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WRITER’S FORECAST

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

The first unit of our study, “Acts of 
Courage,” begins the quarter by look-
ing at four well-known Old Testament 
characters. First up is Joshua, the suc-
cessor to Moses, who asked God to 
make the sun stand still. We will learn 
the reason he was led to make such an 
incredible request of God.

In lesson 2 we move on to the book 
of Judges and the call of Gideon by the 
Lord to deliver Israel from the heavy 
hand of the Midianites. His response 
would deeply touch and change his 
own father.

Next our attention is on Jonathan, 
the son of King Saul, who displayed 
an extremely mature faith in God, 
quite unlike his father. This lesson will 
challenge both students and teacher 
alike.

Lesson 4 finds us looking at a sur-
prise meeting between Elijah and the 
king of Israel, Ahab. It was a meeting 
to declare God’s judgment on the king 
and his posterity. The end result is one 
that will surprise many.

Our second unit looks at six sit-
uations of courage in the midst of 
threats. Lesson 5 looks at Abijah, king 
of Judah, who bravely stood before the 
king and the army of Israel. Though he 
had a much smaller army, he trusted 
God for the victory.

Lesson 6 looks at one of the righ-
teous kings in Judah, Hezekiah. He 
was a true man of God who had a real 
rapport with his people and could mo-
tivate them to be ready for battle even 
against great odds. He committed a 
dire situation to God but also did what 
he could to face down the enemy.

Our seventh lesson is on Nehemi-

ah’s return to Jerusalem from exile to 
rally the Jews to rebuild the broken 
wall of the city. He will prove to be a 
master leader of people as well as a 
man committed to God.

Lesson 8 is about the challenge Es-
ther received from Mordecai to seek 
relief from the king for the Jews in Per-
sia who were under the death penalty. 
She would have to think through what 
she was willing to die for. This will raise 
a decision we all need to think about.

In lesson 9 Jeremiah preached God’s 
Word, and as a result he would stand 
trial for his life. Great courage would 
be necessary as he faced death.

In lesson 10 we review how three 
young men stood strong in their faith 
when faced with the choice of wor-
shipping an idol or losing their lives. 
This lesson will emphasize the ben-
efits of developing a strong faith at 
home before going out into the world.

Lesson 11 begins the third unit, 
“Courage for Jesus.” We will look at 
how Jesus responded to John the 
Baptist when the baptizer expressed 
doubts as to whether Jesus was really 
the Messiah.

In our twelfth lesson we will look at 
the beginning of the persecution of the 
church, as Peter and John are put on 
trial for preaching in the name of Je-
sus.

Lesson 13 places a spotlight on the 
apostle Paul. Though there are numer-
ous episodes in Paul’s ministry that 
could be studied for courage, the one 
chosen here recalls a time when Paul 
was falsely accused by the Jews at the 
temple in Jerusalem. 
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Over the course of this quarter of 
study, we will note several valorous 
persons performing acts of courage 
and standing strong in challenging and 
sometimes dangerous circumstances. 
They are like those cited in the elev-
enth chapter of Hebrews who were 
known for their bravery, and we stand 
in awe of them all and wonder whether 
we would have done the same as they 
in similar situations. 

However, one need not occupy the 
lofty position some of them held, nor 
do the same deeds Scripture records 
them doing in order to be a hero of 
the faith in God’s eyes. Basically, all 
one needs to do is know the Lord and 
live a godly life in a world made dark  
by sin. 

Since the sin of Adam in the Gar-
den of Eden, man has inherited a 
sin nature and as a result finds it 
easy, even natural, to sin. Also, the 
earth is under God’s curse (Gen. 
3:17) and made hostile by the “god 
of this world (age),” Satan himself  
(II Cor. 4:4; cf. John 12:31). There is 
a “world” system that is opposed to 
God and those who belong to Him, 
an ethos that promotes whatever 
God forbids and entices mankind to 
partake of what it has to offer. The 
world has a way of making sin attrac-
tive, desirable, even necessary to be 
happy (Heb. 3:13). That world sys-
tem is warned against in Scripture 
(I John 2:15; cf. II Tim. 4:10), yet so 
many find it impossible to elude its 
attraction and grip.

To live as one ought and be pleas-
ing to God is impossible in one’s own 
strength. Many have been successful 
in staying away from certain worldly 
sins, even to have broken the spell of 
addiction to some sin. Yet as tremen-
dous as those things are, apart from 

Christ that person is still a lost sin-
ner who cannot save himself. What is 
impossible with man is possible with 
God, and real freedom from the dead-
ly clutch of sin is available through  
Jesus Christ. 

The sin nature a person is born 
with manifests itself early in life, and 
to commit sin is a certainty. What is 
needed is a new birth whereby a new 
nature dominates, and that new birth 
occurs when a sinner recognizes his 
true condition along with his inability 
to conquer it and lays down his life at 
the foot of the cross, asking Jesus to 
come into his life and take over. At that 
moment, there is a spiritual concep-
tion, and a new person is born (II Cor. 
5:17; cf. Col. 3:1-3).

In a perfect world, the new person 
would not sin, but the world is not per-
fect. Even though the Bible tells us to 
“reckon” ourselves to be dead to sin 
and alive to God (Rom. 6:10-18), the 
“old man,” which is supposed to be 
dead, takes whatever opportunity he 
can to draw us back to the old ways. 
Here is where valor comes into the 

BEING A PERSON OF VALOR
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picture.
Valor refers to bravery and courage; 

it is the exercise of the will to stand 
firm in what is right and deny the im-
pulse to do otherwise.

Your students in intermediate Sun-
day school class, as well as those a 
bit younger, have been or are going 
through significant intellectual, emo-
tional, and physical changes. They sit 
in class, and hopefully at home also, 
and hear what is right and what is 
wrong from God’s Word. A spiritual tug 
of war develops within them, and they 
are pulled in one direction and then 
the other. Here is where the challenge 
to confess one’s need for the Saviour 
and to invite Jesus Christ into one’s 
life is so important. 

The very act of submitting to the 
Lord and being born again is an act 
of valor, for it is standing up to the 
devil and saying, “You no longer have 
me on your side. You no longer have 
power over me, and I don’t have to 
do what you want me to do any lon-
ger.” It means to do as Jesus did when 
He said, “Get thee hence, Satan”  
(Matt. 4:10).

The hymn “Stand Up, Stand Up for 
Jesus” (Duffield) offers great encour-
agement  with the phrases “Stand in 
His strength alone; / The arm of flesh 
will fail you, / Ye dare not trust your 
own,”  and “This day the noise of bat-
tle, / The next the victor’s song.” 

The Lord Jesus, after His bap-
tism, spent time in the wilderness 
being tempted by the devil. He was 
challenged to use His divine pow-
er to change stones to bread, which 
would have meant giving in to Satan 
in order to satisfy His physical hunger. 
He did not do it. He was challenged 
to cast Himself from the pinnacle of 
the temple in Jerusalem because 
God certainly would not allow Him to 
hurt Himself on the rocks below. He 
did not do it. Later He was tempted 
to worship Satan (the verb implies 

once was enough) in order to avoid 
the cross and gain the whole world. 
Again, He did not do it. 

Those temptations tested the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual 
sides of Jesus, and they would have 
been sin. By sinning, He would have 
failed in what He came to do. Jesus 
showed He was a person of valor on 
those occasions. That may sound a 
bit strange because Jesus is God, 
yet valor is taking a stand for what 
is right and doing that which pleases 
the Father. 

We have said the first great step for 
a sinner is to want to be a new person, 
to experience the new birth, and in so 
doing to take a stand against the dev-
il. We must also point out that there 
will be many challenges by the devil 
to those who are born again. Just as 
he tempted Jesus more than once, we 
will face more than the three famous 
temptations cited here. 

After Jesus refused to obey the dev-
il, we read that “when the devil had 
ended all the temptation, he departed 
from him for a season” (Luke 4:13). 
“For a season” simply means until lat-
er in some more convenient time.

Every time a young person turns 
down an offer to do something con-
trary to the will of God, he is perform-
ing an act of valor. Every time we 
stand firm in faith, though it may cost 
us a “friend,” we still have the great-
est Friend of all. Every time we share 
who Jesus is with another and tell him 
what Jesus has done for us, as well as 
what He can do for others, we perform 
an act of valor, for the world is not Je-
sus-friendly. 

By teaching the Word of God to 
young people who are at a crucial and 
vulnerable spot in their development, 
you are a person of valor because you 
dare compete with Satan who wants 
them to believe his lies rather than 
God’s truth (Rom. 1:24-25; cf. John 
8:44). Stay strong.  
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JOSH. 10:1 Now it came to pass, 
when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, 
and had utterly destroyed it; as he had 
done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace 
with Israel, and were among them;  

2 That they feared greatly, be-
cause Gibeon was a great city, as 
one of the royal cities, and because 
it was greater than Ai, and all the 
men thereof were mighty. 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of 
Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of 
Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jar-
muth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, 
and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, 
that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath 
made peace with Joshua and with 
the children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the 
Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, 
the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themselves together, and 
went up, they and all their hosts, and 
encamped before Gibeon, and made 
war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent 
unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, 
saying, Slack not thy hand from thy 
servants; come up to us quickly, 
and save us, and help us: for all the 
kings of the Amorites that dwell in 
the mountains are gathered togeth-
er against us. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, 
he, and all the people of war with him, 
and all the mighty men of valour.

8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, 
Fear them not: for I have delivered 
them into thine hand; there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all 
night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited 
them before Israel, and slew them 
with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
and chased them along the way that 
goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote 
them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled 
from before Israel, and were in the go-
ing down to Beth-horon, that the Lord 
cast down great stones from heav-
en upon them unto Azekah, and they 
died: they were more which died with 
hailstones than they whom the children 
of Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord 
in the day when the Lord delivered up 
the Amorites before the children of Is-
rael, and he said in the sight of Israel, 
Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and 
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their en-
emies. Is not this written in the book 
of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: 
for the Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all Is-
rael with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

LESSON 1 JUNE 6, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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 This quarter has the overall theme 
“People of Valor,” and in our first unit 
we will look at various courageous 
acts of faith in the lives of several 
prominent Old Testament men. Life for 
God’s people is not a continual Sun-
day school picnic. In fact, for most 
believers, life will consist of varying 
degrees of trials and tribulations (John 
16:33) and, hopefully, there will be 
lots of good times as well. The thing 
to remember is to trust the Lord in all 
things, even when surprised by chal-
lenges that pop up and seem over-
whelming.

Joshua is the first person we will 
look at. We will specifically note one 
particular occasion in his life that 
has spawned various attempts by 
commentators to explain what hap-
pened. As you likely know, Joshua 
was God’s chosen leader for Israel as 
they crossed the Jordan River and be-
gan their conquest of the land He had 
promised to give them.

You likely also know he was one of 
twelve Israelites Moses had sent into 
the land at Kadesh-Barnea to see 

what it was like. He, along with Caleb, 
gave a minority report that brimmed 
with optimistic faith that the land was 
terrific and could be conquered with 
God’s help (Num. 13:30; 14:30). He 
and Caleb were the only two of the 
spies who trusted God and the only 
two of those over twenty years of age 
who came out of Egypt to survive the 
judgment of death during the wilder-
ness wanderings. It is therefore not 
difficult to understand why Joshua 
was God’s choice to succeed Moses 
as Israel’s leader. 

A CALL FOR HELP—Josh. 10:1-5
It is helpful to understand the histor-

ical context underlying these verses. 
The conquering of Jericho was past as 
was the subsequent taking of Ai. Like 
Rahab and others in Jericho (2:9-11), 
the people of the surrounding area 
were well aware of the approaching 
Israelites, and the king of Jerusalem 
reached out to four other kings to join 
forces for battle. This was after also 
hearing that the people of Gibeon had 
surrendered peacefully to Joshua and 

Lesson and Its Truth

Joshua Commands the  
Sun to Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15 

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:5-9; 23:1-13; Isaiah 38:4-8; 60:19-22

TIME: between 1405-1398 b.c. PLACES: Gilgal; Gibeon

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).


