
For Teachers of Teens Ages 12 Through 14For Teachers of Teens Ages 12 Through 14

FALL QUARTERFALL QUARTER
  September, October, November 2021  September, October, November 2021

IntermediateIntermediate
Bible TeacherBible Teacher
IntermediateIntermediate
Bible TeacherBible Teacher



 Editorials .............................................................................................................  2

Faith on Trial

UNIT I: Learning God’s Holiness
Sept.  5—Ordination of Aaron and His Sons—Lev. 8:1-13 ..............................................  5
Sept. 12—Death of Nadab and Abihu—Lev. 10:1-7 ..........................................................  10
Sept. 19—The Day of Atonement—Lev. 16:1-16 ...............................................................  15
Sept. 26—A Blasphemer Stoned—Lev. 24:10-23 ..............................................................  20

UNIT II: Seeing God’s Faithfulness
Oct.  3—Complaints About Manna—Num. 11:4-6, 10-23 ..............................................  25
Oct. 10—God Sends Quail and Plague—Num. 11:24-35 ................................................  30
Oct. 17—Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses—Num. 12:1-16 ..........................................  35
Oct. 24—The Mission of Twelve Spies—Num. 13:1-3, 17-20, 25-33 ..............................  40

UNIT III: Taking God Seriously
Oct. 31—Rebellion of the People—Num. 14:1-12 ...........................................................  44
Nov.  7—Moses’ Prayer and God’s Answer—Num. 14:13-24 ........................................  48
Nov. 14—Korah’s Rebellion—Num. 16:1-14 .....................................................................  52
Nov. 21—Judgment on the Rebellion—Num. 16:23-35 ...................................................  56
Nov. 28—Water from the Rock—Num. 20:1-13................................................................  60
 Daily Bible Readings ..........................................................................................  64

Intermediate
Bible Teacher

FALL QUARTER September, October, November 2021

Vol. LXXXV No. 4

Writer: James Parry
Edited and published quarterly by

THE INCORPORATED TRUSTEES OF THE
GOSPEL WORKER SOCIETY

UNION GOSPEL PRESS DIVISION
Rev. W. B. Musselman, Founder

Price: $3.50 per quarter*
 $14.00 per year*

*shipping and handling extra

ISBN 978-1-64495-158-3

This material is part of the “Christian Life Series,” copyright © 2021 by Union Gospel Press. All rights reserved. No portion 
of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without written permission from Union Gospel Press, 
except as permitted by United States copyright law. Edited and published quarterly by The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel  
Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. P.O. Box 301055, Cleveland, Ohio 44130-0915. Phone: 216-749-2100.  
www.uniongospelpress.com

Editor in Chief: Kenneth Sponsler



2

The theme for the quarter is “Faith 
on Trial.” It is a fitting theme, be-
cause the faith of just about every-
one discussed goes through some 
kind of trial throughout the course of 
the lessons, most notably the faith of 
Moses and Aaron. We can see from 
their experience that it is not easy to 
be in a position of leadership, partic-
ularly spiritual leadership.

The first lesson details in partic-
ular the special garments that the 
ordinary priests and the high priest 
were to wear. It is a fascinating dis-
cussion that shows how God, even 
in the garments He mandated for the 
priests, was working His grand plan 
of salvation.

As was stated, positions of spiritual 
leadership are difficult. In lesson 2, we 
encounter the incident in which two of 
Aaron’s sons are killed by fire from the 
Lord, right at the beginning of taberna-
cle worship. It was a bitter pill indeed 
for Aaron.

Lesson 3 discusses the Day of 
Atonement, the holiest day on the 
Jewish calendar. The significance 
of the many aspects of the day will 
show us that God’s plan of salvation 
is truly marvelous.

In lesson 4, we learn that the con-
sequence for violation of God’s com-
mands can be harsh indeed, as the 
lesson explores the consequences for 
a blasphemer.

In lesson 5, we will see how the 
Lord dealt with Israel’s ungrateful at-
titude toward His gracious provision 
of manna. It is a lesson for all of us 

in expressing gratitude and thankful-
ness for God’s provision. 

In lesson 6, another facet of God’s 
provision is explored, His provision of 
quail. The experience for Israel was 
bittersweet, as a plague destroyed a 
number in the camp.

In lesson 7, we see the tension 
that arose between Moses, Aaron, 
and Miriam. God’s solution restored 
the balance in their relationship 
that was necessary for them to lead  
effectively.

Lessons 8 and 9 concern the mis-
sion of the twelve spies into the Prom-
ised Land. The faithfulness of Joshua 
and Caleb led to God’s promise that 
they would enter Canaan.

In lesson 10, we see how Moses’ in-
tercession once again for the people 
led God to forgive their sin. However, 
the consequence for those who re-
belled was disbarment from the Prom-
ised Land.

Korah’s rebellion is the subject 
of lessons 11 and 12, an intriguing 
look at the nature of rebellion and 
the depths of deception in the hu-
man heart. The sobering truth is that  
rebellion can never be allowed to 
succeed.

The quarter ends in lesson 13 with 
the unfortunate incident of Moses, out 
of frustration with the people, striking 
the rock for water instead of merely 
speaking to it.

The lessons are instructive, colorful, 
and ultimately faith building for those 
who will study them and put their 
truths into action. 

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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What Christians call the Old Testa-
ment and Jewish people call the Tanakh 
is a fascinating treasure to explore, to 
absorb, and to allow to change us. It is 
God’s Word, as relevant for us today as 
it was when it was committed to writing 
by the biblical authors. Considering that 
it is four-fifths the length of the Bible, 
Christians ought to be studying it with 
greater frequency and in greater detail.

The theme of the entire unit is “Faith 
on Trial,” but the theme of Unit I could 
also serve as a grand title—“Learning 
God’s Holiness.” There is not a reading 
in which this theme does not shine forth. 

Many of the lessons are sobering for 
us as readers. We can be thankful that 
we did not have to experience some 
of the harrowing experiences that are 
recounted. 

How, for instance, does one survive 
the loss of two sons on the very day on 
which the formal worship in the taber-
nacle was inaugurated, as Aaron did? 
What should have been the most joy-
ous day of his life instead turned into 
perhaps the most tragic of his entire 
life. In their enthusiasm to serve the 
Lord, his sons made some inadvisable 
decisions, and the holiness of God 
required that these be dealt with in a 
very strong manner. 

Moving to the complete other end 
of the spectrum, God’s holiness was 
manifested in a different but equally 
strong way in the judgment that was 
brought to bear on those involved in 
what has become known as Korah’s 
rebellion. In a way, the two incidents 
are related. 

Levites, because they were not spe-
cifically descended from Aaron, could 
not aspire to the priesthood, though 
they had a very important function in as-
sisting the priests in their duties. Korah 
was from a clan of Levites who were 

Holy, Holy, Holy

tasked with carrying the items from the 
tabernacle when the Israelites were on 
the move. However, this honor was ap-
parently not enough to satisfy his desire 
to ascend to a more prominent, at least 
in his eyes, office, that of priest. 

God had ordained that this is how 
worship at the tabernacle and later at 
the temple would be conducted, yet 
for individuals whose heart was not in 
the right place, the temptation of pride 
would lead to the corruption of their 
activities, as was the case with Korah 
and those who followed him.

As with Nadab and Abihu, they 
wrongly offered incense in their cen-
sers. This was a test put forward by 
Moses to determine whether or not 
God would accept their offering. Two 
hundred fifty prominent Israelites who 
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agreed with the aim of Korah to dis-
place Moses from his leadership posi-
tion came to the tabernacle with cen-
sers in hand and coals in the censers. 
Their aim was to show that their offering 
would be accepted by the Lord, prov-
ing that they were righteous individuals. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

In the twofold judgment that followed, 
Korah and his associates were swal-
lowed up by the earth, which opened 
under their feet. After this event, God 
sent a fiery judgment that consumed all 
250 of the other individuals. In an epi-
logue to this judgment, the metal cen-
sers were retrieved, melted down, and 
turned into a border on the main altar 
so that all would remember what had 
been the origin of this beautiful border. 
God’s holiness was not something to 
be trifled with.

In the midst of the heavy lessons 
to be learned concerning God’s holi-
ness, there is levity and humor asso-
ciated with God’s majesty. Consider 
for instance the incident where Israel 
complained because they were tired 
of eating manna. God decided to 
teach them a lesson about griping that 
would stick with Israel for forty years. 

In addition to manna, God had been 
providing quail for the people. They 
still were not satisfied, so God’s solu-
tion was more quail—lots of them! 
Quail range in size from a few ounc-
es for the smallest birds to the largest 
species, which range up to about two 
and a half pounds. 

Due to Israel’s griping, God inun-
dated the camp with millions of quail. 
They surrounded the camp (which 
housed perhaps two million people) 
to a depth of three feet, extending out 
a day’s journey from the camp. The 
average individual gathered ten hom-
ers, which was about twenty quail. 
This meant that God dropped perhaps 
tens of millions on the camp. The flesh 
would have been dried in the sun and 
the quail thereby preserved for future 

use. Our great God clearly has a sense 
of humor.

Even in the story of the spies there 
is good humor. As we know, the spies 
went on a forty-day mission to explore 
the land and evaluate it with an eye to-
ward future habitation. The majority re-
port was that the land could not be tak-
en because of fortified cities and giants, 
“the sons of Anak,” who were in resi-
dence. The spies said that they were like 
grasshoppers compared to the giants. 
As we know from our vantage point 
looking back, both giants (Goliath) and 
fortified cities (Jericho) were no problem 
for God. Israel, of course, did not know 
this at the time. Faith in God, however, 
should have led them to trust that even 
these obstacles could be overcome.

God’s holiness surges through all the 
lessons: the complex rituals of the Day 
of Atonement, foreshadowing Christ’s 
sacrifice for us; the unfortunate but 
necessary stoning of a blasphemer; 
the sobering reality of Miriam’s (tem-
porary) leprosy; several plagues that 
together destroyed more than fourteen 
thousand; Moses’ unfortunate striking 
of the rock instead of merely speaking 
to it. All of these, as sobering as they 
are, are a reminder that our God is a 
great God who can handle any situa-
tion that arises.

God’s holiness seems to stand out 
in greater relief in the Old Testament 
than it does in the New Testament, 
perhaps because it is more subtly em-
bodied in the Person of the Lord Jesus 
in the New Testament. 

The world seems intent on either 
ignoring or minimizing the holiness of 
God. We must continue to put the ho-
liness of God front and center in our 
world so that mankind can once again 
discover its greatness, majesty, and 
power. It is the antidote to the shallow 
popular culture that we have to deal 
with on a daily basis. Let us praise, 
profess, and proclaim His holiness to 
the whole world.
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NOTES

LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

LEV. 8:1 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying,

 2 Take Aaron and his sons with 
him, and the garments, and the 
anointing oil, and a bullock for the 
sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread;

 3 And gather thou all the congre-
gation together unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.

 4 And Moses did as the Lord 
commanded him; and the as-
sembly was gathered together 
unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation.

 5 And Moses said unto the con-
gregation, This is the thing which the 
Lord commanded to be done.

 6 And Moses brought Aaron 
and his sons, and washed them 
with water.

 7 And he put upon him the coat, 
and girded him with the girdle, and 
clothed him with the robe, and put 
the ephod upon him, and he gird-
ed him with the curious girdle of 

the ephod, and bound it unto him 
therewith.

 8 And he put the breastplate 
upon him: also he put in the breast-
plate the Urim and the Thummim.

 9 And he put the mitre upon 
his head; also upon the mitre, even 
upon his forefront, did he put the 
golden plate, the holy crown; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.

10 And Moses took the anoint-
ing oil, and anointed the taber- 
nacle and all that was therein, and 
sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon 
the altar seven times, and anointed 
the altar and all his vessels, both the 
laver and his foot, to sanctify them.

12 And he poured of the anoint-
ing oil upon Aaron’s head, and 
anointed him, to sanctify him.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s 
sons, and put coats upon them, 
and girded them with girdles, and 
put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.
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The establishment of the priesthood 
and the anointing of the first priests in 
Israel’s history was an epochal event 
in the life of the young nation. It took 
place during the wilderness wander-
ing, before the nascent country had 
even established itself in its perma-
nent home, the Promised Land. What 
should have been a joyous event was 
attended by great sorrow for Aaron 
and his family, as we will see in next 
week’s lesson. But for the moment, all 
was as it should be as Moses carried 
out the instructions from God and or-
dained Aaron’s two sons to the priest-
hood.

THE BEGINNING OF THE  
PRIESTHOOD—Lev. 8:1-4

God speaks to Moses (Lev. 8:1). 
We do not know the manner in which 
the Lord spoke to Moses. The Bible 
just simply tells us that He did. Usu-
ally in Scripture if the Lord spoke to 
humans through a dream or vision this 
is explicitly stated. There is no indica-
tion that that is the case here. The first 

time the Lord spoke to Moses audibly, 
as far as this is recorded in Scripture, 
was at the burning bush (Ex. 3:4). Sub-
sequently the book of Exodus records 
numerous times when the Lord spoke 
to Moses (4:2, 4, 6; 6:1-2; 7:1, 8, 14, 
8:1, 5).  

The objects of consecration (Lev. 
8:2). The Old Testament sacrificial sys-
tem can be bewildering to modern-day 
Christians. The numerous and varied 
sacrifices and precise instructions 
for carrying them out leave us with 
many questions. There were various 
offerings for different purposes, vari-
ous objects to be offered, and various 
times when offerings were to be made. 

Moses was instructed to take Aaron 
and his sons, the priestly garments, 
the special holy anointing oil, the an-
imals for the offerings, and a basket of 
unleavened bread and to meet the en-
tire congregation of the people at the 
door of the tabernacle. 

The special priestly garments are 
described in detail in Exodus 28 and 
29. The high priest wore an undergar-
ment made of linen, and on top of this 

Lesson and Its Truth

Ordination of Aaron  
and His Sons

Lesson Text: Leviticus 8:1-13 

Related Scriptures: Exodus 29:1-37; Hebrews 10:19-25; Acts 22:14-16

TIME: about 1445 b.c. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” 
(Hebrews 10:22).


