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God’s kingdom was central to John 
the Baptist’s and Jesus’ teachings from 
the beginning of their ministries (Matt. 
3:2; 4:17). They came to announce that 
God’s kingdom was near. That caused 
quite a stir among the people of Israel. 
However, the religious leaders of Jesus’ 
day were blinded by their own assump-
tions of what God’s kingdom was to be 
and therefore rejected Jesus as the King 
they had been waiting for (12:14). 

On one hand, the kingdom of God 
has always been the rule of a sovereign 
Monarch over all creation. On the other 
hand, the kingdom has yet to be fully 
consummated. Thus, the kingdom of 
God is a complicated subject. 

Our first unit this quarter (lessons 
1 through 4) lays a foundation for un-
derstanding the complexities of God’s 
kingdom. It begins with the Sermon 
on the Mount. Jesus painted a vivid 
picture of the attitudes and actions that 
are expected from the citizens of God’s 
kingdom (lesson 1). His description of 
the citizens of the kingdom shocked the 
first hearers as it shocks us today. God’s 
kingdom is filled with people who would 
be rejected by the world’s standards.

We will continue to examine Jesus’ 
teaching from the Sermon on the Mount 
in lesson 2. In this portion of His sermon, 
Jesus revealed the heart of God in giv-
ing the law. God wants inward obedi-
ence. He wants us to obey the law out of 
an outflow of the attitude of our hearts.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

In lesson 3, we will see how the dis-
ciples were being prepared for their 
mission. They walked with Jesus and 
learned about God’s kingdom from Him; 
then He sent them out to spread the 
good news about it to surrounding vil-
lages. He endowed them with His Spirit 
so that they would have power behind 
the proclamation.

God’s kingdom is the object of three 
parables in lesson 4. Through this se-
ries of stories, Jesus explained to His 
disciples (and us today) that the estab-
lishment of the physical reality of God’s 
kingdom on earth began with His com-
ing to live among us, but it also will not 
be completely manifested until a future 
date. In the meantime, evil will be in the 
world, and God has given us all we need 
to overcome it. As we wait for the full 
reality of God’s kingdom, we must be 
faithful servants.

Unit II (lessons 5 through 10) con-
cerns various responses to the mes-
sage of God’s kingdom. The model 
prayer Jesus posed to His disciples in 
lesson 5 shows how we work with God 
to further His kingdom. Because God 
has given this privilege to His children, 
He wants believers to depend on Him to 
meet their needs.

Two parables found in Luke’s Gospel 
are the focus of lesson 6. These com-
plementary illustrations were a sharp re-
buke to assumptions the Jewish leaders 
made about who would be honored in 
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God’s kingdom. Only after recognizing 
and admitting one’s spiritual poverty is 
one fit for God’s kingdom.

In lesson 7, Jesus tells a parable that 
shows our response to the kingdom of 
God should include compassion and 
mercy for one’s fellow man. It is the 
gospel that changes an individual and 
imparts a compassionate heart to those 
who know the Lord.

Lesson 8 relates to Christ’s return 
and being prepared for that event. The 
righteous and the wicked have radically 
different futures. The first group is eter-
nally blessed, while the second group is 
eternally condemned. Jesus will render 
the final judgment for all people.

Following the parable of the sower 
and the soils, Jesus explained the pur-
pose of teaching by parables in les-
son 9. Parables gave the followers of  
Jesus who were desiring to know more 
a window into the mysteries of God’s 
kingdom so that they would have more 
understanding. At the same time, those 
who were not following Him were left in 
the dark. 

The final lesson in the unit covers a 
story Jesus told in answer to Peter’s 
question about forgiveness. We will 
learn how our response to an offense 
should reflect what we have received 
from God. The story teaches that we 
should graciously and endlessly forgive 
others, just as God has forgiven us. A 
spirit of forgiveness should be unlimited, 
and we should never tally the number of 
times we extend mercy.

The last unit (lessons 11 through 13) 
centers on how one enters God’s king-
dom, that is, salvation. In lesson 11, the 
best known of all Jesus’ parables, the 
parable of the lost son, stresses how 
graciously God forgives and welcomes 
those who repent and turn to Him in 
faith and how all heaven rejoices when 
this occurs. 

Lesson 12 expounds on God’s good-
ness to those who come into His king-
dom. God deals with people as He wills, 

not as people sense fairness. His mercy 
and grace are extended to all people 
because of their need. No matter what 
point in life a person trusts Jesus as 
Saviour, we should be overjoyed for 
them receiving God’s gracious gift of 
salvation.

The story in lesson 13 reveals that 
God is sovereign in the matter of eternal 
rewards and does not judge as man 
does. The familiar story of the tax col-
lector and the Pharisee makes it clear 
that there is no place for boasting before 
God. Indeed, those we might consid-
er last may be honored most highly 
by God. Only those who are humble 
enough to admit their sin and simply 
trust the Lord will enter His kingdom. 

This quarter’s study shows us that 
when we are living in anticipation of 
Christ’s return and the ultimate man-
ifestation of God’s kingdom, we will 
be diligently proclaiming His message, 
seeking the lost, and rejoicing over their 
salvation. We will also practice forgive-
ness toward one another as we strive to 
live compassionate, selfless lives.
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NOTES

MATT. 5:1 And seeing the multi-
tudes, he went up into a mountain: 
and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him:

2 And he opened his mouth, and 
taught them, saying,

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: 
for they shall be called the children 
of God.

10 Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before you.

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: 
but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Fa-
ther which is in heaven.

LESSON 1 JUNE 4, 2023

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Lesson Exposition
The Saviour announced that the king-

dom of God was drawing near (Matt. 
4:17). What attitudes and actions were 
appropriate for a citizen of God’s king-
dom? Christ answered this question in 
what is known as the Sermon on the 
Mount (chaps. 5—7). Although Jesus’ 
primary audience would have been His 
disciples, there was a larger crowd of 
people who listened to Him teach (7:28).

THE SERMON’S SETTING— 
Matt. 5:1-2

The “multitudes” (vs. 1) who came to 
hear Jesus’ sermon are presumably the 
same as the “great multitudes” of 4:25 
who followed Him. Some of them came 
from regions nearly a hundred miles 
away to listen to Jesus teach. God’s 
supreme Old Testament revelation—
the law—was given by Moses, accom-
panied by thunder and lightning, from 
Mount Sinai. One greater than Moses 
gave this sermon from a mountain region 
presumed to be near the Sea of Galilee.

As the master Teacher, Jesus em-
ployed the normal sitting posture of a
Jewish rabbi. The ethics that He taught 
in His sermon contrasted sharply with 
the legalism of His religious oppo-

nents, who were absorbed with exter-
nal righteousness. Jesus launched His 
Sermon on the Mount by overthrowing 
such an approach to life.

THE SERMON’S BLESSINGS— 
Matt. 5:3-12

For the poor in spirit (Matt. 5:3). In 
this verse, we are immediately struck 
by the presence of the word “blessed.” 
This refers to the spiritual wellness of 
believers. The term conveys the idea of 
being the privileged recipient of God’s 
favor and thus enjoying a happier end 
than the wicked. Jesus’ various decla-
rations of blessedness in this sermon 
are commonly called the Beatitudes.

Jesus pronounced His first blessing 
on the “poor in spirit,” which is a ref-
erence to humility. These are believers 
who have been stripped of their own 
securities and thus feel deeply their 
need for God. The Saviour’s redemp-
tion, not their own goodness, is the 
basis for their citizenship in heaven. 

For the mournful (Matt. 5:4). Jesus 
pronounced His second blessing on 
the mournful, who will receive God’s 
comfort. Those who mourn do so be-
cause they know they have trans-

Upside-Down Kingdom
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16

Related Scriptures: Psalm 24:1-6; Isaiah 66:1-2; 
Luke 6:20-26; Hebrews 11:36-38

TIME: a.d. 28 PLACE: mountain near Capernaum

GOLDEN TEXT—“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).


