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Dear Beginner Teacher,
The Bible contains many examples of courage. It tells about people of valor 

and how they were grounded in their faith in God. They acted courageously in a 
manner that reflected their faith, enabling them to take a stand for God.

Some of the stories this quarter will be familiar, and some may not be. It is 
possible that you may be unfamiliar with the people. I encourage you to take the 
time to study so that you can familiarize yourself with the lessons. Look at the 
lesson text and read the chapter before and after to learn background informa-
tion and to see what happens.

The first unit for this quarter focuses on acts of courage. Joshua, Gideon, 
Jonathan, and Elijah are names that are familiar to us. First Chronicles 19:13 ex-
horts, “Be of good courage, and let us behave ourselves valiantly for our people, 
and for the cities of our God: and let the Lord do that which is good in his sight.” 
These lessons focus on people whose valiant acts of courage were based on 
their willingness to follow God’s will. 

The second unit focuses on courage shown when facing threats. We will ex-
amine people in biblical history who followed God’s will even when they faced 
threats and persecution. Examples from our lessons include Abijah, Hezekiah, 
Nehemiah, Esther, Jeremiah, and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These 
heroes of the faith possessed resolve and strength to stand for the Lord. They 
asked God to help them, even when facing death.

The third unit focuses on those who had courage for Jesus. Familiar names 
like John the Baptist, Peter, John, and Paul are included among those who stood 
for Jesus, even when doing so meant imprisonment or death. Second Timothy 
3:12 says, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution.” Persecution was and is a reality. These men stood for their Saviour. 
The Holy Spirit empowered Peter, John, and Paul and gave them courage and 
strength to proclaim Jesus to all who would listen.

Throughout the quarter, beginners will be introduced to Jesus with oppor-
tunities to respond to Him personally. They will learn about the Holy Spirit and 
how He helps them. They will learn how to have courage in following God and 
in telling others about Jesus. I am praying for you to have a great and blessed 
quarter!

       Your friend,

       Susan Avery
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TEACHING AIDS

Questions and Answers 
For everyone, questions and answers 

are important. As a Sunday school 
teacher, you pass information to your 
students from a scripted lesson. This 
helps to keep you on track. But children 
will invariably have questions about  
things unfamiliar to them. Beginners ask 
hard questions as they seek to learn. 

Throughout the Bible, there is ev-
idence that a question-and-answer 
approach helps people come to know 
God. We can use examples from 
the Old Testament, including Abra-
ham (Gen. 15:8), Moses (Ex. 3:13), 
the psalmist (Pss. 10:1; 88:14), and 
Habakkuk (Hab. 1:3, 13; 2:1). They 
learned about God by asking ques-
tions and receiving His answers.

The New Testament is rich in ques-
tions and answers. In I Corinthians 7, 
Paul answers questions asked by the 
church, all the while posing questions 
of his own to make them think. There 
are many other examples, with Jesus’ 
teaching being the foremost. 

In Mark 4:10-11, Jesus approved of 
His disciples asking questions about 
the meaning of a parable to the point of 
telling them that they would be allowed 
to understand the truth about the king-
dom of God that was hidden within the 
parable. Of course, we cannot forget 
when Jesus instructed His disciples to 
“ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you” (Matt. 7:7).  

Jesus expected His students to 
search their minds and hearts for 
answers and then apply what they 
learned to their lives. At times, Jesus 
posed questions that prompted fur-
ther questions, all to facilitate commu-
nication for learning.

We should expect our students to 
think also. Teachers should be pre-
pared to ask questions and desire 
their students to ask questions also. 
The communication that ensues helps 
in determining whether children are 
grasping what is being taught.

There are some things to keep in 
mind. First, show interest to each child 
when he answers a question. Make 
eye contact and nod your head, be-
ing respectful. Discuss the answers if 
time allows. Keep everything positive. 
Find a way to gently redirect wrong 
answers to help students understand 
the right answer. 

Second, allow for a time for children 
to ask questions. Ask only one ques-
tion at a time. Be specific and build on 
the lesson. Find teachable moments. 
For example, during Handwork, take 
time to reinforce the lesson. Questions 
are not for assessment but are for 
helping students to retain what they 
have learned so that they can apply it 
to their lives. We want them to remem-
ber, understand, and apply.

Finally, make it fun. Ask who, what, 
where, when, and why. This is a fun way 
for students to engage with the lesson. 
Let them ask questions. Be prepared to 
answer questions they may have.

In Proverbs, we are told to cry after 
knowledge, lift our voices for under-
standing (questioning) and seek after 
it so that we can “find the knowledge 
of God” (2:2-5). I have prayed for you 
to encourage questions and answers 
as you teach. As children are prompt-
ed by the Holy Spirit, let us be ready to 
answer their questions, bringing them 
closer to salvation and spiritual growth 
in their walks with Jesus Christ.
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LESSON 1 JUNE 6, 2021

Joshua  
Commands 
the Sun to 
Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was 
no day like that before it or after 
it, that the Lord hearkened unto 
the voice of a man: for the Lord 
fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).

Scripture Lesson Text
JOSHUA 10:1 Now it came to pass, when 

Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem had heard how 
Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; 
as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants 
of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were 
among them;  

 2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon 
was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and 
because it was greater than Ai, and all the men 
thereof were mighty. 

 3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram 
king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, 
and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

 4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we 
may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with 
Joshua and with the children of Israel. 

 5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the 
king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themselves together, and went up, they 
and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, 
and made war against it. 

 6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua 
to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand 
from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and 
save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Am-
orites that dwell in the mountains are gathered 
together against us. 

 7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all 
the people of war with him, and all the mighty men 
of valour.

 8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear 
them not: for I have delivered them into thine 
hand; there shall not a man of them stand be-
fore thee.

 9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, 
and went up from Gilgal all night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited them before 
Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and chased them along the way that 
goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote them to Aze-
kah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before 
Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, 
that the Lord cast down great stones from heaven 
upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were 
more which died with hailstones than they whom the 
children of Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day 
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before 
the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of 
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and 
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, 
until the people had avenged themselves upon their 
enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So 
the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted 
not to go down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that before it or 
after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of 
a man: for the Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, 
unto the camp to Gilgal.

Joshua asked God to make the 
sun stand still so that Israel could win 
the battle.

© The Classic Bible Art Collection
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THOUGHTS FOR TEACHERS
AIM:  to show children that by prayer 

to and faith in God, they can 
have courage when they have 
problems.

The Lord instructed Joshua that Isra-
el needed to destroy all the cities in the 
Promised Land. After Jericho and Ai 
fell to Israel, the cities in the Promised 
Land were becoming nervous. Gibeon, 
along with three other cities, wanted to 
ensure that it was not next. Israel was 
tricked into making a covenant with 
men from these cities (Josh. 9:1-27). 

Joshua and his men did not pray 
and ask God whether they should en-
ter into the agreement with Gibeon. 
God would have surely shown Joshua 
that he was being tricked if he had tak-
en the matter to God in prayer. 

Five cities, including Jerusalem, made 
war against Gibeon. Joshua went to the 
Lord in prayer to ask for guidance. The 
Lord told him not to fear. Joshua knew 
he had to be strong and courageous 
and God would be with him (cf. 1:9). 

The lesson text records a time when 
God provided a mighty victory for Is-
rael. Huge hailstones fell from the sky 
and helped defeat the enemy. Josh-
ua, in sight of all, prayed to God and 
then commanded the sun and moon 
to stand still, and they did. God al-
lowed daylight to continue so that Isra-
el would have complete victory before 
the sun set. The Lord hearkened to the 
voice of a man. What a great man of 
faith Joshua was for God to listen to 
him and respond in such a mighty way!

As this lesson is being taught, bear in 
mind that beginners are not immune to 
problems in their lives. They may have 
fears, problems, or may be facing loss. 
They may not realize that they can pray 
for Jesus to help them. What encour-
agement for them that God hears and 
answers prayers.  

Getting Ready
For Telling a Story, assemble a sun 

on a stick (large sun cutout glued to 
a yardstick). This will also be used in 
Action Time where indicated. 

For Telling the Lesson, hang pictures 
around the room of the sun and the 
moon. These will be left up all quarter. 
Also, hang a cutout of praying hands 
on the wall near the sun and moon.

For Handwork, gather a full piece of 
dark blue and a half piece of light blue 
construction paper for each child. Pre-
pare cutouts for the sun (can be a cir-
cle or with rays) from yellow paper and 
the moon (can be a circle or crescent 
shaped) from light gray or white paper, 
making sure there are enough for each 
child to have a sun and moon. Ahead 
of time, make a little white card for 
each child. At the top, print, “The Sun 
and Moon Stood Still.” Below it, print, 
“Joshua 10:1-15.” Provide a sheet of 
white paper, glue sticks, safety scis-
sors, and crayons for each student. 
Assemble a sample craft beforehand.

Beginning Worship
Welcome, boys and girls! It is so 

good to see all of you here today. In 
our lesson today, we will learn about a 
time when Joshua was full of faith and 
courage. He prayed for God to make 
the sun and moon stand still. God an-
swered Joshua in a mighty way. Let us 
praise our mighty God! He answered 
Joshua, and He answers us! 

Suggested Songs
“God’s Way” (page 4)
“Faith Is Just Believing” (Liggett)
“God Is Good to Me” (Anonymous)

Prayer Time
Father, the Bible tells us
That You are ever near;
Courage comes by faith and prayer.
Thanks to You, we need not fear.

(Teacher, lead in prayer.) Dear Father, 
we thank You for the lessons we can 


