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EDITORIAL

Honoring God Through Obedience
Don Ruff

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

When we honor someone, we place 
a high value on who that person is. We 
hold that person in high esteem in our 
hearts. Someone who deserves our 
honor is a person of superior standing, 
whose worth brings respect. 

While we might confer honor on 
people who hold prestigious positions 
in our world, our Lord is the worthiest 
of all who deserve honor. To honor 
God means to give the regard, rever-
ence, admiration, adoration, praise, 
and obedience that are due Him. We 
not only honor Him when we obey His 
commands, but we also show that we 
have a close relationship with Him (cf. 
John 15:14). Obedience to the Lord 
is not something burdensome and 
unbearable. We obey Him because we 
love Him and are grateful for all He has 
done for us. 

This quarter’s topic focuses on 
learning how to honor God. The peo-
ple of Israel had a lot to learn about 
obedience. They often failed, as we 
all do, but God’s grace and mercy are 
always with us. 

The first unit of our study is titled 
“Beginning with Obedience.” Lesson 
1 is about God’s calling Moses to lead 
the people of Israel to freedom from 
slavery in Egypt. The task would prove 
to be difficult, but God promised to be 
with Moses through all the journey to 
the Promised Land. 

Lesson 2 concentrates on the insti-
tution of Passover, the most important 
celebration to be observed by Israel. 
Within the instructions for the celebra-
tion of Passover, we see the foreshad-
owing of our Saviour, who was our 
sacrificial Passover Lamb. 

Israel is God’s covenant people of 
the Old Testament. He promised to be 
their God, and they would be His peo-
ple as long they obeyed Him in love. 
Lesson 3 covers the covenant made 
between God and His people. 

Obedience in worship is the top-
ic for the second unit of our study. 
Lesson 4 begins the unit with a fo-
cus on respecting God in how He is 
worshipped. All who worship God 
must do so with hearts cleansed and 
prepared. We must examine ourselves 
and worship God in obedience to His 
Word. 

Lesson 5 addresses the first four 
of the Ten Commandments. Those 
commandments concern Israel’s re-
lationship with God. All God’s people 
must not allow anything or anyone 
to take a dominant place over Him in 
their lives. 

God gave Moses clear and compre-
hensive instructions for building the 
tabernacle. Lesson 6 highlights the 
setting up of that place of worship,  
which prefigured our worship of the 
Lord in spirit and in truth (4:24). 
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Israel’s annual Day of Atonement is 
the focus of lesson 7. Sacrifices were 
made for the whole nation of Israel. The 
ceremonious day clearly pointed to 
Christ’s perfect sacrifice for mankind’s 
sin problem. 

God gave Moses specific instruc-
tions about the types of offerings that 
would be acceptable to Him. Lesson 
8 reminds all believers that heartfelt 
worship is a top priority. 

Festivals and feasts were estab-
lished to worship and praise God for 
His providential care of His people. 
Lesson 9 reminds us all that God pro-
vides for every need we have in every 
aspect of our lives. 

God has always desired that His 
people be upright members of soci-
ety. When His people live rightly, their 
obedience to Him and their righteous 
living can testify to the existence  
and goodness of God. Their exam-
ples can draw people to salvation 
in Him. 

Unit III directs our attention to 
obeying God’s commandments that 
deal with the relationships between 
those He created. God has called His 
people to take up the cause of those 
who have less and are mistreated by 
the rest of society. Our lives can be 
testimonies of God’s love and com-
passion. 

Lesson 10 teaches that the hall-
marks of God’s people should be 
truth, justice, and hospitality. There are 
needy people in the world, and those 
who are the redeemed are equipped to 
be used by God to offer physical and 
spiritual help. 

Lesson 11 is a study on the day of 
rest that God commanded Israel to 
observe every seventh day of each 
week. The Sabbath Day was time off 
from toil to recall the goodness of 
God and worship Him for all that He is 
and all that He had done for His peo-
ple. That truth is not solely for Israel. 
We all benefit from a day of rest and 

from daily worship of our God. 
Lesson 12 continues the focus on 

how we, as God’s children, need to 
act properly as citizens in this world. 
No one who trusts in God as Lord and 
Saviour should practice evil among 
neighbors, whether it is in business 
or socially. Wicked acts of unfairness 
go against who God is and are not 
testaments of His holiness and com-
passion.   

The last lesson of the quarter fo-
cuses on joyfully celebrating the 
Lord. God had proven Himself faithful 
to Israel. He did all that He said He 
would do. They had much they could 
celebrate. That is also true for every 
believer today. He has done great 
things for us and has proven Himself 
to be all-sufficient for all our needs. 

Consider all that the Lord has done 
for those who have put their trust in Je-
sus as Saviour. When we learn to obey 
the Lord, we honor Him. The honor and 
worship that is given to God shines out 
to those in the world who do not know 
Him as Saviour and brings Him glory.
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LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Scripture Lesson Text
EXOD. 3:1 Now Moses kept the 

fl ock of Jethro his father in law, the 
priest of Midian: and he led the fl ock 
to the backside of the desert, and 
came to the mountain of God, even 
to Horeb.

2 And the angel of the LORD ap-
peared unto him in a fl ame of fi re 
out of the midst of a bush: and 
he looked, and, behold, the bush 
burned with fi re, and the bush was 
not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burnt.

4 And when the LORD saw that 
he turned aside to see, God called 
unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Here am I.

5 And he said, Draw not nigh 
hither: put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the 
God of thy father, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his 
face; for he was afraid to look 
upon God.

7 And the LoRD said, I have sure-
ly seen the affl iction of my people 

which are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry by reason of their taskmas-
ters; for I know their sorrows;

8 And I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land and a 
large, unto a land fl owing with milk 
and honey; unto the place of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and 
the Amorites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry 
of the children of Israel is come unto 
me: and I have also seen the op-
pression wherewith the Egyptians 
oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I 
will send thee unto Pharaoh, that 
thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Israel out of Egypt.

11 And Moses said unto God, 
Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring 
forth the children of Israel out of 
Egypt?

12 And he said, Certainly I will 
be with thee; and this shall be a 
token unto thee, that I have sent 
thee: When thou hast brought forth 
the people out of Egypt, ye shall 
serve God upon this mountain.

NOTES
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Lesson Exposition
God uses His people in a variety of 

ways to achieve His special purposes. 
This is illustrated throughout the Scrip-
tures. Moses was selected by the Lord 
to fulfill a particular mission respecting 
the people of Israel. God called Moses 
while he was engaged in the menial 
task of being a shepherd in a desert 
wilderness. He called this shepherd to 
deliver Israel from the throes of slavery 
in Egypt. God used Moses not only to 
deliver Israel from slavery but also to 
bring her to the abundant benefits of 
the Land of Promise. 

GOD’S SPECIAL REVELATION— 
Exod. 3:1-6 

The setting (Exod. 3:1). Moses’ 
occupation during his years of living 
in the desert was caring for the flock 
of his father-in-law, Jethro. Jethro is a 
second name for Reuel (2:16,18). Mo-
ses had been given Jethro’s daughter 
Zipporah in marriage (vs. 21). Jethro 
was a priest of Midian, although we are 
told neither the name of his religion nor 
the identity of his god. 

For the last forty years of his life, Mo-
ses had been occupied as a shepherd 
in the desert. He was eighty years of 

age, since he had spent forty years in 
the courts of the pharaoh of Egypt prior 
to his forty years of shepherding (Acts 
7:23, 29-30). 

Moses led his flock in search of pas-
turage near Mount Horeb (Exod. 3:1). 
Horeb is another name for Mount Sinai 
(Exod. 19:10-11; Deut. 4:10). Actually, 
Horeb may be the name of the moun-
tain range in which Mount Sinai was 
situated. The reference to Horeb as the 
mountain of God is due probably to the 
events that took place there later when 
God gave Moses the law of the people 
of Israel (Exod. 19:20; 24:12). Moses 
was tending sheep at a location that 
would become very important in the 
history of Israel. 

The burning bush (Exod. 3:2-3). 
Moses came to Horeb in God’s provi-
dence, for it was there that he encoun-
tered the Lord. Moses had an experi-
ence with the Lord that changed the 
course of his life. The Lord appeared 
to him in a unique and miraculous 
manner. 

The Angel of the Lord spoke to  
Moses from the middle of a burning, 
desert bush. This was an extraor-
dinary scene, and this was not an 

Lesson 1

Obedience in Leadership
Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:1-9; Judges 6:11-16; I Samuel 15:10-26; 
I Chronicles 17:1-14; John 17:1-5

TIME: 1445 B.C. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Israel out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10).


