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NOTES

DEUT. 18:9 When thou art come 
into the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to 
do after the abominations of those 
nations.

10 There shall not be found 
among you any one that maketh 
his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire, or that useth divi-
nation, or an observer of times, or 
an enchanter, or a witch,

11 Or a charmer, or a consulter 
with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer.

12 For all that do these things 
are an abomination unto the Lord: 
and because of these abomina-
tions the Lord thy God doth drive 
them out from before thee.

13 Thou shalt be perfect with the 
Lord thy God.

14 For these nations, which 
thou shalt possess, hearkened 
unto observers of  times, and unto 
diviners: but as for thee, the Lord 
thy God hath not suffered thee so 
to do.

15 The Lord thy God will raise up 
unto thee a Prophet from the midst 
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto him ye shall hearken;

16 According to all that thou 
desiredst of the Lord thy God in 
Horeb in the day of the assembly, 

saying, Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Lord my God, neither 
let me see this great fire any more, 
that I die not.

17 And the Lord said unto me, 
They have well spoken that which 
they have spoken.

18 I will raise them up a Proph-
et from among their brethren, like 
unto thee, and will put my words 
in his mouth; and he shall speak 
unto them all that I shall com mand 
him.

19 And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever will not hearken unto my 
words which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him.

20 But the prophet, which shall 
presume to speak a word in my 
name, which I have not com-
manded him to speak, or that shall 
speak in the name of other gods, 
even that prophet shall die.

21 And if thou say in thine heart, 
How shall we know the word which 
the Lord hath not spoken?

22 When a prophet speaketh in 
the name of the Lord, if the thing 
follow not, nor come to pass, that 
is the thing which the Lord hath 
not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken it presumptuously: thou 
shalt not be afraid of him.
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Lesson Exposition
Moses was probably the most re-

markable national leader in human 
history. He was born a slave in Egypt 
and raised as the adopted son of an 
Egyptian woman whose father was 
Pharaoh, the supreme ruler of the land. 
Moses was trained in all the accumu-
lated knowledge and wisdom of that 
rich and powerful nation. Although he 
was doubtless steeped in all the false 
religions of a polytheistic society, Mo-
ses eventually became the spiritual, 
military, and political leader of arguably 
the most fiercely monotheistic nation 
of all time.

God revealed the Creation account 
to Moses and allowed him to write it 
in the book of Genesis. Moses led 
his people through their miraculous 
delivery from slavery in Egypt and 
into the Land of Promise. With God’s 
direction, Moses delivered the Ten 
Commandments to his people, the 
prescribed forms of worship, the first 
five books of the Bible, and the en-
tire religious and societal structures 
of the Jews. Through the power of 
God, Moses performed spectacular 
miracles such as the parting of the 
Red Sea. As a prophet, he had no 

equal up to his time, and yet God 
told him that He would later raise up 
a Prophet like Moses from among the 
people. This is the focus of our lesson 
passage today.

AVOIDING FALSE PROPHETS—
Deut. 18:9-14

Everyone wants to know the future, 
from the farmer who wants to know 
what type of crop he should plant, 
when to plant it, and what kind of 
weather to anticipate to the financial 
person who wants to know the market 
values of the future. Advance knowl-
edge of what matters most in people’s 
lives has driven them to try to find 
answers through all kinds of methods 
and means. However, God expects 
His people who believe in Him to listen 
only to His words through His prophets 
and to shun any other means of pre-
dicting situations and events. His peo-
ple are to believe Him and trust Him for 
the future things that He chooses not 
to specifically reveal.

Do not follow abominable prac-
tices (Deut. 18:9-12). God specially 
instructed His people not to follow 
the detestable ways of the nations 

A Prophet like Moses
Lesson Text: Deuteronomy 18:9-22

Related Scriptures: John 1:43-46; Acts 3:22-26; 
Hebrews 3:1-6; Jeremiah 28:1-9

TIME: 1405 b.c. PLACE: plains of Moab

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, 
and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall com-
mand him” (Deuteronomy 18:18).


