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A Good Job
by Linda L. Bell

JAMES took a bite of pizza.
 “It would be a lot easier to fill this 

out online,” James said as he wrote 
his name at the top of the job appli-
cation.

“Why don’t you do it online then?” 
his sister, Dawn, said. 

James jumped and then exclaimed 
in dismay as some pizza sauce 
plopped onto the job application. 

“Look what you made me do!” he 
said. 

“I’m not the one who made the 
choice to fill out an application while 
eating lunch,” Dawn said. 

“I was doing fine until you sur-
prised me,” James said as he rubbed 
the application with a paper towel. 

“Sorry, but I really don’t think this 
is my fault. You’ll probably have to 
go to the hardware store and get an-
other application,” Dawn said. 

James groaned in frustration as 
Dawn left the house to go to her 
part-time job at a nearby shopping 
center. He took the application to his 

father’s office to make a copy. 
The new copy showed 

the greasy spot, but James 
thought that at least it did 
not feel greasy. There was no 
way he was going to embar-
rass himself by going back to 
Heyer Hardware to ask Marci 
Heyer for another application. 

James left the application on 
his father’s desk while he went 

to the kitchen to finish his pizza. 
As he ate, James thought about 

Marci Heyer. She had been a year 
ahead of him in school and was very 
friendly to everyone.

 James smiled as he thought 
how great it would be to work at 
the same store as Marci Heyer. He 
had heard that Marci wanted to 
manage the hardware store for her 
father someday. James wondered 
whether she would consider dating 
him. At eighteen, he was only a year 
younger than her. 

James thought the application re-
quired a lot of information for a part-
time job. When he got to the last 
section, references, he paused, won-
dering whose name he should give.

He had done some farm work for 
his uncle, but the application said 
not to list relatives. 

He thought of Mrs. Barrows, his 
English teacher, who had written ref-
erence letters for his college appli-
cations. 
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As he realized he only had a few 
minutes before he was supposed 
to meet some friends for a game 
of basketball, James hastily wrote, 
“Provided upon request” across the 
references section. 

As he drove to the hardware store 
later, he hoped that Marci would 
be the one to take his application. 
Maybe she would remind her dad 
that James was a Christian who 
attended their church. Surely that 
would encourage Marci’s dad to 
hire him.

James asked the Lord to help him 
get the job at the hardware store. 

An older woman was at the count-
er when James walked into the 
store. As she greeted him and saw 
the application, she said, “Another 
possible replacement for me!” 

James was rather surprised and 
asked the woman, “Are you leaving?” 

“I’m retiring after working here 
twenty years. Tom Heyer has been a 
great boss,” she said.

“That’s good to know. I go to the 
same church as the Heyer family,” 
James said as he looked around the 
store for Marci in vain. 

“Then they already know you,” the 
woman said.
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Then she leaned closer to James 
and whispered, “Marci left a few 
minutes ago on an errand for her 
dad. She won’t be back until it’s al-
most time to close today.” 

James felt his face growing warm 
as he backed toward the door.

“Thank you. Enjoy your retire-
ment,” he said. 

The days passed quickly, and 
James heard nothing from Heyer 
Hardware. He was already begin-
ning to feel a little perturbed about it 
when his friend Zack told him he had 
been called for an interview. 

“Maybe they’re just starting inter-
views then. Hopefully I’ll get a call 
too,” James said. 

He checked his phone several 
times that evening, thinking he might 
have missed a call. Zack also attend-
ed their church, and James thought 
surely Mr. Heyer would interview both 
of them. He and Zack were good 
friends, but Zack was shy and quiet 
around strangers. James felt he was 
more suited to the open position. 

“Mr. Heyer told me he has two 
more interviews, and then he will 
choose someone. He said he will 
let everyone who interviewed know 
once they have hired someone,” 
Zack said the next day. 

“I can’t believe he didn’t call me 
for an interview!” James said. 

“He might call yet,” Zack said. 
“No, I think he would have called 

by now,” James said. “You didn’t 
happen to mention me, or Mr. Heyer 
didn’t happen to mention me during 
your interview, did he?” James asked. 

“Well, no,” Zack said. 
James noticed his friend’s face 

was red and that he looked a little 
upset. He felt a little foolish. He knew 
Zack had been looking for a part-
time job for quite some time. 


