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Ms. A. Wetherall Johnson used to say 
these words near the end of her intense, 
nine-month Bible course: “Let’s not just 
finish the course somehow; let’s finish 
triumphantly!” Ms. Johnson wanted stu-
dents to stay strong to the end. Her few 
encouraging words still echo in my mind 
many times when a job seems tedious or 
overwhelming.

The life of Jesus is an illustration of 
finishing triumphantly in the face of 
overwhelming circumstances and sac-
rificial ministry. He had much to accom-
plish—to make known the kingdom of 
God, to give a right perspective of God, 
to train His apostles to carry on His mis-
sion as God planned, to convince those 
who listened to Him that He was from 
God, to fulfill all the prophecy and the 
law, and to be the perfect Lamb of God.

Although Jesus’ ministry on earth 
was only three short years, Old Tes-
tament prophecies foretold His days 
on earth thousands of years before 
He was born, and Jesus fulfilled every 
prophecy about His time on earth. This 
quarter, we get a fascinating look at not 
only those prophecies but also of what 
God accomplishes in the life Jesus. All 
history points to Jesus either as a future 
hope or our present and only hope.

When Mary of Bethany anointed  
Jesus before His final entry into Jerusa-
lem, Judas was appalled. He claimed it 
was a waste of precious oil, but Mary 
knew there was nothing more precious 
than Jesus. Mary gave with a generous 
and open heart. Judas had much to 

hide, and his disgust had nothing to do 
with helping the poor. Are we generous 
with the blessings God has given us, or 
do we hoard them on selfish pretenses?  

We will look at Jesus’ birth and how, 
at the ritual of Jesus’ circumcision, the 
prophet Simeon recognized the tiny 
baby as the hope of Israel and foretold 
Mary’s sorrow. Unbeknownst to Mary, 
her own heart would one day be circum-
cised to be part of the new covenant as 
she believed in the resurrected Son of 
God. Jesus was known as the King from 
birth. As a babe, He was heralded as 
the King but soon forgotten, then later 
proclaimed “King of the Jews” by Pilate. 
Jesus admitted that He is the King but 
that His kingdom is not of this world.

From day one of Jesus’ ministry, He 
had much to accomplish. He needed 
to teach the disciples about the power 
they would soon have to heal and to 
teach. He also needed to show them 
how to be humble with that power. As 
He washed their feet, they knew what 
His hands were capable of doing. When 
He lifted each foot, the disciples looked 
on in humility. They did not understand 
why, but forever after, that precious ac-
tion would no doubt remind them to stay 
humble in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Some people were drawn to Jesus, 
and some turned away. He is the only 
way to God, the only truth worth giving 
our lives for, and He promises us abun-
dant, eternal life now (John 10:10). No 
greater or wiser decision can be made 
than to receive Jesus’ forgiveness and 

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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God’s grace with a sincere heart.
While studying these lessons, take 

time to walk with Jesus and His disci-
ples on the way to the Mount of Olives. 
Realize these were Jesus’ last instruc-
tions and teachings as He approached 
His death. What lessons would Jesus 
teach to be sure He triumphantly end-
ed His time with His ragtag disciples? 
Listen to these valuable lessons with 
an open heart. These are the lessons 
taught to make sure the disciples un-
derstood the most critical concepts in 
ministry. They are words for us as well 
as we live as God’s agents and repre-
sentatives to the world around us.

Listen to the words of Jesus as He 
prepared His disciples for their days 
of ministry. They would experience 
tribulation, but He offered them peace. 
Jesus said they were not of the world, 
but He knew they must be in the world. 
We too are not to be of this world as 
we live every day here. People around 
us should see a difference as we act 
humbly and sacrificially, representing 
Jesus to those who do not know Him.

Pilate asked the same question we 
may ask today: “What is truth?” (18:38). 
Jesus did not defend Himself against 
the accusations of the teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees, but He confi-
dently spoke the truth. Jesus’ words did 
not make sense to Pilate, but Pilate also 
could not disagree with Him. His hands 
were tied by his desire to stay in power. 
We have to ask ourselves whether we 
are more concerned about the truth of 
Jesus or our reputations among those 
who do not know Him.

The crucifixion and death of Jesus 
have become so familiar to us; we can 
easily miss how Jesus took care of every 
detail as He hung, tortured and dying, on 
the cross. Jesus finished triumphantly as 
He battled the most grueling of spiritual 
battles. So fierce was the enemy’s attack 
that darkness covered the earth for three 
hours. Jesus cried out, and the battle 
was won, but it did not look that way to 

those watching. Four women and John 
stood at the foot of the cross. Jesus gave 
His mother’s care to John even though 
Jesus had brothers and sisters. Why? 
If you do not know, these lessons can 
provide insight.

After some days of grieving and then 
seeing Jesus resurrected, the disciples 
were not sure what to do. In a scene 
reminiscent to Peter, James, and John, 
Jesus appeared on shore with a char-
coal fire. In a brief encounter with His 
disciples, Jesus reminded them of His 
miracles and His care throughout their 
time together. The memories of Jesus’ 
power and authority would strengthen 
them to carry on triumphantly. Remem-
bering the work and words of Jesus can 
strengthen us at times when we doubt 
or want to give up. Remembering times 
in our lives when Jesus was personally 
faithful to us will help us be triumphant 
in our ministries and work. All of God’s 
promises are fulfilled in Christ Jesus. 
Do not finish your work, ministry, day, 
or life just somehow; finish triumphantly 
in Jesus! 
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NOTES

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 5, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

MATT. 1:18 Now the birth of  
Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.

JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days 
before the passover came to Bethany,  
where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the dead.

 2 There they made him a 

supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat 
at the table with him.

 3 Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the 
house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment.

 4 Then saith one of his disci-
ples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
which should betray him,

 5 Why was not this ointment sold 
for three hundred pence, and given 
to the poor?

 6 This he said, not that he cared 
for the poor; but because he was 
a thief, and had the bag, and bare 
what was put therein.

 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: 
against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this.

 8 For the poor always ye have 
with you; but me ye have not al-
ways.
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Lesson Exposition
Before the birth of Jesus, there were 

four hundred years when the Israelites 
did not hear from God. Malachi was the 
last prophet who foretold God’s plan for 
the Israelites. God was quiet, but the 
nation of Israel was not. Its people had 
rebelled against God and persecuted 
the prophets who sought only to inform 
them and keep them in God’s will. Many 
of the prophets were rejected for their 
unwanted messages of repentance and 
their urging for Israel to obey God.

Because of His people’s rebellion, 
God allowed powerful neighboring 
empires to take them into captivity. 
Israel was taken into captivity by the 
Assyrians, and the kingdom of Judah 
was taken by the Babylonians. This 
happened because the people refused 
to stay faithful to God. 

During the time of their captivity, the 
people from Judah were sometimes able 
to worship God publicly, but at other 
times they were not. Several important 
developments began to shape their be-
liefs. Persia overtook the Babylonian 
Empire and allowed the Jews to worship 
and serve God. After the destruction of 
the temple in Jerusalem, the Jews built 
synagogues during their captivity. In the 

synagogues, worship was centered on 
the law as interpreted by the teachers of 
the law rather than the priesthood. 

The Greek Empire rose to become 
a major world power, influencing all 
forms of worship, including Judaism. 
The Hebrew Scriptures were translated 
into Greek by Jewish scholars as early 
as the third century b.c. This version 
became known as the Septuagint, and 
it was a version Jesus often quoted. 

Eventually, the Seleucid Empire in-
vaded and attempted to end Judaism 
forever. Its ruler forbade sacrifices to 
Yahweh and outlawed circumcision. 
He abolished the Sabbath and feast 
days and even forced the Jews to eat 
pork. Jewish leaders, once guided by 
God, became more political in their 
efforts to guide the people.

Despite their considerable efforts, 
the Jews remained too weak to defend 
themselves and offered little resistance 
to the growing Roman Empire. The pe-
riod of Roman dominance was a time 
of relative peace, but the Jews desired 
to govern themselves. This time of 
constant struggle of their faith and 
tradition was the cultural atmosphere 
Joseph and Mary knew. 

Sorrow Before Triumph
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-21; John 12:1-8 

Related Scriptures: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-39

TIMES: 6 or 5 b.c.; a.d. 30 PLACES: Nazareth; Bethany

GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her” (Matthew 26:13).


