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Faith on Trial

UNIT I: Learning God’s Holiness

Sept.  5—Ordination of Aaron and His   
  Sons ......................................  2
Sept. 12—Death of Nadab and  
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Sept. 19—The Day of Atonement .........  10
Sept. 26—A Blasphemer Stoned ..........  14

UNIT II: Seeing God’s Faithfulness
Oct.  3—Complaints About Manna ....  18
Oct. 10—God Sends Quail and  
  Plague ...................................  22
Oct. 17—Miriam and Aaron Oppose  
  Moses  ...................................  26
Oct. 24—The Mission of Twelve  
  Spies ......................................  30

UNIT III: Taking God Seriously
Oct. 31—Rebellion of the People .......  34
Nov.   7—Moses’ Prayer and God’s  
  Answer ..................................  37
Nov. 14—Korah’s Rebellion .................  40
Nov. 21—Judgment on the  
  Rebellion ...............................  43
Nov. 28—Water from the Rock ............  46

LOOKING AHEAD
The lessons for this quarter focus 

on faith. They are all in Old Testament 
books, and they deal with the trials 
of Israel as they moved through the 
wilderness to the Promised Land. 

Lessons 1 and 2 deal with the be-
ginning of Israel’s worship and the of-
fering of the first priests. Lesson 3 is a 
discussion of the Day of Atonement, 
the most holy day in Israel’s history. 
Lesson 4 shows us that God’s jus-
tice is certain and sometimes seems 
harsh but is never unfair.

Lessons 5 and 6 deal with the 
nation of Israel and their attitude of 
ungratefulness for God’s provision 
in the wilderness. It is instructive to 
us all. Lesson 7 shows us that even 
among God’s chosen leaders there 
sometimes needs to be repentance 
and restoration. The mission of the 
twelve spies is the subject of lesson 
8. Lessons 9 through 12 deal with re-
bellion among the people and God’s 
solution. In the final lesson, we see 
Moses’ failure and the consequence.

All the lessons are instructive and 
beneficial for us today.
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NOTES

LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

LEV. 8:1 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying,

 2 Take Aaron and his sons with 
him, and the garments, and the 
anointing oil, and a bullock for the 
sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread;

 3 And gather thou all the congre-
gation together unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.

 4 And Moses did as the Lord 
commanded him; and the as-
sembly was gathered together 
unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation.

 5 And Moses said unto the con-
gregation, This is the thing which the 
Lord commanded to be done.

 6 And Moses brought Aaron 
and his sons, and washed them 
with water.

 7 And he put upon him the coat, 
and girded him with the girdle, and 
clothed him with the robe, and put 
the ephod upon him, and he gird-
ed him with the curious girdle of 

the ephod, and bound it unto him 
therewith.

 8 And he put the breastplate 
upon him: also he put in the breast-
plate the Urim and the Thummim.

 9 And he put the mitre upon 
his head; also upon the mitre, even 
upon his forefront, did he put the 
golden plate, the holy crown; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.

10 And Moses took the anoint-
ing oil, and anointed the taber- 
nacle and all that was therein, and 
sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon 
the altar seven times, and anointed 
the altar and all his vessels, both the 
laver and his foot, to sanctify them.

12 And he poured of the anoint-
ing oil upon Aaron’s head, and 
anointed him, to sanctify him.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s 
sons, and put coats upon them, 
and girded them with girdles, and 
put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.
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LESSON STUDY
Our study this quarter is on faith, 

specifically, faith that is put to the 
test. In all the lessons, there is a 
challenge to be met. Sometimes 
those involved met the challenge, 
and at other times, they did not. 

All the lessons involve the nation 
of Israel as it moved from Egypt to 
the Promised Land. God showed 
Himself to be faithful to Israel at ev-
ery step of the way. Although this 
should have increased the faith of 
the Israelites, this was not always 
the case. 

The first unit is entitled “Learning 
God’s Holiness.” In the first lesson, 
we delve into the beginning of the 
priesthood in Israel. Many of the 
things mentioned in the lesson will 
be completely new to us. We should 
not let that frighten us away from 
learning more about God’s special 
system for sacrifices. Learning a lit-
tle bit at a time will help us to under-
stand the material.

THE BEGINNING OF THE  
PRIESTHOOD—Lev. 8:1-4

God speaks to Moses (Lev. 8:1). 
We do not know how the Lord spoke 
to Moses. The Bible just simply tells 
us that He did. Many times when 
God spoke to people in the Bible, 
He did so in a dream or vision, but 
neither of those is mentioned in our 
lesson text for today. 

The first time that we know that 
God spoke to Moses was at the 
burning bush. After that, the book 
of Exodus records numerous times 
when it seems that Moses heard an 
audible voice from the Lord.

The objects of consecration 
(Lev. 8:2). Many of the aspects of the 
Old Testament sacrificial system are 
difficult to understand. There were 
various offerings for different pur-
poses, various things to be offered, 
and various times to offer them. 

Moses was instructed to take Aaron 
and his sons, the priestly clothing, the 
special holy anointing oil, the animals 
for the offerings, and a basket of un-
leavened bread and to meet the entire 

Ordination of Aaron  
and His Sons

Lesson Text: Leviticus 8:1-13 

Related Scriptures: Exodus 29:1-37; Hebrews 10:19-25; Acts 22:14-16

TIME: about 1445 b.c. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” 
(Hebrews 10:22).


