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WRITER’S FORECAST

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

The subject of our lessons this quar-
ter is the “Proclamation of the Gospel.” 
We will study the book of Romans and 
examine mankind’s condition of being 
lost in sin and God’s provision of grace 
to save believers through the death 
and resurrection of Christ.

In the first unit, “Laying the Ground-
work,” we find the reason why there is 
a need for God’s grace to save man-
kind. All mankind is lost in sin and 
cannot save itself. Lesson 1, “Paul’s 
Desire to Visit Rome,” introduces us 
to the apostle Paul’s wish to visit the 
Christians in Rome. In his discussion 
of his plans, he explained the meaning 
and importance of the gospel.  

Lesson 2 plunges us into the dark-
ness of mankind’s intentional rejection 
of God. “God’s Wrath Against Man-
kind” studies humanity’s decline into 
sin and godlessness and God’s result-
ing abandonment of them to their own 
desires.

“No One Is Righteous,” the title of 
lesson 3, looks further at  mankind’s 
lost condition as given in Romans 3. 
Everyone is a sinner, and no one can 
save himself.

The second unit, “The Proclamation 
of Good News,” moves us from the 
hopelessness of sin to the provision 
God has made for salvation. “Righ-
teousness Through Faith,” lesson 
4, explores in Romans 3:21-31 how 
righteousness comes not by obedi-
ence to a set of laws but through faith  
in Christ. 

Lesson 5, “A Promise Received by 
Faith,” looks at how Abraham was jus-
tified by  faith as he trusted in God’s 

promise of a son. This is followed by a 
study of Christ’s resurrection, foretold 
by Christ Himself. 

A believer’s justification by faith 
alone as explained in Romans 5:1-11 
is covered in lesson 6, “Justification by 
Faith.” 

Lesson 7, “Dead to Sin, Alive in 
Christ” is a look at Romans 6:1-14. We 
will study Paul’s challenge to believers 
about the proper way to understand 
sin since we are now identified with 
Christ.

“Anticipating Redemption,” lesson 
8, unveils for us a glimpse of the way 
God’s creation groans in anticipation 
of the future revelation of God’s re-
deemed people and places current 
sufferings in context as we anticipate 
our glorious future. 

Lesson 9, “More than Conquerors,” 
examines Romans 8:28-39, one of the 
most detailed passages explaining the 
believer’s security in Christ. 

Lesson 10, “Elected by God,” stud-
ies Romans 9:6-21 and explains the 
doctrine of God’s election, or choos-
ing of individuals, especially within 
His own people of Israel. This is fol-
lowed by a study in lesson 11 of how 
we are “Saved by Faith,” as explained 
in Romans 10:1-10. In lesson 12, 
“Jesus Is Lord of All,” we learn from 
Romans 10:11-21 how salvation is 
available to everyone, whether Jew  
or Gentile.

Lesson 13, “Ministry to Unbeliev-
ers,” closes our quarter with a study of 
Paul’s strategy of ministry to the lost 
as seen in Romans 15:15-27.
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We are living in the midst of some-
thing so vast and amazing—the cos-
mos—that it is beyond our ability to 
comprehend it. At the same time, it is 
so magnificent and dynamic that we 
have no choice but to believe what 
is the most obvious explanation for 
it. There is a God, and although we 
cannot see Him with our eyes, we 
know He exists because the evi-
dence of His existence is everywhere 
we look. In fact, our eyes themselves 
and the ability to see are evidence of 
His creation.

Life and the world and universe 
around us are so complex and inter-
connected that the only sensible way 
to explain them is  by acknowledg-
ing that God exists and has created 
everything. The alternative is to try 
to piece together the evidence we 
possess by human conjecture and 
speculation. Scientists who believe 
the testimony of the Bible are able 
to study the evidence from geology, 
cosmology, biology, and other areas 
of science and conclude that the  
Bible is accurate.

Mankind has from the beginning 
been able to look at the night sky 
and in awe see that its vastness is 
beyond them. They have been able 
to breathe without knowing how 
their lungs work or why breath is 
even necessary. Why does a cut on 
the arm heal? Why are there regular 
seasons, and how did birds begin  
to fly?

Since God placed Adam and Eve 
in the Garden of Eden, man has had 
a personal connection with God  
the Creator. He is in our collective 
memory, and the evidence for Him has 
never changed. 

However, with the entrance of sin 
into the world, mankind has pre-
ferred to move further away from 

God, because God is perfect and 
holy, and sin does not like to be ex-
posed for what it is. Selfishness and 
personal lusts and desires and ambi-
tions became more important than a 
relationship with God, and Romans 1 
explains the tragic decline of human-
ity in its intentional departure from 
Him in rebellion. 

As His judgment, God simply 
turned mankind over to their own 
desires, letting them have what they 
wanted. The result was evidence of 
the destructiveness of sin and the 
lack of innate righteousness on the 
part of sinners. While not everyone 
has sunk to the lowest level of sin’s 
degradation, perhaps many have 
done just that.

The most evident period in history 
reflecting man’s degeneracy was in 
Noah’s day, when “every imagination 
of the thoughts of [man’s] heart was 
only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5).

Man is without excuse for his rebel-
lion against God, because God has 
provided every evidence of His exis-
tence and actions. After the world-

OUR AMAZING GOD: CREATOR AND REDEEMER
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wide cataclysm of the Flood, the next 
step He took was to reveal Himself in 
a personal way by calling Abraham 
and making His covenant with him. 
As He began to fulfill His promises, 
He brought into existence the nation 
of Israel and selected Moses, through 
whom He began to give His written 
Word. 

Through selected servants within 
the nation of Israel He gave progres-
sive and more detailed prophecies 
about sending His chosen Servant, 
His promised Messiah, through 
whom He would deliver mankind 
from sin. 

At the appointed time (Gal. 4:4-5), 
when everything was in place, Jesus 
emptied Himself of His glory (Phil. 
2:5-11) and, in keeping with prophe-
cy, was born of a virgin of the lineage 
of King David. The Second Person of 
the Trinity, Jesus, surrendered Him-
self to the death of the cross in order 
to pay the penalty for mankind’s sin 
and redeem those who would believe 
in Him.

All of this presents us with other 
miracles beyond our understand-
ing. How could God become a man?  
Why would the Creator God sacrifice 
Himself in the shame of the cross to 
redeem the people He had created, 
people who were not deserving of His 
attention because of their sin and re-
bellion?

How could the God of the universe 
make us, His fallen creation, accept-
able by declaring us righteous when 
we deserved nothing but His judg-
ment? 

This is His grace. This is His love. 
We cannot do anything to save our-
selves, but God has given us salvation 
as a gift.

It is not possible for any one of 
us to make a listing of every sin we 
have ever committed in our lives, 
much less know the sum total of 
sins committed when our lives are 

over. We probably would not want to 
know. It is even more inconceivable 
for us to calculate the total number 
of sins committed by all of humanity 
from the fall of Adam until the return 
of Christ. Yet the pure and innocent 
blood of Christ was sufficient to cov-
er all these sins and many more. Only 
God knows the total number of sins 
committed and the magnitude of the 
price paid. 

What does God require of us in 
order to be redeemed? He requires 
faith, a specific faith. He demands 
that we have faith in Jesus Christ and 
in the fact that He died in our place 
on the cross, was buried, and then 
was resurrected from the dead (Rom. 
10:9-10).

He has also revealed that there is no 
other way to have a saving relationship 
with Him (John 14:6). 

What does God do for us when 
we have faith in Jesus? We receive 
atonement and reconciliation with Him 
(5:10-11). He justifies us, declaring us 
righteous and acquitted (3:24; 4:25). 
He gives us a new birth (John 3:16). He 
preserves us and gives us the promise 
of  security in Him (Rom. 8:28-39). He 
gives us life with Christ (6:8). He in-
dwells us and sanctifies us by His Holy 
Spirit (15:16).

We have the constant intercession 
of Christ and the Holy Spirit (8:26, 34). 
He gives us hope for the future re-
demption of our bodies (vs. 23). Now 
we are His adopted children (vs. 15). 
Ultimately we will be conformed to the 
image of Christ (vs. 29).

God’s creation is amazing and 
awe inspiring. Still more amazing 
is His grace in saving sinners and 
adopting them as His children and in 
providing security and a future in His 
presence for eternity. Spending for-
ever in the presence of God and His 
redeemed creation is a future worth 
waiting for.
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NOTES

ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have 
a prosperous journey by the will of 
God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spiri-
tual gift, to the end ye may be es-
tablished;

12 That is, that I may be comfort-
ed together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ig-

norant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even 
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, 
and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.

LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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PAUL’S DESIRE TO VISIT THE 
CHRISTIANS IN ROME— 
Rom. 1:8-13

Paul began his letter to all of the 
Christians in Rome with a concise ex-
planation of the identity and purpose 
of Jesus, the nature of salvation, and 
his own call and purpose as an apostle 
(vss. 1-7). 

After his initial greeting, Paul ex-
pressed his thanksgiving for these 
believers (vs. 8). Their faith in Christ 
was being discussed throughout the 
Roman Empire. Since Rome was the 
capital of the vast empire, the pres-
ence and testimony of these Chris-
tians was especially significant.

Paul was a man of constant prayer. 
In this and his letters to other Chris-
tians he was certain to inform them 
of his prayers for them (Eph. 1:15-
16; Phil. 1:3-4). He was genuinely 
concerned for the welfare of God’s  
people.

God had been preparing Paul to 
deliver the gospel in Rome. Paul had 
been assigned the task of bearing his 
testimony before Caesar, the politi-

cal leader of the Roman Empire (Acts 
19:21; 23:11; 26:32; 27:23-24). 

Up to now neither Paul nor any of 
the other apostles had visited Rome 
(Rom. 15:20-24). 

Paul called upon God as his witness 
to assure his readers of the truth of his 
words (1:9). To invoke God as a wit-
ness is a serious matter. Paul meant it 
as a genuine commitment to the truth 
of what he was writing. As he was writ-
ing under the inspiration and authority 
of the Holy Spirit, he was able to make 
such a claim.

Paul then explained why he could 
make his assertion—he was a servant 
of Jesus Christ. Paul was a mission-
ary of the gospel. It was essential for 
his readers to understand the truth of 
his words. He wanted his readers to 
grasp the sincerity of his concern for 
them in that he was always praying 
for them. 

One focus of his continual prayers 
was that he would be able to visit them 
personally (vs. 10). He had a deep 
desire to find a way, in God’s will, to 
make the journey to Rome in order to 

Lesson and Its Truth

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17 

Related Scriptures: I Thessalonians 1:1-4; I Corinthians 1:18-24;  
Galatians 3:10-14

TIME: a.d. 56 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16).


