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Dear Beginner Teacher,
In the cold dreariness of winter, it is good to remember the triumph Jesus
won for us: salvation from sin and death. This quarter’s lessons are about the
triumphs of Jesus, from His birth to His resurrection.
Lesson 1 starts with Mary anointing Jesus’ feet. Mary taught us that loving
Christ is the most important part of our lives, even though it might not make
sense at times.
A passage from Isaiah sheds light on lesson 2, when we contrast what the
Jews thought a king should be and why Jesus is the ultimate king.
On the Sunday before Christmas, we will learn the reason for Jesus’ birth and
what that means for us (lesson 3).
When Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, He set an example not only for them
but also for His followers today (lesson 4).
“Coexistence” and “tolerance” are popular words today, but Jesus tells us
only He has the truth (lesson 5). Only He can save us from our sin and reconcile
us to the Father in heaven.
Relationships take time and effort, and the same applies to our relationship
with Jesus (lesson 6). We need to stay close to Him.
In lesson 7, we learn that Jesus can provide peace because He conquered
death and overcame the world.
Jesus prayed in the garden for protection, wisdom, and courage for His disciples, and He still intercedes for us today (lesson 8).
When circumstances derail our lives, we can complain and fight the changes,
or we can trust in God’s never-changing love (lesson 9).
Peter made a mistake—three times—when he denied knowing Jesus in lesson 10. But Jesus forgave him and will forgive us our mistakes. We should not
keep silent about that grace.
With the world telling us lies and half-truths, we need to make sure we listen
to Jesus (lesson 11).
On the cross, Jesus demonstrated His great love for us through great suffering
(lesson 12).
After the resurrection, Jesus spent time with His friends (lesson 13). He wants
to be our Friend too.
Teacher, these lessons are for us, but they are not about us. They are about
Jesus and His triumph. They show us what Jesus accomplished, which we
could never do for ourselves. Jesus fulfilled everything that needed to be done.
That is why we can live with triumph.
Sincerely,
Jess Lehman
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TEACHING AIDS
We Cannot Triumph
Winter does not usually inspire us
with feelings of triumph. This chilly
season means we wear layers of
sweaters, dig vehicles out of deep
snow, and get cabin fever from being
stuck indoors. There is nothing we can
do about the weather.
There is nothing we can do about our
sin either. We can try to cover it up and
hide it. We can try to work our way out
of the hole with good deeds. But all that
trying and failing will only frustrate us.
Yes, winter and triumph do have a
connection. Because of what Jesus
did—because of His triumph—we can
have triumph over sin. Read the first
verse and the refrain of the hymn “Victory in Jesus” (Bartlett):
I heard an old, old story,
How a Savior came from glory,
How He gave His life on Calvary
To save a wretch like me.
I heard about His groaning,
Of His precious blood’s atoning,
Then I repented of my sins
And won the victory.
O victory in Jesus,
My Savior, forever!
He sought me and bo’t me
With His redeeming blood.
He loved me ere I knew Him,
And all my love is due Him.
He plunged me to victory
Beneath the cleansing flood.
If we have victory in Jesus, why do
we so often let the chilliness of life’s
problems make us cold? Why do we
still struggle with sin? Why do we keep
trying to fix things ourselves?
Sin still exists, even for Christians. If
we have repented of our sin nature and
turned to follow Jesus, He has forgiven
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us; we do not need to do anything else
to gain His favor. However, it is the process of becoming more like our Saviour
that can trip us up. We are not God, so
we will mess up. But remember, even
when you feel like a failure, Jesus already came and won the victory.
Another reason spiritual triumph is
hard is because it is spiritual. We cannot see it with our physical eyes or
hear it with our physical ears. We can,
however, hear Skylar warming up for
another tantrum and see Jaime ripping
the toy out of Ann’s hands. It seems
easier to fix these problems with a
stern look or a firm voice.
But the problems we experience
on earth are also spiritual problems.
A physical solution does help, at least
temporarily, but only spiritual solutions
can solve spiritual problems.
Pray that Skylar would learn of God’s
patience toward her and start to exhibit
that patience in her own life. Pray that
Jaime would experience the kindness
of God and desire to share that kindness with others. Pray that Ann would
receive the forgiveness of God and extend that forgiveness to others.
The children in your class may not
yet understand what Jesus’ ultimate
triumph means for them. Your classroom may be the first place they hear
about their need for victory in Jesus.
So tell them the story of Jesus’ love
and grace. Tell them of His triumph over
sin and death. Tell them about the truth.
But remember to pray. Pray for spiritual victories. Pray for closeness as you
grow in your relationship with Christ.
And pray that each of your students will
let Jesus win the victory in their lives.
Only our victorious King can triumph.
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LESSON 1

DECEMBER 5, 2021

Puzzling
Promises
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:1821; John 12:1-8

An angel explained God’s plan to
Joseph in a dream.

GOLDEN TEXT—“Wheresoever
this gospel shall be preached in
the whole world, there shall also
this, that this woman hath done,
be told” (Matthew 26:13).

Scripture Lesson Text
MATTHEW 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus
Christ was on this wise: When as his mother
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they
came together, she was found with child of
the Holy Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, being
a just man, and not willing to make her a
publick example, was minded to put her
away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins.
JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where
Lazarus was which had been dead, whom
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he raised from the dead.
2 There they made him a supper; and
Martha served: but Lazarus was one of
them that sat at the table with him.
3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet
of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and
the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.
4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should betray
him,
5 Why was not this ointment sold for
three hundred pence, and given to the poor?
6 This he said, not that he cared for the
poor; but because he was a thief, and had
the bag, and bare what was put therein.
7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against
the day of my burying hath she kept this.
8 For the poor always ye have with
you; but me ye have not always.
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THOUGHTS FOR TEACHERS
AIM: to show that loving Jesus is the
most important thing you could
ever do.
I wonder what the angels thought as
they watched God’s plan for salvation
unfold.
“You cannot go to big, bad earth as
a helpless baby,” they might have said.
“You will never survive—no offense.”
Or maybe as Jesus died on the
cross, they said, “Excuse us, but how
is getting Yourself killed going to save
people from dying?”
But maybe the angels understood
God’s plan all along. Maybe it is only
humans who think God does irrational
things. Maybe it is only I who cannot
wrap my head around this kind of love.
And God, who loves us, also wants
us to love Him. But love can come at
a cost.
Receiving God’s love and giving
Him ours can cost us our reputations,
our money, our families, and our possessions.
What do you think Joseph’s family said? “Are you so desperate to get
married that you will take a girl who was
unfaithful to you even before marriage?”
What about the other eleven disciples, who did not know of Judas’s
ulterior motive for criticizing Mary of
Bethany’s actions? “Jesus has no
place to lay His head and always tells
us to be kind to others, yet He accepts
this extravagant gift. Why has He
made us sacrifice so much?”
And then there was Mary, the sister
of Martha and Lazarus. The story of her
gift at the house of Simon the leper in
Bethany is told in three of the Gospels:
Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, and
John 12:1-8. There is a similar account
in Luke 7:37-39, but that one took place
in a Pharisee’s house in Galilee (The
MacArthur Study Bible, Thomas Nelson).
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Maybe this went through Mary’s
head: “This ointment cost nearly a
year’s wages. It would make sense to
save it for a dear relative’s burial. But
I love Jesus more than anything else,
so I will give it to Him while He is alive.”
As Mary anointed Jesus’ head and
feet, she probably had no idea how
much His love for her and the world
would cost Him—death.
Getting Ready
For Telling a Story, bring a bitesized brownie for each student (check
for allergies in the class before serving them).
For Telling the Lesson, spray perfume on a washcloth.
For Handwork, cut out a perfume-bottle shape from card stock
for each student. (You can trace an
upside down ping-pong paddle.) You
will need one for each student. Print
pictures relevant to the children’s
lives from the Internet or cut from
magazines (for example, churches,
Bibles, toys, and families). Bring glue
sticks.
For Action Time, each student
needs a completed Handwork.
Beginning Worship
Welcome to Sunday school, boys
and girls! For the next few months, we
are going to learn about Jesus and His
triumphant life. Do you know what “triumph” means? It means “victory” or
“win.”
We are going to learn how Jesus
fights sin for us and wins. In the Bible,
people thought this was just plain silly. But today we are going to see how
God can use silly things to win and be
triumphant.
Suggested Songs
“God’s Way” (Leslie)
“Baby Jesus” (page 4)
“I Do Believe, I Now Believe” (Leslie)

