In her excitement, Taylor had tried to do Jesus’ job.
The next day at school, Taylor wanted to keep telling everyone that they 

need to be saved. She decided she had better not say anything until she 
prayed and asked Jesus what words to say. She also prayed for Jesus to 
speak to her friends’ hearts. 

“Help me share the good news,” she prayed. “And please help my friends 
have faith to believe in You.” 

“You are not going to preach at us at lunch again today, are you?” one of 
the boys asked Taylor.

“No,” Taylor said. “But I will tell you about what I did this weekend.”
Taylor shared with her friends about how she believed that she is a sinner. 

Admitting that was hard to do because she thought she was pretty good. 
Taylor shared that a perfect and holy God has to judge sin.
“Time to go to another table,” the boy who switched seats yesterday said.
“Wait!” Taylor said. “You’ll miss the best part. God’s Son, Jesus, died to 

pay the price for my sin, for all our sin. We do not have to be judged. He 
makes it like we never did anything wrong.”

“Interesting,” he said. “I could use someone like that.”
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LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021

Paul Boldly 
Preaches  

the Gospel
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Romans 1:16).

Scripture Lesson Text

ROMANS 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith 
is spoken of throughout the whole world.

 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you al-
ways in my prayers;

10 Making request, if by any means now 
at length I might have a prosperous journey 
by the will of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I may im-
part unto you some spiritual gift, to the end 
ye may be established;

12 That is, that I may be comforted to-
gether with you by the mutual faith both of 
you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, 

brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to 
come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that 
I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith.

 In his letter, Paul told the Romans 
that he wanted to be with them to 
teach them the gospel.

© The Classic Bible Art Collection
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Know Your Bible
If you went away on an 

adventure, who would you 
keep in touch with back 
home? What kinds of things 
would you tell that person? 

We use phones, com-
puters, photos, and text 
messages to keep in touch. Before 
we had these options, people wrote 
letters. Letters took a while to trav-
el from the sender to the recipient. 
Some wrote letters telling how much 
they missed their friends and family, 
others wrote of their adventures and 
plans, and some wrote about deeper 
matters of concern. 

The book of Romans in the New 
Testament is a letter that the apostle 
Paul wrote to the church in Rome. 
Paul wrote to them when he was 
traveling on a missionary journey, but 
he wrote to them as one who had not 
even met them. He was not writing to 
friends and family whom he missed. 
He was writing to brothers and sisters 
in Christ whom he wanted to meet.

What would you write to a Chris-
tian friend you have heard about but 
have not met yet? Let us see what 
kinds of things Paul was eager to tell 
the church in Rome.

PRAYING REGULARLY— 
Romans 1:8-10

Paul began by letting the re-
cipients of his letter know that he 
thanked God for them. Although he 
had not met them, the believers in 
Rome were a blessing to Paul. They 
mattered so much to him that Paul 
prayed for them regularly.

Paul wrote that the faith of the 
church in Rome was known through-
out the world. People saw their faith, 

heard about their faith, and 
told others. This may have 
helped Paul’s ministry be-
cause it too spread the 
good news of Jesus.

Paul wanted to visit the 
church in Rome. But more 

important, he wanted to follow 
God’s will. He prayed for direction, 
hoping God would lead him to visit 
the believers in Rome. Meanwhile, 
Paul preached the gospel where he 
was, and he visited Rome in the form 
of a letter.

SHARING THE FAITH— 
Romans 1:11-13 

One of the reasons Paul wanted to 
get together with the church in Rome 
was so that he could teach and en-
courage the believers there. He be-
lieved that in ministering to them, 
they would benefit and he would 
benefit too. It is good to get together 
with fellow believers who share faith 
in Jesus Christ. Even though Paul 
longed to see the people’s growth 
and help them grow more, God pre-
vented him from going to Rome. 
God had other work for Paul to do.

PREACHING TO EVERYONE— 
Romans 1:14-15 

Sometimes people are not friendly 
to those who are different from them, 
but that is not what God teaches in 
His Word. The Jews viewed people 
as either Jewish or Gentile, people 
like them or outsiders. The Greeks 
called anyone who was not Greek a 
barbarian. The Romans labeled those 
who were not Roman citizens as for-
eigners. God placed a burden on 
Paul’s heart for all people to know the 


