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EDITORIAL

REVELATIONS
James Parry
This quarter we have before us is a
fascinating study centered around Jesus and His disciples. The theme of the
quarter is the “Preparation of Jesus’
Disciples.” However, as we read these
accounts recorded by John, we will
find that in addition to learning about
the disciples, we will encounter new
revelations about Jesus Himself and
others with whom He interacted.
We will see that some who heard
Jesus’ teaching and saw His miracles
reacted with amazement and devotion
while others reacted with indifference or
downright unbelief. Even some of those
who were beneficiaries of Jesus’ kindness and generosity did not necessarily
put their trust in Him.
These narratives will prove endlessly
fascinating and will give us new insights into God’s Word. Even though
we may have read these stories many
times over, new facts and insights always seem to emerge with each new
reading. We should be thankful that we
have these accounts in Scripture.
Consider, for instance, the very wellknown account of Jesus’ turning water
into wine at the marriage in Cana. Why
is it that Mary was so involved in the
drama of the wine running out? This
suggests that she may have had some
official capacity at the wedding. Perhaps the wedding involved a relative.
Then the fact that she went to Jesus
for a solution may hint that she had
faith in Jesus’ miraculous power. It

may be that she was looking for Jesus
to manifest Himself more openly as
Israel’s Messiah.
Consider the twin miracles of the
feeding of the five thousand and Jesus’
walking on water. These are two of the
most well-known of Jesus’ miracles, but
we may not be aware that they occurred
perhaps within a twelve- to fifteen-hour
time frame. Were they related? Do these
two miracles constitute a learning experience specifically crafted by Jesus?
The disciples had just witnessed
Jesus’ supernatural power in the feeding of the five thousand, and now out in
a storm at sea their faith was being put
to the test. Could they trust Him to deliver them from the sea just as He had
delivered the multitude from hunger?
Nathanael’s reaction to Jesus when
he first met Him has long puzzled me.
Why was Nathanael amazed when
Jesus told him that he was an honest
person with no deceit in his heart?
Nathanael was dumbfounded because Jesus knew his inner man. Others may correctly ascertain certain aspects of our character by observing us
over time, but Nathanael had not met
Jesus previously. Jesus’ statement to
Nathanael in John 1:47 has an exclamation point at the end, indicating an
emphatic pronouncement by Jesus.
Yet from a purely human standpoint,
Jesus had not had the time to get to
know Nathanael even casually.
Also impressive to Nathanael was the
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fact that Jesus had noticed him under
the fig tree. When Jesus told Nathanael
that He had seen him under the fig tree,
Nathanael immediately knew that he
was in the presence of someone who
loved the things of God as much as
he did. Jesus’ powers of perception
indicated to Nathanael something extraordinary, a spiritual insight that went
beyond that of a very pious Israelite or
even of a prophet of Israel. That is why
he exclaimed that Jesus was “the Son
of God” and “the King of Israel” (vs. 49).
Jesus’ quiet confidence and restraint
in dealing with His harshest critics is
fully on display in these lessons. A
good example of this is the exchange
between the scribes and Pharisees
and Jesus recorded by John in chapter
8. At one point those who were debating with Jesus called Him a Samaritan.
The Samaritans, of course, were the
despised minority in Israel who lived in
the area sandwiched in between Judah
in the south and Galilee in the north.
Their worship was an amalgam of devotion to the true God of Israel and
heathen practices. They worshipped
on Mount Gerizim rather than in Jerusalem. In His encounter with the woman at the well, Jesus Himself told her
that the Samaritans did not know what
they really worshipped (4:22).
Not only did Jesus’ opponents call
Him a Samaritan, but they also further
charged that He was demon possessed.
Imagine the blasphemy inherent in this
fallacious charge! God Himself was being accused of being controlled by demons. Jesus’ incredible restraint could
only come from the meekness and true
humility that He embodied.
Later in that same conversation,
Jesus made one of His well-known “I
am” statements found in the Gospel of
John. This prompted those who heard
Him to pick up stones to hurl at Him
for what they perceived as blasphemy.
But Jesus was merely telling the truth.
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Jesus’ raising of Lazarus is a high
point in all of Scripture. Even agnostics
and skeptics should be inspired and
given hope by the fact that death will
never have the final word and will one
day be dispelled forever.
What is remarkable in this account
is that despite Jesus’ astounding miracle, there were still those who refused
to believe in Him. They were eyewitnesses to His power and yet would not
put their faith in Jesus.
John records that there were two
reactions among the Jews who had
come to mourn with Mary. Many of
them believed in Jesus when they
saw the raising of Lazarus. A minority,
however, went to report what they had
witnessed to the Jewish leadership,
specifically to the Pharisees.
The level of unbelief displayed by this
minority seems almost breathtaking,
and yet some Pharisees would even go
one better. They plotted to kill Lazarus!
Apparently, the fact that someone experienced death once in his lifetime
was not enough for them. Did they not
realize that Jesus could simply raise
Lazarus a second time if He wanted to?
The narratives of Scripture are endlessly fascinating, enlightening, and
convicting. We should be exceedingly
thankful that God saw fit, through the
work of His Holy Spirit, that they were
recorded for us by the biblical writers.
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LESSON 1

DECEMBER 6, 2020

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of
him, and cried, saying, This was he of
whom I spake, He that cometh after
me is preferred before me: for he was
before me.
16 And of his fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.
18 No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him.
19 And this is the record of John,
when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
Who art thou?
20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not
the Christ.
21 And they asked him, What
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith,
I am not. Art thou that prophet? And
he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him,
Who art thou? that we may give
an answer to them that sent us.
What sayest thou of thyself?
23 He said, I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias.
24 And they which were sent
were of the Pharisees.
25 And they asked him, and said
unto him, Why baptizest thou then,
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias,
neither that prophet?
26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there
standeth one among you, whom
ye know not;
27 He it is, who coming after
me is preferred before me, whose
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to
unloose.
28 These things were done in
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where
John was baptizing.

NOTES
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The Testimony of John
Lesson Text: John 1:15-28
Related Scriptures: Isaiah 40:3-5; John 3:22-30; 5:31-40;
Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:7-14
TIME: a.d. 26

PLACE: east of Jordan River

GOLDEN TEXT—“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).

Lesson Exposition
The focus of this quarter’s lessons
is on the preparation of the disciples.
However, much of the lesson material
centers not on the disciples but on
Jesus and His miraculous works. But
even though most of the lesson texts
concern the miracles of Jesus, this focus will reveal to us how the disciples
were impacted by Jesus and His power. Clearly the disciples made enormous strides in their spiritual growth
from the beginning of Jesus’ ministry
to His ascension back to the Father,
and their growth provides an invaluable opportunity for us to learn from
them.
JOHN’S WITNESS OF JESUS—
John 1:15
The apostle John was writing
about another John—John the Baptist, or, as he is sometimes called,
John the Baptizer. When the apostle
John used the term “cried” in verse
15, he was indicating that John the
Baptist’s announcement to the world
was a forceful one, uttered with conviction.
The apostle John then quoted John
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the Baptist again, repeating his assertion in verses 27 and 30 that Jesus
was “preferred,” or favored, because
He was before John. In making this
statement, John the Baptist was using
irony because, at least chronologically,
he was six months older than the Lord.
John’s meaning, though, is clear. It is
a statement of Jesus’ preexistence.
This echoes the apostle John’s own
statement in verses 1 and 2 of Jesus’
preexistence with the Father “in the
beginning.”
JESUS’ FULLNESS—
John 1:16
The meaning of this verse may at
first elude us, but the sense is that
believers have received gifts of grace
from Jesus out of His own inexhaustible supply. It reminds us of another
verse referencing fullness, Colossians
2:9: “In him dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily.” All the fullness
of God dwells in bodily form in Jesus,
so He can fill us with His gifts of grace.
What are these gifts of grace? They
are the benefits that come to us because of what Jesus has done for us
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