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LOOKING AHEAD
Welcome to another quarter of 

study in God’s Word with the overall 
theme of “Triumph”! As we look at how  
Jesus triumphed in His earthly minis-
try, we will find lessons on how those 
who trust in Him can be winners also.

Topics in our first four lessons, 
though not in chronological order, 
will be the announcement of His 
birth; His arrival in Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday; His presentation in 
the temple; and the humility He dis-
played as an example for His disci-
ples to follow.

Lessons 5 through 8 will be about 
truth and trials. The first three les-
sons will take place in the upper 
room, where Jesus and His disciples 
shared the Last Supper together. Ju-
das will have already left the room to 
betray Jesus.

Our final five lessons will be about 
Jesus and His arrest; Jesus stand-
ing trial; Jesus on the cross; and the 
resurrected Jesus meeting with His 
disciples by the Sea of Tiberius. This 
quarter of study promises much as 
we learn more about Jesus.
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NOTES

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 5, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

MATT. 1:18 Now the birth of  
Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.

JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days 
before the passover came to Bethany,  
where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the 
dead.

 2 There they made him a 
supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat 
at the table with him.

 3 Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the 
house was filled with the odour of 
the ointment.

 4 Then saith one of his disci-
ples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
which should betray him,

 5 Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor?

 6 This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the bag, and 
bare what was put therein.

 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: 
against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this.

 8 For the poor always ye have 
with you; but me ye have not al-
ways.
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LESSON STUDY
Preparations for celebrating Christ-

mas are likely underway in your 
church and possibly at home as well. 
It might be that you will participate in 
a church program about the birth of 
Jesus. Whether or not you are part 
of a public pageant, the important 
thing—in fact, the most important 
thing—is that you know Jesus as 
your Saviour and celebrate inward-
ly in spirit and outwardly in giving of 
yourself. Our Lord is worthy of our 
sacrificial celebration every day of the 
year and not just at Christmas.

As we begin our winter quarter  
in the Word, we consider the sacri-
fices several biblical figures made to 
honor God and obey His will. Hope-
fully, the lesson will challenge you 
to do the same in your life. Our first 
unit’s theme reminds us that sorrow 
often comes before triumph. 

THE SACRIFICE OF MARY OF 
NAZARETH—Matt. 1:18

Matthew begins the story of 
Joseph with a comment about 
Mary. It assumes that we know her  

story, which is found in Luke’s 
Gospel (1:26-38). You would do 
well to read it as a reminder before 
continuing with our lesson. 

Let us think about Mary for a 
moment here, for her sacrifice of 
self to obey God’s will is quite re-
markable. Mary may have been 
only three years older than you 
when the angel notified her of a 
life-changing event about to un-
fold. Women in those days often 
married in their mid- to late-teens, 
and Mary was likely in that age 
range.

Mary was young and was  
pure. She had never had relations 
with any man. She was espoused 
(engaged) to a man named Joseph; 
so marriage was in her future, but 
that was as much as a year away. 
Engagements were often agreed 
to a year or so before the wed-
ding. The couple would be thought  
of as husband and wife during their 
engagement, but they would not 
live together until after the wed-
ding.

When Mary submitted to what 
the Lord asked of her, she was let-
ting go of her own plans in order to 

Sorrow Before Triumph
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-21; John 12:1-8 

Related Scriptures: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-39

TIMES: 6 or 5 b.c.; a.d. 30 PLACES: Nazareth; Bethany

GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her” (Matthew 26:13).


