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WRITER’S FORECAST
This quarter we examine honoring
God through obedience and worship.
Each lesson will focus on Israel’s
learning to honor and obey God, but
these are also lessons for Christians
today. We honor God when we faithfully obey Him and worship Him. God
is not interested in what we do out of
duty but what we do out of a response
of love for Him. The unsaved around
us then learns of God’s mercy, grace,
and love.
Unit I is titled “Beginning with Obedience.” Lesson 1 of the unit concentrates on Moses being called by God
to obediently lead the enslaved children of Israel out of Egypt. The most
effective leaders are guided by obedience to God’s Word.
God’s institution of the Passover
celebration is the topic for lesson 2.
We will study God’s grace in the Passover and how important it was that
Israel remember this great event for
all generations to come. Those who
put their faith in the fulfillment of this
picture of redemption, which is found
in Jesus Christ, receive God’s forgiveness and salvation.
At the base of Mount Sinai, the people of Israel promised to obey all of
God’s rules. The need to be obedient
to God is the topic of lesson 3.
Unit II focuses on “Obedience in
Worship.” God is our Friend, but He
is also our Father, who deserves our
respect and honor. That is the topic of
lesson 4.
Lesson 5 focuses on the first four
of the Ten Commandments. The truth
that God alone is worthy of our worship and loyalty will be studied.

The exciting construction and setting up of the tabernacle are the subject of lesson 6. Moses and the people of Israel faithfully obeyed God’s
instructions.
The topic of study for lesson 7 is Israel’s Day of Atonement. The study will
focus on how it is possible to have a
relationship with a holy God.
The topic of lesson 8 concerns making the perfect offering to God for the
atonement of sin. Only His Son would
make that perfect sacrifice for sin.
Lesson 9 highlights Israel’s Feast
of Tabernacles. God’s people should
faithfully remember all of the great
things He has done for us.
Lessons 10 through 13 make up
unit III, which is titled “Obedience in
Society.” God wants His people to
honor Him with their lives so that they
can be examples of His love, mercy,
grace, and righteousness in a sinful
world.
Lesson 10 focuses on how God
wants His people to lead lives of integrity and virtue. God is our example of
how we should treat others in society.
God created everything in six days,
and then He rested. In lesson 11, we
will study the institution of a day of rest
and worship for God’s people.
Lesson 12 concentrates on obedience to God by being kind to others.
We need to make love for God and
others a high priority in our lives.
The last lesson of the quarter highlights how God desires for us to express joy in thanksgiving to Him for all
He has done for us. That joy can be
infectious to others.
—Don Ruff.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society,
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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God Deserves Honor
Honor and respect are things that
are highly sought after by most people. When we honor someone, we
place high value on who that person
is. We honor others by making them
feel like they are worthy of our respect,
and we feel they deserve it. A person
who deserves our honor is a person of
superior standing. We believe that person is worthy of our respect.
Think about the types of people
we honor in our world. We honor athletes because we esteem them as
heroes. Superior athletes are honored with medals of gold, silver, and
bronze when they compete and win
in the Olympics. Professional athletes
should feel honored because many of
them are the highest paid people in
the world.
Some people who have served in
the United States military are honored
with medals. The Congressional Medal of Honor is the highest and most
prestigious award for someone in the
United States military. Soldiers who
receive that award have shown gallantry in action, intrepidity, and have
gone above and beyond the call of
duty. They have given their lives for
their country through extraordinary
heroism.
Celebrities are honored with golden statuettes for their performances
in film, theatre, television, and music. Like professional athletes, many
celebrities also usually receive really
large salaries.
While we might confer honor on
people who hold prestigious positions
in our world, God is the only one who
deserves the highest level of our honor, respect, and worship.
To honor God means to give Him the
regard, reverence, admiration, adoration, praise, and obedience that are
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due Him. Honoring God means that
we submit to His ways and walk in
obedience to Him. We not only honor Him when we obey His commands,
but we also show that we have a
close relationship with Him (cf. John
15:14). And obedience to the Lord is
not something that is burdensome and
unbearable. We obey Him because we
love Him and are grateful for all He has
done for us.
We also honor and esteem God because of who He is. He is easy to honor because He is the most honorable.
Nothing and no one can compare with
our Lord. He is high and lifted up (cf.
Isa. 57:15).
God deserves honor by His very nature. Because He is holy, just, merciful,
loving, trustworthy (the list could go
on), He is the most deserving of honor.
It is easy to honor God because He is
honorable.
God has honored us with His presence (cf. Ex. 40; Matt. 1:23); therefore,
it is a privilege to honor Him. Honor by definition means that we revere, respect, and fear God. We hold
3

His name to be sacred and dear and
speak it with humility and love.
Honoring God begins with our obedience. We can honor God by doing
all that He calls us to do through His
Word. He deserves obedient attitudes
in what we say, do, and think. When
we speak about God, it should be honorable. He is not the “man upstairs” or
the “big guy.” His name is not to be
used frivolously and without thought,
and His character should never be besmirched.
We also hold God in high esteem
by the way we live. Our good actions
should draw other people’s attention to Him so that they can become
aware of His goodness. We should not
do anything that would dishonor Him.
When people who call themselves
Christian behave like someone who is
not one of His, it is possible that God’s
name and honor will be marred in the
eyes of the unsaved.
One way to honor God is to honor
Him with clean living. For instance, our
speech should be free of obscenities
because our words should honor God,
not embarrass Him (cf. Eph. 4:29).
Our thought life must honor Him.
Jesus addressed this in His teachings
to His followers (Matt. 5:21-22, 27-28).
Any negative and sinful action that we
think of doing, but do not do, is still
sinful, just as if we had done it.
The bottom line is that we must
honor what God honors. On the other
hand, we must hate, avoid, and dishonor what He dishonors. In the best
way that we can, and in His power, we
must embrace righteousness and holiness and hate sin.
We also honor God in the way we
worship Him. Christians are privileged
to have a personal, saving relationship
with God through Christ. He is the holy
God of the universe, the One who created us, loves us, and desires a relationship with us.
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There are many things and people
in the world competing for our attention and worship. Only God is worthy
of our worship. God is the only God
in the universe. There is no other, and
that is why He alone should be worshipped. Who He is, His moral and
holy character, demands our exclusive
worship. We must be careful that nothing and no one takes precedence over
God in our lives.
God can be worshipped anytime
and anywhere, and the early church
gave us an example to follow. Early
Christians prayed in their homes together. They set aside the first day of
the week (Sunday) as a day to gather together and worship Him. At the
least, He deserves that after all He has
done for us.
While the place of worship is not so
important, our heart attitudes are most
important. Care must be taken that all
aspects of our worship honors God,
not ourselves. Worship is meaningless
if we approach it with hearts that are
more focused on ourselves (cf. Hos.
6:6) and are filled with the stain of unconfessed sin.
Christians also honor God in the way
that they treat others. God has always
been concerned about those who are
plagued by poverty and sickness. He
wants us to honor Him by being kind
and helpful to those who have trouble
lives.
Micah 6:8 states that God expects
us to “do justly, and to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with [Him].” James
1:27 tells us that religion that is pure
and undefiled “before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction.” God’s name
is honored in society when Christians
do good in His name.
Honor is what God desires and what
He deserves. Your true life in Christ
flows out of honor for God. Honor Him
with your time, treasures, and talents.
—Don Ruff.

LESSON 1

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Scripture Lesson Text
EXOD. 3:1 Now Moses kept the
flock of Jethro his father in law, the
priest of Midian: and he led the flock
to the backside of the desert, and
came to the mountain of God, even
to Horeb.
2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire
out of the midst of a bush: and
he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed.
3 And Moses said, I will now turn
aside, and see this great sight, why
the bush is not burnt.
4 And when the LORD saw that
he turned aside to see, God called
unto him out of the midst of the
bush, and said, Moses, Moses.
And he said, Here am I.
5 And he said, Draw not nigh
hither: put off thy shoes from off
thy feet; for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground.
6 Moreover he said, I am the
God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his
face; for he was afraid to look
upon God.
7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people

which are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;
8 And I am come down to deliver
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of
that land unto a good land and a
large, unto a land flowing with milk
and honey; unto the place of the
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and
the Amorites, and the Perizzites,
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
9 Now therefore, behold, the cry
of the children of Israel is come unto
me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians
oppress them.
10 Come now therefore, and I
will send thee unto Pharaoh, that
thou mayest bring forth my people
the children of Israel out of Egypt.
11 And Moses said unto God,
Who am I, that I should go unto
Pharaoh, and that I should bring
forth the children of Israel out of
Egypt?
12 And he said, Certainly I will
be with thee; and this shall be a
token unto thee, that I have sent
thee: When thou hast brought forth
the people out of Egypt, ye shall
serve God upon this mountain.

NOTES
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Lesson 1

Obedience in Leadership
Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12
Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:1-9; Judges 6:11-16; I Samuel 15:10-26;
I Chronicles 17:1-14; John 17:1-5
TIME: 1445 B.C.

PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people
the children of Israel out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10).

Lesson and Its Truth
This week’s lesson deals with one
of the most familiar characters in
the Bible. We think of Moses as the
charismatic deliverer of God’s people. Two events usually come to mind
when Moses is mentioned. We think
of the dramatic crossing of the Red
Sea, and we think of Moses on the
mountain, receiving the Ten Commandments.
This is undoubtedly the Moses with
whom your students are familiar. They
may not realize that none of that happened until Moses was over eighty
years old. In this week’s lesson, you
will present a different Moses. In seeing him, your students will learn how
God uses very imperfect people to accomplish great things.
BURNED BUT NOT CONSUMED—
Exod. 3:1-3
We catch up with Moses while he
was tending his father-in-law’s sheep
in the desert region of the Sinai Peninsula (vs. 1). The first two chapters of
Exodus tell us about Moses’ extraordinary early life. He was a Hebrew who
had been rescued and adopted by an
Egyptian ruler’s daughter. As a result,
Moses had grown up among royalty.
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He had fled Egypt because, in a fit of
rage, he had killed an Egyptian taskmaster who was mistreating a Hebrew
slave.
Moses had journeyed east, beyond the Sinai Peninsula to the region of Midian. There he had married
and begun his family. Apparently, he
was quite content with his life as a
herdsman.
Moses had herded the flock to the
Sinai Peninsula. It is quite possible
this was an area in which Moses had
frequently traveled. God, however,
chose that spot to speak to Moses
because He knew the momentous
events that would transpire at that
location in the future.
God caused Moses to go to a mountain called “the mountain of God, . . .
Horeb” (vs. 1). Most Bible commentators agree that Horeb and Sinai are the
same mountain or mountain range. It
was, of course, at this site that God
would deliver the Ten Commandments
to Moses. Moses, in turn, would deliver them to the Hebrew people.
As Moses watched the flock, a
strange and marvelous sight unfolded before his eyes. “The angel of the
Lord appeared unto him in a flame of

