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WRITER’S FORECAST

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

“Triumph” is the whole theme for 
the quarter, and although the word is 
a reference to Christ’s ultimate victory 
over sin and death, we will find les-
sons along the way that will help us 
to be triumphant as well. Our first unit 
deals with Jesus’ triumphant arrival, 
and in our first lesson, we will point 
out details pertaining to the couple 
who would raise Jesus. Then we will 
look at another Mary, who in apprecia-
tive worship, would anoint Him as she 
anticipated His death.

Lesson 2 takes us to the Old Testa-
ment book of Isaiah for his prophecy 
of the dual nature of Messiah—human 
and divine—and His coming kingdom. 
We also will cover Jesus’ triumphant 
arrival in Jerusalem.

In our third lesson, we find the baby 
Jesus in the temple encountering 
Simeon, who was afforded the dis-
tinct privilege of seeing and holding 
his Saviour.

Lesson 4 takes a look at two pas-
sages. The first is in Philippians, exam-
ining the supreme example of humility, 
and the second is in John, where we 
take a look at an object lesson Jesus 
gave His disciples.

Lesson 5 takes a look at a beloved 
passage from John 14, which under-
girds the faith of any believer going 
through hard times and also reminds 
believers that they are on their way 
to glory.

In lesson 6, we learn what disciple-
ship looks like as Jesus uses the met-
aphor of a vine and its branches and 
the relationship needed between the 
two to produce the fruit God desires.

Lesson 7 is on Jesus’ final words 
to His disciples before His death. We 
will be challenged to consider what we 
might say to family and friends if we 
knew we were in the final moments of 
our earthly lives.

Lesson 8 finds us looking at a por-
tion of the great prayer of Jesus. In it, 
He prays for the Eleven and future be-
lievers; this must have been encourag-
ing for the disciples to hear.

In Lesson 9, we see Jesus be-
ing arrested and led away bound. It 
was just the first of several humiliat-
ing things that He willingly subjected 
Himself to.

Lesson 10 is on the questioning of 
Jesus by the highest of Jewish reli-
gious officials and the questioning of 
Peter about being a disciple of Jesus, 
which would lead to three denials by 
Peter.

The eleventh lesson deals with  
Jesus being questioned by Pilate 
in the judgment hall, which eventu-
ally led to the release of a criminal 
named Barabbas instead of the inno-
cent Jesus.

Lesson 12 finds us at Golgotha, 
where Jesus was nailed to a cross, 
and, after seeing to His mother’s wel-
fare, died.

Our final lesson of the quarter finds 
the resurrected Jesus meeting with 
His disciples by the Sea of Tiberias 
in what was the third encounter the 
disciples had with Him after His res-
urrection.

All in all, the quarter promises to be 
a great time for us.
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When Pontius Pilate asked 
Jesus what truth was, he 
was already a reluctant par-
ticipant in the drama that 
would result in the crucifix-
ion of the Christ. He saw no 
guilt in Jesus, who had been 
presented to him in an early 
morning meeting that defi-
nitely had not been on his 
agenda for the day. He hast-
ily interviewed Jesus and His 
accusers and found himself 
in a quandary. 

Jesus had told Pilate that 
He had come to bear witness 
to the truth and that those 
interested in truth would lis-
ten to Him. By this time in 
trying to discern who was 
being truthful with him, the 
Jews or Jesus, the frustrated  
Pilate asked rhetorically, 
“What is truth?” and then left the room. 
He wanted the matter to be over with. 
This was not a good beginning to his 
day.

What would Jesus have told  
Pilate had he waited for an answer? Of 
course, we do not know with certainty, 
but there are four things I would like 
to suggest that could have been men-
tioned and possibly elaborated on had 
Pilate shown any real interest.

The first truth concerns God. Jesus 
came to “declare” the Father (John 
1:18). The Greek word is exegeomai, 
meaning to interpret and explain. An 
exegetical sermon or lesson is one 
that explains a biblical passage by un-
wrapping the meaning of the words in 
their context. Jesus came to explain 
and make known the Father, and He 
certainly could do that because of His 
eternal and intimate relationship with 
the Father. He knew of whom He spoke.

Truth

The three plus years of Jesus’ min-
istry were a revelation of the Father. 
This was done through His teach-
ings, His miracles, and His Person. 
Jesus once said to Philip, when 
asked to show him the Father, “He 
that hath seen me hath seen the  
Father” (14:9). 

When writing in his first epistle to 
the Thessalonians, the apostle Paul 
referred to the Father as the “living 
and true God” (1:9), and he com-
mended them for turning from idols 
to the true God, which is something 
all need to do for salvation. False 
gods are just that—false. There is 
one true God, manifested in three  
Persons. That leads us to another truth 
Jesus might have explained to Pilate.

The second great truth is that Jesus 
Christ is fully God. He came to earth 
physically via being conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
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He said to His disciples in the upper 
room, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me” (John 14:6). 

Jesus is the eternal Son of God, 
who was manifested in the flesh as 
Jesus of Nazareth. Everything He said 
and everything He did was an action 
of God, because He is God. That is 
why those who had the Scriptures and 
the prophecies of a coming Messiah 
should have recognized what they saw 
and heard in Jesus as deity.

They knew where He would be born 
(Mic. 5:2) and even reported that fact 
to the Magi who came seeking Him, 
but they themselves failed to travel the 
six miles or so to Bethlehem to search 
for Him. They also should have known 
when He would appear (Dan. 9:24-27).

So when the accusers of Jesus be-
fore Pilate clamored for His death, their 
ignorance of the Scriptures and the pov-
erty of their souls were on full display.

A third great truth is that the Holy 
Spirit, being fully God, is truth as well 
(John 16:13). An explicit passage on 
the deity of the Spirit is found in the 
account of Ananias and his wife, Sap-
phira. They had lied to the apostles re-
garding the matter of a contribution to 
the disciples destined for the common 
good of God’s people (Acts 5:1-4). By 
doing so they lied to the Holy Ghost, 
and Peter plainly said that when they 
lied to the Holy Ghost, they lied to God.

One of the definitive ministries of the 
Spirit in terms of His relationship to the 
apostles was to “guide [them] into all 
truth” (John 16:13). This explains why 
the New Testament, written decades 
after the death and resurrection of Je-
sus, is true and accurate. The writers 
were Spirit-led.

This leads us to the fourth great truth, 
which is the Word of God. In Jesus’ 
prayer on the way to Gethsemane, He 
said to the Father, “Thy word is truth” 
(17:17). Psalm 119 is a grand paean 
celebrating God’s Word. Verse 43 says, 

“Take not the word of truth utterly out of 
my mouth; for I have hoped in thy  judg-
ments.”

Paul mentioned the Word in writing 
to the Ephesians when he said, “After 
that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation” (Eph. 1:13). 
He wrote elsewhere, “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth”  
(II Tim. 2:15). And James said of God, 
“Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of his creatures” (Jas. 1:18).

As sad as it is to see how blind the 
accusers of Jesus were, we see much 
the same thing most everywhere we 
look today. Recently, I had contact 
with a member of a cult that recog-
nizes only God the Father and has no 
place in its theology for either Jesus or 
the Holy Spirit. They even have their 
own version of the Bible with some 
truth taken out and altered to meet 
their belief system.

A sad thing is that even among pro-
fessing Christians, the great biblical 
truths that have been cited are not 
always adhered to in governing mar-
riage, business, or everyday life. There 
is a great need to get back to God’s 
holy and infallible Word and to allow 
the Holy Spirit to enlighten us from its 
pages so that we might be better fol-
lowers of Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.

In the early days after the Creation, the 
devil in the form a serpent came to Eve 
and said, “Yea, hath God said?” (Gen. 
3:1). That was the beginning of man-
kind’s distrust of God, and the result has 
been the rise of false religions with their 
idols and today’s cults of Christianity.

In a world where what is regarded 
as truth remains elusive and changes 
with new discoveries, is it not com-
forting that we can always turn to the 
Bible and be reminded of real and un-
changing truths?
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NOTES

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 5, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

MATT. 1:18 Now the birth of  
Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.

JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days 
before the passover came to Bethany,  
where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the 
dead.

 2 There they made him a 
supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat 
at the table with him.

 3 Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the 
house was filled with the odour of 
the ointment.

 4 Then saith one of his disci-
ples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
which should betray him,

 5 Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor?

 6 This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the bag, and 
bare what was put therein.

 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: 
against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this.

 8 For the poor always ye have 
with you; but me ye have not al-
ways.
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With Christmas on the horizon, ex-
citement for the anticipated celebra-
tion is increasing daily. The occasion 
is one that will be observed in some 
fashion by those who do not even 
know about the birth of Christ. Many 
Christians lament the commercializa-
tion of the holiday and the fact that its 
real meaning means little or nothing 
to so many. The challenge for believ-
ers, especially those who live in an 
affluent society, is to keep Christ cen-
tral in the Christmas celebration. As 
the saying goes, “Jesus is the reason 
for the season.” 

As we begin a new quarter of study 
in God’s precious Word, we will be con-
sidering the triumphant arrival of the 
Saviour, who was given to the world 
by His Heavenly Father in “the fulness 
of the time” (Gal. 4:4). Jesus came as 
a gift to the world, and all who receive 
Him in repentant faith also receive the 
gift He came to give: eternal life. 

THE SACRIFICE OF MARY OF  
NAZARETH—Matt. 1:18

For Christ to be able to pay the 
price of sin for humanity, He had to 
become human without giving up His 

deity. To become the God-Man, it 
was necessary that He be conceived 
by God the Holy Spirit in the womb of 
a woman. To that end, a young virgin 
of the town of Nazareth was divinely 
chosen. The young lady God chose 
to be the mother of our Lord was 
espoused to be married. She would 
need to give her life solely to God 
and sacrifice any hopes and dreams 
she might have had in order to fulfill 
His will for her life. Only the Gospel 
of Luke records much of the story of 
Mary of Nazareth (1:26-38).

Our lesson in Matthew’s Gospel 
picks up with the conception of Je-
sus in the womb of Mary as an ac-
complished fact. What we need to 
appreciate more fully before we con-
tinue with our text is the sacrifice 
Mary made. She would be viewed 
as a fornicator. What would her es-
poused husband, Joseph, think of 
her? What would her parents say to 
her? How would the Nazareth com-
munity react? What would become 
of her pristine reputation? How 
would the religious leaders of Naza-
reth react to her giving birth to an il-
legitimate child? Whatever fears she 

Lesson and Its Truth

Sorrow Before Triumph
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-21; John 12:1-8 

Related Scriptures: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-39

TIMES: 6 or 5 b.c.; a.d. 30 PLACES: Nazareth; Bethany

GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her” (Matthew 26:13).


