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Intermediate Bible Class

“God’s Great Blessings” is the 
theme for this quarter. Our study 
begins with God’s blessing the 
world with the promised Saviour. 
Lessons 1 and 2 examine two of 
these promises.

A young woman named Mary re-
ceived the blessing of being the 
mother of the Messiah, and the world 
was blessed by His coming. Lessons 
3 and 4 focus on those blessings. 

“Blessing of the Gospel” is the 
theme of the second unit. Lessons 
5 through 8 focus on the blessings 
that Christians have in Christ. They 
are reconciled to God, forgiven and 
free, given new life, and Jesus inter-
cedes to the Father for them. 

Lessons 9 through 13 make up 
the third unit, “Blessing of Grace in 
Christ.” Those who are a part of God’s 
family, the church, have God’s bless-
ings of care and comfort. The Holy 
Spirit guides them to be like Jesus 
and teaches them to live God’s way. 

—Don Ruff.
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PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 4, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
LUKE 1:8 And it came to pass, 

that while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his 
course,

9 According to the custom of 
the priest’s office, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into 
the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the 
people were praying without at the 
time of incense. 

11 And there appeared unto 
him an angel of the Lord standing 
on the right side of the altar of in-
cense. 

12 And when Zacharias saw him, 
he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him. 

13 But the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer 
is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the 
sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink; and 

he shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother’s 
womb. 

16 And many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God. 

17 And he shall go before him 
in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just; to make 
ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. 

18 And Zacharias said unto the 
angel, Whereby shall I know this? for 
I am an old man, and my wife well 
stricken in years. 

19  And the angel answering 
said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; and 
am sent to speak unto thee, and to 
shew thee these glad tidings. 

20 And, behold, thou shalt be 
dumb, and not able to speak, until 
the day that these things shall be 
performed, because thou believest 
not my words, which shall be fulfilled 
in their season.

NOTES
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LESSON STUDY
ZACHARIAS’S PRIVILEGED  
SERVICE—Luke 1:8-10 

The sacrificial system was at the 
center of Israel’s worship. God had 
selected the tribe of Levi as the 
tribe of the priesthood, and Aaron, 
Moses’ brother, was the first high 
priest. The temple in Jerusalem was 
the place where all the sacrifices 
took place, and outside the sanctu-
ary was where the people gathered 
to worship. The priests were given 
the responsibilities for carrying out 
the worship at the temple. 

While priests had many responsi-
bilities throughout Israel, there were 
only a few things that needed to be 
done within the temple itself. Since 
there was a large number of priests, 
the privilege of serving in an im-
portant job within the temple, such 
as the offering of the incense, was 
something that happened only once 
in a priest’s lifetime. These daily du-
ties were determined by the casting 

of lots (cf. I Chr. 24:5, 31). 
Zacharias was one of Israel’s 

priests. By the time he was finally 
chosen by lot to serve within the 
temple, he and his wife, Elisabeth, 
were elderly (Luke 1:7). In addition 
to this, Elisabeth had been unable 
to have children. 

This was certainly discouraging for 
them. By this time, Zacharias might 
have wondered whether he would 
ever be chosen to do anything im-
portant in the temple. However, 
God’s timing is always perfect. He 
brought together in this moment the 
fulfillment of this couple’s desire for a 
child and the opportunity for Zacha-
rias to stand and serve in the temple. 

Finally, the elderly priest Zachari-
as was selected to offer incense on 
the altar in the temple. The altar of 
incense was a small altar located in 
the first room of the temple known 
as the holy place (cf. Ex. 30:1-10). 
The altar was placed in front of the 
veil covering the Holy of Holies, or 
the Most Holy Place. The incense 
symbolized daily prayer to God.

The Promise of 
Messiah’s Forerunner

Lesson Text: Luke 1:8-20

Related Scriptures: Genesis 18:9-15; 25:20-28; 
Malachi 4:1-6; Matthew 11:9-15

TIME: 7 or 6 b.c. PLACE: Jerusalem

GOLDEN TEXT—“Thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth” (Luke 
1:13-14).


