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EDITORIAL

The Gospel’s Foundation, Declaration, 
 and Implications

Thomas R. ChmuRa

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

Every theory, ideology, and phi-
losophy has a pivotal message that 
summarizes its principles and beliefs. 
Christianity has that foundational mes-
sage, and it is the gospel. The good 
news is that Jesus Christ died for our 
sins, was buried, and triumphantly 
rose again. For anyone who believes 
the gospel, there is no condemnation.

This quarter’s lessons concentrate 
on the gospel. All the lessons are taken 
from the book of Romans. In this pro-
found book, Paul declared how God 
can view man as righteous and how 
man can live his life to the glory of God. 

This quarter’s first unit of study is 
devoted to laying the groundwork of 
the gospel. In the first lesson, we are 
introduced to the apostle Paul and his 
desire to visit Rome and its communi-
ty of believers. In addition to learning 
about Paul’s heart for fellowship, we 
also discover Paul’s passion for shar-
ing the gospel. 

In lesson 2, we are confronted with 
God’s wrath against mankind. In this 
lesson text, we gain knowledge of how 
sinful mankind is and how people are  
without excuse for their separation from 
the Creator. We explore the truth that 
God has given sinners over to degrad-
ed passions and depraved minds. We 
examine the moral vices of sinful man.

Lesson 3 concludes the first unit 
of study. In this text, Paul boldly ad-
vanced his argument that both Jews 
and Gentiles stand guilty before God. 

Paul declared the law’s failure to pro-
vide sinful mankind with the spiritual 
antidote to their sinful condition—righ-
teousness. It was against this hopeless 
background that Paul prepared his 
readers for his presentation of the need 
for the good news.

This quarter’s second unit concen-
trates on the proclamation of the good 
news. In lesson 4, Paul revealed the 
only way to obtain a right standing 
before God. It is the way of faith in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. 

The apostle Paul clearly revealed 
that sinful man does not possess any 
inherent quality or ability to attain God’s 
righteousness by keeping God’s law. 
Sinful mankind’s salvation is entirely the 
eternal gift of a sovereign God.

In lesson 5, we experience the joy of 
Easter and Jesus’ bodily resurrection 
from the grave. We revisit the account 
of Abraham’s faith in God’s promise 
concerning countless descendants 
and learn how his faith has implications 
for our lives today. The lesson text con-
cludes with Luke’s depiction of the res-
urrection and how it impacted the lives 
of those who visited the empty tomb. 

Lesson 6 concentrates on justifi-
cation by faith. We investigate the 
practical outcomes of this doctrine. We 
learn how peace with God results in the 
believer’s possession of God’s righ-
teousness. We also learn that Jesus’ 
sacrificial death produced a spiritual 
reunion between God and sinful man 
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that results in joy.
Lesson 7 concludes this quarter’s 

second unit. Paul emphasized how the 
principles of spiritual life impacted the 
Roman believers. Using the symbol of 
baptism, Paul built an argument that 
believers are dead to sin and alive in 
Jesus Christ. As a result, sin’s domin-
ion is canceled, and Jesus’ vibrant, 
risen life dominates believers. 

Lessons 8 through 13 comprise this 
quarter’s third unit, titled “The Impli-
cations of the Gospel.” We investigate 
several profound but practical implica-
tions of the gospel message. Lesson 8 
concentrates on the emotional impli-
cation of the gospel. In this text, Paul 
revealed the longings of God’s creation 
for redemption’s completion. The text 
concludes with Paul’s emphasis on the 
ministry of God’s Holy Spirit. 

Lesson 9 concentrates on the results 
of the gospel message. In this text of 
victory and security, Paul encouraged 
his readers to face every challenge 
with the knowledge that they are more 
than conquerors through the Lord Je-
sus Christ. The incentives for true be-
lievers to fully engage life’s challenges 
are the good character of God, the 
reality that nothing has the ability to 
produce separation, and God’s abiding 
love for His children.

Lesson 10 tackles the theological 
implications of the gospel. Paul re-
vealed his spiritual understanding of 
the oft-debated theological issue of 
God’s election. Using Old Testament 
quotations, Paul boldly proclaimed 
God’s sovereign character. He con-
cluded his discussion with an appro-
priate metaphor.

Lesson 11 presents the eternal im-
plications of the gospel. In this lesson 
text, the apostle Paul revealed his 
heartfelt desire for the salvation of his 
Jewish contemporaries. 

Paul continued by persuasively de-
claring the futility of achieving righ-
teousness according to the law. Finally, 

Paul contrasted that futility with the only 
requirement of eternal salvation—faith 
that originates in the heart, expressed 
through verbal confession.

In lesson 12, Paul presented the di-
vine implication of the gospel—the lord-
ship of Jesus Christ. Paul realized the 
gospel transcends all racial barriers. 
This is possible because Jesus Christ 
is Lord of every created being. 

Jesus’ lordship over the gospel and 
all His creatures invalidates any man-
made excuse concerning man’s eter-
nal destiny. In fact, Paul firmly believed 
man’s excuses were futile. 

Lesson 13 concludes the quarter. 
In this lesson text, Paul presented the 
personal implications of the gospel. He 
reminded his readers of his calling as a 
minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Paul proceeded to engage in hum-
ble boasting of how Jesus had called 
him to preach His gospel. As his 
thoughts moved toward his converts, 
he stressed the need to share their 
financial abundance with those who 
lacked. He revealed his longing to fel-
lowship with fellow believers.

My hope is that through these lessons 
you will be challenged and encouraged 
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to those who do not believe. Although 
this divine calling presents difficulties, 
the spiritual rewards are incomparable.
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NOTES

ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have a 
prosperous journey by the will of God 
to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spir-
itual gift, to the end ye may be 
established;

12 That is, that I may be comfort-
ed together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you 
ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes 

I purposed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even 
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, 
and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.

LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Lesson Exposition
In approximately a.d. 57 during his 

third missionary journey, the apostle 
Paul wrote the book of Romans from 
the city of Corinth to believers he had 
never met and who lived in a city to 
which Paul had never traveled. Paul 
wrote to both Jewish and Gentile fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ who, culturally 
speaking, were experiencing a time 
of relative peace. Spiritually speaking, 
Paul sensed these diverse followers of 
the Lord required a strong, foundational 
treatise concerning the truth they had 
believed in and by which they lived. 

As we begin this quarter’s first unit of 
study, lesson 1 presents us with an inti-
mate insight into Paul’s heartfelt longing 
to connect with the Roman believers. 
Moreover, this lesson introduces us to 
Paul’s unashamed commitment to and 
faith in the message of the gospel.

PAUL’S UNRELENTING DESIRE 
FOR THE ROMANS—Rom. 1:8-13

Paul’s devoted heart of thankful-
ness and prayer (Rom. 1: 8-10). Fol-
lowing a short but concentrated in-
troduction to his epistle (vss. 1-7), the 

apostle Paul revealed how thankful he 
was for the Roman believers. Paul’s 
fundamental spirit of thanksgiving 
was directed toward God the Father 
through the Son, Jesus Christ, who is 
the Mediator between human beings 
and God (I Tim. 2:5; cf. Eph. 5:20; Heb. 
13:15). Paul’s devoted heart of thanks 
was the result of the Roman believers’ 
faith, which was publicly made known 
throughout the Roman Empire where 
Christian churches were established 
(“the whole world,” [Rom. 1:8]).

Since Paul had never met the  
Roman believers, he used language 
befitting an oath to confirm his thank-
ful spirit. Paul stated that he was 
obediently devoted to God the Father 
through the preaching of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. As a result, Paul confi-
dently confessed God as his witness 
to the truth of his unceasing ministry 
of prayer for the Roman believers.

Paul’s perpetual prayers had a spe-
cific goal. Paul had an unrelenting, 
godly desire to meet his readers. He 
wanted the Roman believers to know 
that his desire was not carnal but in full 
accord with God’s will for his life. 

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17 

Related Scriptures: I Thessalonians 1:1-4; I Corinthians 1:18-24;  
Galatians 3:10-14

TIME: a.d. 56 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16).


