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Since you are using the Home Study 
quarterly, it may be that you are, of 
whatever necessity, not involved in an 
ordinary church. So why are we study-
ing these two units, “Instructions to 
a Troubled Church” and “Encourage-
ment from a Tested Servant”? Because 
they have such wonderful application 
to each of us personally as well. You 
may have had experiences with the 
matters addressed or have heard of the 
diffi culties others have experienced and 
would urgently love to get some biblical 
answers to refresh your mind and pre-
pare you for the future. 

We will explore a scriptural approach 
to divisions between Christian mem-
bers of a church or other group in lesson 
1. We can have different opinions about 
some things, especially in procedural 
matters, but we need to believe and un-
derstand the Word and sound doctrine 
and reach unity and harmony on major 
doctrinal points. There is strength in 
being biblically joined in mind and heart 
on essential facts, ideas, and themes. 
Lesson 2 speaks of true spiritual wis-
dom. With all the widely differing opin-
ions afl oat today, it is so great to know 
that God in His wisdom has put down in 
writing wisdom for us to follow.

Lesson 3 is especially important since 
it speaks about Christ being our only 
foundation for faith and practice in any 
and every life situation. If we start with 
the basics of the teaching of the Lord 
Jesus, we can start on the right path 
and stay on it. Then we can study and 

apply the Spirit-led writing of Paul and 
others in the Word as well. We learn that 
we are all members of the Lord Jesus 
Christ through faith in Him in lesson 4. 
Our very bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, and this can make our everyday 
life a praise to God and a sacred call-
ing of surrender to Him and His Word. 
We can use our bodies, thoughts, and 
experiences to honor Him in obedience 
and in submission to His will.

By lesson 5, we are seeing a transition 
to the ways this knowledge affects our 
daily walk and our relationship to fellow 
believers. We must have concern for our 
weaker brothers and sisters in Christ. We 
want to build them up and encourage 
them in faith. We want to live so that we 
do not offend them but strengthen them. 
Since we bear no neutral infl uence, we 
must be careful to be a blessing and 
support to the weaker among us.

The Lord’s Supper, discussed in les-
son 6, reminds us that remembering the 
Lord Jesus as we take communion is a 
testimony that we believe He died for 
our sins, was buried, and rose again the 
third day as the Scriptures declare. His 
resurrection is proof that God the Father 
was satisfi ed with the sacrifi ce of the 
Lord Jesus on the cross. We honor Him 
and His marvelous work of grace for 
us in this simple observance. Lesson 
7 considers that His many appearanc-
es after His resurrection and then His 
ascension into heaven were witnessed 
by those who had known Him for years. 
We have  records that are accurate 
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historically and are secured by divine 
revelation in our Bible. This is a great 
comfort and strength to every believer. 
He who raised the Lord Jesus from the 
dead will also raise us at the proper time.

Beginning with lesson 8, we move 
into the strong unit titled “Encourage-
ment from a Tested Servant.” For many 
years, the apostle Paul had lived and 
taught for the Lord. He had faced the 
many discouraging experiences and 
had emerged victorious over them. 
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
he gives us the benefit and instruction 
of those momentous experiences. We 
can receive great encouragement and 
instruction from these passages.

In lesson 9, we learn of the glory of 
the new covenant. Our God is a cove-
nant-making and a covenant-keeping 
God. The old covenant God gave His 
people through Moses was glorious, 
but the new covenant is far more glo-
rious. The old covenant is still useful to 
teach us the sovereignty and majesty 
of God. We see His beautiful, forgiving 
character and gracious ways. The new 
covenant fulfills many of the prophecies 
of the old and instructs us further in the 
way He wants us to live. It includes all 
that God graciously gives us. It is seen 
in the earthly life and ministry of the Lord 
Jesus and His current ministry to us 
through the indwelling Holy Spirit. We 
also learn of His present intercession for 
us at the throne of God.

In lesson 10, we revel in the eternal 
heavenly dwelling He has prepared for 
us when we leave this earth and go to 
be with the Lord. Since we have the 
indwelling Holy Spirit now, God within 
us, and will have a glorified body and 
a dwelling place in heaven, we will 
have complete and total victory and 
security in the continuing presence of 
God. In lesson 11, we learn that Christ 
has made us ambassadors for Him. We 
represent Him to the unsaved world. 
This is not a choice we make but one 
He has made. As His ambassadors, we 

are called to represent Him with all the 
dignity and honor He deserves as the 
Most High God. It is an overwhelming 
job and a magnificent opportunity. 

To enable and empower us, He has 
given us spiritual weapons, which are 
detailed in lesson 12. We are not to 
use the methods and strategies of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil; we 
are to use those entrusted to us by 
the Holy Spirit. The shield of faith and 
the sword of the Spirit are paramount 
among these weapons. 

In lesson 13, we study Paul’s thorn 
in the flesh. Despite Paul’s experience 
and study of the Scriptures and his 
vast experience in walking with the 
Lord, even he had huge difficulties in 
life. We can take courage and instruc-
tion from the way Paul was victorious 
and glorified God through his faith-
fulness and reliance on the Lord. Our 
weaknesses can be like Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh. We can complain about them 
or we can take them to the Lord and 
see whether He gives us a way to han-
dle them and learn how His strength is 
perfected in weakness. 
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NOTES

LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

I COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be 
an apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on 
your behalf, for the grace of God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are  
enriched by him, in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no 
gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren,  
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly  
joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto 
me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one 
of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of 
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of 
Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul cru-
cified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the house-
hold of Stephanas: besides, I know 
not whether I baptized any other.
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Lesson Exposition
This quarter, we are studying the ex-

citing subject of training for the Chris-
tian life. No subject is more needed 
today. 

In the first unit, “Instructions to a 
Troubled Church,” remember that the 
problem that is discussed and the 
solution presented deal with individu-
als, common people in the church, not 
a formal institution. 

We as individual Christians must 
eagerly receive this instruction and 
enthusiastically obey the Scriptures! 
Doing so, we will become part of 
the solution rather than part of the 
problem. We can decide this before 
a situation arises. This decision will 
open our hearts to respond to the 
Scriptures. To wait until we are in a 
bad situation before we look for an-
swers is to invite disaster.

PAUL’S GREETING— 
I Cor. 1:1-3

Paul’s authority established (vs. 
1). Paul identified himself as an apos-
tle of Jesus Christ, someone sent with 
a message “through the will of God.” 
It was not Paul’s idea or decision to 

be an apostle; he was called and sent 
by God. The authority with which he 
wrote and spoke was not his own but 
God’s. The titles we give our leaders 
or ourselves are not important; it is 
what God calls us to be and do that 
count.

Paul wrote God’s church in 
Corinth (vss. 2-3). We may say it 
is our church, the meeting of be-
lievers that we attend, but it is not 
our church but God’s. Like the Co-
rinthian church, it is a gathering of 
“sanctified” people set apart in Christ 
to be saints (holy ones) along with 
everyone everywhere who calls on or 
worships the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

As God’s called saints, we are set 
apart from the world to the Lord Jesus 
as His people. We are set apart from 
the ways and sins of the world to walk 
in a new life, doing what is right in 
God’s sight and loving people since 
He loves them. 

We are no longer citizens of this 
world, “for our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” 

Divisions in Corinth
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 1:1-16 

Related Scriptures: I Corinthians 10:31-33; I Corinthians 12:1-31

TIME: a.d. 55 PLACE: from Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 
1:10).


