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Dear Beginner Teacher,
If you live in a part of the country that experiences winter’s icy blast, as I do, 

you may be looking forward to springtime. I certainly am! For me, spring brings 
not only milder weather but also a sense of renewal and refreshment. 

Whether you are a new teacher or have been teaching for many years, you 
may find yourself in need of spiritual renewal and refreshment as you prepare 
lessons for the young students. After all, the truths we present to beginners 
are usually among the simplest found in the Bible. Particularly as we study the 
apostle Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, we may find that we succumb to two 
temptations. The first is apathy; the second is what I call (for lack of a better 
term) “othering.” 

This quarter, we introduce beginners to some fundamental truths: We be-
long to Jesus. Jesus died on the cross to save us from our sins. Jesus is alive. 
Jesus is preparing a home for us in heaven. How easy it is to take such truths 
for granted! 

If a lesson about the Lord’s Supper or sharing the gospel does not pull your 
heartstrings, ask God to renew your amazement at His grace once again. Ask 
Him to help you see His work of redemption through the eyes of the beginners, 
for whom God’s truth is fresh and new. 

When we study the Corinthians, it is easy to think they are the only ones 
with issues. The Corinthians had problems! They put their own needs ahead 
of others’ needs. They allowed their differences to divide them. They argued. 
They took the Lord’s Supper with hardly a care. They sought the wisdom of 
their culture’s thinkers. They began to look more and more like their unbe-
lieving neighbors. How easily we might think of the Corinthians as “others.” 
“They are a troubled church. They are immature believers.” Yet as we prepare 
to teach the simple truths in ways beginners can understand, we see that the 
Corinthians are redeemed sinners who had forgotten some fundamental truths 
of the gospel. They were not too different from us.

As you prepare this quarter’s lessons, guard against apathy and “othering.” 
Ask God to renew your passion for the gospel. Ask Him to let His Word fall 
fresh on your own heart, revealing areas where you have begun to stray off 
course.

Be refreshed by the good news of Christ’s death on our behalf and His loving 
presence in our lives. 
 Your partner in Christ’s work,

 Tammy Brown
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TEACHING AIDS

Knowing to Showing
Beginners come with a broad range 

of experiences. In four or five years of 
life, they gain considerable knowledge 
and skill, and they are usually eager to 
share their growing understandings!

As you introduce beginners to con-
cepts about the gospel that will be new 
to them, link the new to what they al-
ready know. Use discussion, concrete 
objects and visuals, and hands-on ac-
tivities to help them grasp new ideas. 

Beginners like to talk! Give the chil-
dren opportunities to respond to ques-
tions and to share their own experi- 
ences. Too much “teacher talk” causes 
young children to disengage, which can 
lead to behavior issues. Aim to interact 
frequently with children, keeping them 
engaged throughout the lesson. 

Many children at this age are natu-
ral storytellers. Providing prompts that 
are relevant to the lesson content can 
help children connect the new ideas 
with their personal experiences, build-
ing meaning and personal relevance. 

On a cautionary note, storytelling can 
get out of hand and consume valuable 
class time. To keep sharing times pro-
ductive, be purposeful and intentional 
about the prompts you use and help 
children to stay focused on the topic at 
hand. Allow time at the beginning and 
end of class for sharing stories.

Beginners love to learn “grown-up” 
words. Do not hesitate to use terms like 
“communion” or “foundation” when  
teaching this quarter’s lessons. If you 
take children from what they know 
about these concepts and guide them 
toward new understandings, the new 
words will be manageable for most. 
(And children will likely be eager to 

share their newfound vocabulary!)
Another way to help beginners con-

nect what they know with new infor-
mation is through concrete objects and 
visuals. Familiar objects are especially 
helpful when trying to introduce abstract 
concepts. For example, this quarter you 
will be teaching children the abstract 
concept of God’s power. Gloves or hand 
puppets, both unmoving until hands are 
placed inside to “empower” them, help 
children begin to grasp the complex no-
tion of God empowering us. Abstract 
concepts like a home in heaven can 
be difficult and frightening for a young 
child. Helping children to consider that 
God gives animals just-right homes for 
keeping them safe can help a child be-
gin to understand that God can be trust-
ed to prepare heavenly homes that are 
just right for us. 

Getting your students engaged and 
immersed in the lesson will help keep 
their attention and help them learn. 
One of the best ways to help beginners 
move from what they already know to 
new concepts is through hands-on 
activities and imaginative play. If you 
simply tell children we should share 
the good news of the gospel, they are 
likely to forget it before they walk out 
the door. However, if children set up 
dominoes to knock over as a means of 
illustrating how the good news of the 
gospel gets carried from one person 
to another, they are far more likely to 
understand and remember. Drawing, 
working with clay, and gluing yarn 
onto paper are other concrete ways to 
engage children with new information. 

Start with what children know. Then 
discuss, show, and do!
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LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022 

Stop Arguing!
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 

1:1-16

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I be-
seech you, brethren, . . . that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judg-
ment” (I Corinthians 1:10).

Scripture Lesson Text
I CORINTHIANS 1:1 Paul, called to be 

an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of 
God, and Sosthenes our brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on your be-
half, for the grace of God which is given 
you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are enriched by 
him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of Christ was 
confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no gift; 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you unto the 
end, that ye may be blameless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called 

unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of 
you, my brethren, by them which are of the 
house of Chloe, that there are contentions 
among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one of you 
saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of 
Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for 
you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of 
you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had baptized 
in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the household of 
Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I 
baptized any other.

Paul urged believers not to fight 
with one another. 
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THOUGHTS FOR TEACHERS
AIM:  to teach that God wants Chris-

tians to serve Him together with-
out arguing. 

Getting along with others is not a 
challenge just for children. It can be 
hard for adults too. Relational conflict 
occurs even within the body of Christ.  

Our culture tells us to look out for our 
rights, but that has never been God’s 
way. Jesus modeled a life of self-sac-
rifice. He made the ultimate sacrifice 
as He hung on the cross in our place. 
He did it so that we could be brought 
into God’s family even though we are 
completely undeserving of His love 
and grace.

Unfortunately, we easily forget just 
how much grace we have been given 
through Christ. Arguments erupt and 
tempers flare when we feel we have 
been wronged. Divisions occur even 
among believers.

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
indicates they were a troubled church. 
The first item on Paul’s agenda was 
to address the divisions among the 
believers. The Corinthians quarreled 
about many things, including which 
Christian leader was better to follow. 
Later in the letter, we learn that they 
were even taking one another to court 
to settle their arguments.

Paul urged the Corinthian believers 
to be united in thought and purpose be-
cause of their common faith in Christ. 

Are there fellow believers you find dif-
ficult to get along with? As you meditate 
on I Corinthians this quarter, consider 
the love and grace God shows to us as 
His children. He patiently performs His 
work of change in our hearts, treating us 
kindly rather than as our sins deserve. 

Remember Jesus’ sacrifice on our be-
half. Remember our adoption into God’s 
family. Remember the gift of God’s con-
stant presence through His Holy Spirit 

in our lives. Remember the many bless-
ings God has given us through Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection. 

Remembering what Jesus has done 
for us encourages us to extend grace 
to others. Just as we are “works in 
progress,” our brothers and sisters in 
Christ are too!  

Getting Ready
For Beginning Worship, draw a sim-

ple, easily recognizable object (such 
as a flower, tree, or house) on a large 
sheet of newsprint or graph paper. 
Make the drawing as large as the pa-
per will allow. Cut the paper into puzzle 
pieces, one for each child. (For large 
classes, make multiple puzzles so that 
pieces are not too small for beginners 
to put together easily.)

For Handwork, draw a simple, easily 
recognizable object on 8½-by-11-inch 
paper. Print the golden text on it. Make 
copies, one for each student and one 
for a sample. Prepare a sample by cut-
ting the copy into three puzzle pieces. 
Place pieces in a quart-sized plastic 
zipper bag. Bring one quart-sized plas-
tic zipper bag for each child, crayons, 
and adult-size scissors.

Beginning Worship
Welcome, boys and girls! It is good 

to see you this morning. I am glad you 
are here! Today we will learn some-
thing important God wants us to know 
about getting along with one another. 

I hope you can help me with some-
thing. I drew a picture, but my picture 
is in pieces! (Show puzzle pieces.) Will 
you help me put my picture back to-
gether so that we can see what it is? 
(Give each child a puzzle piece and di-
rect them to an area on the floor where 
they can reassemble the picture.)

What is this a picture of? (Allow re-
sponses.) What would have happened 
if we had argued over the pieces? 
What would have happened if some-
one took his piece and went home? 


