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LOOKING AHEAD
Under the title “Proclamation of 

the Gospel,” we will study the book 
of Romans. In unit I we will see why 
there is a need for God’s grace to 
save mankind. Lesson 1 will look at 
Paul’s explanation of the importance 
of the gospel.  

Lesson 2 looks at mankind’s re-
jection of God, while lesson 3 shows 
how all mankind is lost.  

The second unit looks at God’s 
provision for salvation. Lesson 4 
studies how righteousness comes 
from faith in Christ, followed by 
Abraham’s example of faith in lesson 
5. This includes a study of Christ’s 
promised resurrection. 

Justification by faith is the subject 
of lesson 6, followed by how believ-
ers identify with Jesus’ death and 
resurrection (lesson 7). 

Lessons 8 and 9 help us under-
stand suffering and our security in 
Christ. In lessons 10 through 12 we 
will see how not everyone is saved 
but that salvation is available to all 
who believe. The final lesson studies 
Paul’s strategy of ministry to the lost.
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PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

NOTES

ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have 
a prosperous journey by the will of 
God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spiri-
tual gift, to the end ye may be es-
tablished;

12 That is, that I may be comfort-
ed together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ig-

norant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even 
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, 
and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.

LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021 
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LESSON STUDY
PAUL’S DESIRE TO VISIT THE 
CHRISTIANS IN ROME— 
Rom. 1:8-13

After his initial greeting, Paul ex-
pressed in his letter how thankful he 
was for the believers who lived in 
Rome. People all around the Roman 
Empire had heard of their faith in 
Christ (vs. 8). Their faith and testimo-
ny was very important, since Rome 
was the capital of the empire. 

Paul also told them that he had 
been praying constantly for them. 
He was genuinely concerned for 
them (vs. 9). 

None of the apostles had visited 
Rome, including Paul. However, he 
had been praying that in some way 
he would be able to make a trip to 
see them (vs. 10). 

Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ 
and a missionary of the gospel. He 
had a strong desire to visit them. Even 
though Paul had not been involved in 
starting the church at Rome, we learn 
from Romans 16 that he knew some 
of their members.

Paul’s reason for wanting to vis-
it the Roman believers was so that 
he could “impart,” or give to them, 
“some spiritual gift” (vs. 11). This 
might mean that Paul wanted to 
minister to the Romans from his own 
spiritual gifts in order to help them, 
or it may refer to sharing spiritual 
blessings with them. 

His aim through this was to help 
establish and strengthen the spiri-
tual life of these believers who were 
young in their faith.

Young churches in general need 
to be firmly established on sound 
biblical teaching. The church in 
the first century had just come 
into existence after the resurrec-
tion of Christ. The church in Rome 
was especially new. The presence 
of these young Christians in Rome 
was completely new in history. They 
especially needed guidance in a 
hostile world. 

Paul recognized the importance  
of visiting them. He wanted to con-
tribute to their spiritual welfare, to 
bless them, and to strengthen them.

Paul looked forward to the mutual 
benefits to himself and the Roman 

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17 

Related Scriptures: I Thessalonians 1:1-4; I Corinthians 1:18-24;  
Galatians 3:10-14

TIME: a.d. 56 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16).


