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WRITER’S FORECAST

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

Our lessons for this quarter focus 
on Paul’s letters to the church he had 
established in Corinth. After Paul’s 
departure, the congregation began to 
experience a number of critical prob-
lems. Paul’s letters were corrective 
in nature, but the letters also reveal 
Paul’s deep love for his brethren in 
Corinth. Seven lessons comprise the 
first unit of study and are from I Cor-
inthians. The succeeding six lessons 
form the second unit of study and are 
from II Corinthians.

In lesson 1, Paul directly addressed 
the issue of division within the church. 
He first thanked God for the Corin-
thians and assured them that God 
would keep them strong throughout 
their trials and difficulties. He then 
confronted the issue of division within 
the congregation. Christ is not divid-
ed, and His people should not be di-
vided either!

Lesson 2 deals with the issue of 
true wisdom versus worldly wisdom. 
Worldly wisdom often seems erudite 
and sophisticated, while true spiritu-
al wisdom seems childlike and fool-
ish. However, true wisdom is found 
in Christ alone! All that we believe is 
based in Christ. Lesson 3 highlights 
the fact that Christ alone is the foun-
dation of our faith.

Paul deals with the issue of sexual 
sin very directly in lesson 4. He re-
minds the Corinthians that their bod-
ies, as well as their spirits, belong to 
God. We must honor Him with both. 
Lesson 5 focuses on the responsibil-
ity of the spiritually stronger broth-

er to have concern for his influence 
over a brother who is weaker in faith. 

The Lord’s Supper is the focus of 
lesson 6. The Corinthians had be-
come careless in their observance 
of the Lord’s Supper, and their care-
lessness was resulting in further di-
visions in the congregation. The final 
lesson of the first unit addresses the 
pivotal issue of Christ’s bodily resur-
rection. It is one of the most familiar 
and powerful passages in the New 
Testament.

In the second unit of study, with 
texts from the book of II Corinthians, 
Paul vigorously defends his authority 
as an apostle and, in so doing, re-
veals very personal matters of the 
heart. Lesson 8 is about God’s mar-
velous comfort when we are trou-
bled. Lesson 9 deals with the majes-
tic glory of the new covenant, which 
has been established in and through 
Christ.

In lesson 10, Paul wrote of the tem-
porary nature of our earthly bodies 
and the eternal nature of our heavenly 
dwelling. The theme of lesson 11 is 
that every Christian is a representa-
tive of Christ—His ambassadors to 
others.

In lesson 12, we find Paul defend-
ing his ministry and authority by using 
spiritual weapons rather than worldly 
weapons. Lesson 13 is very person-
al, revealing Paul’s struggles with a 
thorn in the flesh. God did not remove 
the thorn but told Paul that His grace 
would sustain him through his pain, 
trials, and struggles.
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As a teacher of intermediate stu-
dents, you sometimes have a difficult 
task. Some of your younger students 
may be very childlike. They are often 
serenely innocent and gullible. Your 
older students may be far more accus-
tomed to the ways of the world. They 
may have more jaded attitudes. They 
may also be skeptical about almost 
everything they are told by authority 
figures such as parents, grandparents, 
school teachers, and, yes, even Sun-
day school teachers. 

As a teacher, you should aim to 
accomplish several things with your 
students. You ought to impart im-
portant information to your students. 
You ought to teach them to apply that 
information to real-life situations and 
the decisions they make every day. 
You ought to inspire your students to 
love God and to love those who need 
God. All good teachers share three 
aspirations—to inform, to apply, to 
inspire. 

As you teach this quarter’s lessons, 
aim to do something difficult. Seek to 
cultivate in your students one particu-
lar spiritual quality—humility.

Through this quarter’s lessons, we 
will learn more about the apostle Paul. 
One of the qualities that we will ob-
serve again and again is Paul’s humil-
ity. He had once been a proud Jewish 
leader. He sought to rid the earth of 
those Jews who believed that Jesus of 
Nazareth was their promised Messiah. 
In Acts 9, we read about Paul’s en-
counter with the risen Christ. Through-
out the rest of the New Testament, we 
read of the radical transformation of 
Saul, who became known as Paul. The 
proud Jewish persecutor of Christians 
became the humble proclaimer of the 
same gospel he had formerly despised 
and rejected.

A Hard Truth

Your students live in a self- 
obsessed, individualistic culture. Your 
students have, in many ways, been 
the center of their parents’ universe. 
They have been taught that they are 
the most important people in the 
world. They have been taught by ed-
ucators who have been taught that 
there is no greater value in life than 
self-esteem.

No one wants to abuse children or 
berate children or make children feel 
worthless. There is, however, a biblical 
perspective about the self that cannot 
be overlooked! As C. S. Lewis wrote 
in Mere Christianity, “Humility is not 
thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of 
yourself less.”

If any historical figure had the right 
to be self-absorbed, it was probably 
Solomon. He was a king. He had vast 
wealth and influence. He was famous. 
If he were alive today, we would cer-
tainly think of him as a celebrity. 

Note what Solomon had to say 
about pride and humility in Proverbs 
16:18-19. He believed that God’s 
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blessings come to the humble (22:4). 
His thoughts on the subject were 
summed up in Proverbs 29:23: “A 
man’s pride shall bring him low: but 
honour shall uphold the humble in 
spirit.” Solomon, the rich, talented, fa-
mous celebrity, knew that God valued 
humility far more than wealth, talent, 
or fame.

We should also note the instruc-
tion of the prophet Micah. He said 
that the Lord required three things 
of people. In order to please God, 
people are to “do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with . . . 
God” (Mic. 6:8).

The New Testament offers much 
instruction on the topic of humility as 
well. Consider the writings of three of 
the authors of New Testament books. 
Paul wrote, “For I say, . . . to every 
man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to 
think” (Rom. 12:3). James was equally 
direct: “Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, and he shall lift you up” 
(4:10). Peter noted God’s gift in his in-
struction about humility. “Be clothed 
with humility: for God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the hum-
ble” (I Pet. 5:5). 

We must also consider the teach-
ings of Jesus. In Luke 14, we find 
Jesus telling a parable about peo-
ple who were invited to a wedding.  
Jesus warned about seeking a place 
of honor at the table and suggested 
that guests take more lowly positions 
(vss. 7-10). He summed up the point 
of the story by saying, “For whoso-
ever exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted” (vs. 11).

As always, Jesus lived what He 
taught. In one startling incident, 
we find a perfect example of Jesus 
being the kind of person He taught 
others to be. On the night before 
His crucifixion, at their last meal to-
gether, Jesus took time to show His 

disciples the meaning of humility. 
He took upon Himself the lowly task 
of washing the disciples’ dirty feet. 
This was the task of the lowest rank-
ing household servant in Jesus’ day. 
No servant was present in the upper 
room, and the disciples did not seem 
inclined to perform the unpleasant 
task; so Jesus did it for them (John 
13:1-5). Imagine the King of kings 
washing your dirty feet!

An even more startling example 
would occur just a few hours later. 
When Jesus was in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, He prayed that God 
would deliver Him from the awful 
suffering of the cross. The suffering 
would be physical, but even more 
important, it would also be spiritu-
al. He who had no sin would, on the 
cross, bear the world’s sin (II Cor. 
5:21; Heb. 4:15). Jesus prayed for 
deliverance, but He humbly submit-
ted to the will of His Father (Matt. 
26:39).

Paul highlighted Jesus’ humility in 
his letter to the Philippians (2:5-8). 
Paul wrote that we should have the 
same mindset as Jesus—that our pri-
ority in life is that the will of God be 
accomplished in us.

Your students have been brought 
up in an era of self-esteem, self-im-
portance, self-aggrandizement, and 
selfishness! Most of them have been 
taught that the world revolves around 
them. It may be a shock to their sys-
tems to be told that they are not the 
center of the universe. However, it is 
a truth they need to hear. You can be 
bold without being obnoxious. Re-
mind them of Solomon. Remind them 
of Paul. Most important, remind them 
of Jesus—what He taught and how He 
lived.

Remember, we are all sinners 
(Rom. 3:23). We are all called to re-
pent of our sins (Acts 2:38). Humility 
will lead us to truth, to repentance, 
and to Jesus!
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NOTES

LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

I COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on 
your behalf, for the grace of God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are  
enriched by him, in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no 
gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren,  
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly  
joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto 
me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every 
one of you saith, I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and 
I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul cru-
cified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the house-
hold of Stephanas: besides, I know 
not whether I baptized any other.
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Our lessons this quarter come from 
two letters the apostle Paul wrote to 
the congregation in the great city of 
Corinth. The first unit of study focus-
es on Paul’s instructions to the con-
gregation regarding various serious 
issues that had arisen within the body 
of Christ. All the lessons in the first unit 
of study come from the book of I Cor-
inthians.

Since our lessons focus on the 
congregation in Corinth, it will help to 
have some background on the city of 
Corinth and the establishment of the 
Christian congregation in that city. 
Corinth was a great city long before 
the time of Christ. It was located on 
an isthmus (a very thin bit of land that 
separates two bodies of water and is 
the only connection between two larg-
er areas of land) between the Ionian 
and Aegean Seas in Greece. It was the 
capital of the Greek province of Achaia 
and an important center for trade and 
commerce. 

The Romans had conquered much 
of the known world in the two centu-
ries before the time of Christ. Corinth 
was one of their conquests. In 44 b.c., 

Julius Caesar established Corinth as 
a Roman colony. While Corinth was 
technically a Roman city, it was still 
very much a Greek metropolis with 
many cultural influences from the 
city’s Greek heritage.

In the New Testament book of Acts, 
we find pertinent information about 
the founding of a Christian congrega-
tion in Corinth. In Acts 18:1, we learn 
that the apostle Paul went to Corinth 
during his second missionary journey. 
Bible scholars believe Paul arrived in 
Corinth in about a.d. 51. He stayed 
there for approximately eighteen 
months, establishing the congregation 
and teaching them about the ministry 
of Christ.

First Corinthians was written about 
three years after Paul left Corinth. 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians from 
Ephesus (16:8). Paul had written an- 
other letter to the Corinthians before 
he wrote what we know as I Corinthi-
ans. He referred to his previous letter in 
I Corinthians 5:9. This letter has never 
been found and is, of course, not part 
of the New Testament. However, from 
Paul’s comments in I Corinthians 5, we  

Lesson and Its Truth

Divisions in Corinth
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 1:1-16 

Related Scriptures: I Corinthians 10:31-33; I Corinthians 12:1-31

TIME: a.d. 55 PLACE: from Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 
1:10).


