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Dear Beginner Teacher,
It is an honor to bring these lessons to you this quarter. I want you to know that 

I have been praying over these lessons as I have written them and will be praying 
each Sunday as you share them with your students. 

As we bring these lessons to the children each week, it is important to study 
more than what we actually share. I encourage you to read Acts 9, Paul’s con-
version story. His background as a persecutor of Christians brings him into fo-
cus for us. We can relate to his life as a sinner. 

Paul’s story shows us how God can use each of us despite our background. 
When we are forgiven, our sin is forgotten. God wants to use us to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ.

The first unit of the quarter lays the groundwork for the gospel. The gospel 
reveals God’s righteousness in that it is His power that saves all who believe. 

Paul was a bold preacher who was not ashamed. He knew the power of God. 
Paul’s service to God was to share with the Gentiles, to assure them that there 
was only one God for both Jews and the Gentiles. However, some of the Jews 
did not believe this.

The second unit looks at faith and the proclamation of the good news. Paul 
stressed to the Romans that they must have faith to be righteous, to receive 
God’s promise, to be made right before God, and to become alive in Christ. 

There are several words your students will be learning this quarter. I encour-
age you to create a “Word Wall.” Build a bulletin board to introduce these words 
and as a visual reminder to your students. Most may not be readers yet, but they 
are learning with visual recognition. 

The final unit for the quarter looks at the implications of the gospel. We can 
look forward to being in heaven with Christ; it is our adoption. We can have 
comfort in the safety of Jesus. We are chosen by God, and because of our faith, 
we are saved. 

As a Sunday school teacher, you are instrumental in fulfilling the instructions 
given to us from God’s Word to tell others the gospel. Blessings to you, dear 
teacher, as you pour God’s love into the hearts and minds of the children who 
have been set before you. One day, they may do the same. 

 I am praying for you,
 Anita Banks 
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TEACHING AIDS

Skipping Stones 
Sunday school teachers have an 

exciting job. Just like school teachers, 
we are sharing facts, figures, and his-
tory. But we have the added responsi-
bility of teaching the heart. 

Have you ever skipped stones 
across water? Think of your lesson as 
the stone; when it hits the water just 
right, it skips across the surface, and 
the water ripples with each touch. 
Your ministry as a Sunday school 
teacher can impact many lives, and it 
can go on and on from the lives of your 
students to their families, their friends, 
and their future families. 

In John 21:15-17, Jesus spoke to 
Peter, telling Peter to feed His sheep 
and tend His sheep. Jesus was using a 
caring, diligent, and dependable shep-
herd to be a model for a godly leader. 
A shepherd’s job was to care for the 
sheep and tend to their needs. 

Our goal of explaining and teaching 
God’s Word to these young minds in-
cludes caring for them and feeding them 
from the Word. We must also teach them 
how to live their lives with God as the 
authority. As Sunday school teachers, 
we must model godly Christian leader-
ship through our caring and tending to 
them as young believers. The Lord will 
transform their lives through the Word. 

Your lessons should be more than 
reading the lesson text and explaining 
what occurred. Each lesson should 
also include an application for your 
students’ lives. Let God use you to 
share His Word directly into the lives 
of those in your classroom. 

Your goal as a Sunday school teacher 
is in Matthew 28:19-20: “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, . . . Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.”

Your ministry in the church is im-
portant as a Sunday school teacher. 
Your teaching impacts more than the 
children that attend your classroom. 
Discussion can happen in their homes  
about the day’s lesson. 

You may never know whether a stu-
dent will remember a lesson at just the 
moment he needs it in his future. 

To help you be the best Sunday 
school teacher you can be, here are 
some things you should consider:
 1.  Pray. Ask God to enable you to 

understand the lesson and be able 
to teach it. Pray for each member 
of your class and his or her family.

 2.  Become a Student. Learn what is 
in the lesson, read the Scriptures 
along with other verses around 
them. Ask yourself questions 
about the verses. Know the gold-
en text for each week. 

 3.  Remember Your Students. Keep 
in mind their attention span, and 
engage with them. Learn their abil-
ities. Even two children of the same 
age may have different abilities. 

 4.  Pray with Your Students. When 
you pray with them, it teaches 
them how to pray. Always thank 
God together. 

 5.  Prepare the Lesson. Start prepar-
ing early each week. It never goes 
well if you are trying to put the les-
son together an hour before class 
time. The children will know you 
are not prepared!

 6.  Enjoy. Teaching is a gift from God. 
Now start skipping stones!
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LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021

Paul Boldly 
Preaches  

the Gospel
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Romans 1:16).

Scripture Lesson Text

ROMANS 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith 
is spoken of throughout the whole world.

 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you al-
ways in my prayers;

10 Making request, if by any means now 
at length I might have a prosperous journey 
by the will of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I may im-
part unto you some spiritual gift, to the end 
ye may be established;

12 That is, that I may be comforted to-
gether with you by the mutual faith both of 
you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, 

brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to 
come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that 
I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith.

 In his letter, Paul told the Romans 
that he wanted to be with them to 
teach them the gospel.

© The Classic Bible Art Collection
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THOUGHTS FOR TEACHERS
AIM:  to teach the children that we are 

to share the gospel boldly and 
unashamedly. 

We need not be embarrassed; 
when we study the Scriptures, we 
become equipped to share the gos-
pel. Our own story of faith can also 
be a powerful tool when telling oth-
ers what God has done in our lives. 
If possible or appropriate for your 
class, I encourage you to share your 
story with the children. You may be 
surprised how impactful it can be to 
them. Relating personal experiences 
can help them retain the concepts 
and learn more about God as you 
present each lesson.  

This quarter, we will explore the 
book of Romans and share with the 
children the proclamation of the gos-
pel. Paul went forth boldly and pub-
licly. He made numerous mission 
trips, and he wrote letters to church-
es and individuals. We know Paul as 
a strong, personable individual who 
loved Christ. 

Sharing the gospel can sometimes 
be scary. As adults in today’s world, 
we know telling others about Jesus 
will sometimes bring confrontations 
or anger, not unlike times past. Jesus 
told His disciples in Matthew 24:9, “Ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my 
name’s sake.” 

But as teachers, we must perse-
vere and show the children that shar-
ing the good news is being obedient. 
By sharing the gospel of Jesus with 
others, we are sharing the love of 
God. Showing others His great love 
in a world full of pain and sorrow can 
bring comfort to us and them. Share 
with the children in your class that 
God is the definition of love. 

Romans opens with Paul’s introduc-
tion of being a servant of Jesus Christ, 

called to be an apostle, set apart. Paul 
was not part of the original twelve 
apostles, but he was set apart by God 
and served unashamedly. 

Reading about Paul’s past when he 
was called Saul, we can imagine that 
he was not a bashful individual. He 
persecuted the church (Acts 8) before 
his conversion (Acts 9). Can you imag-
ine how those confrontations went?

But Paul’s life changed with God’s 
great love. God chose him and set him 
apart to tell the world about Jesus. 

The Romans letter is to all who are 
beloved of God in Rome (Rom. 1:7), 
both Jewish and Gentile believers. 

He wanted to let them know that 
he had been praying for them, and 
he thanked God for them, assuring 
them that their faith was being shared 
throughout the world.

Paul wanted to go to Rome to minis-
ter to the church there, to teach them, 
and also to be encouraged by them. 

Paul was not ashamed of the gos-
pel of Christ; he preached the gospel 
everywhere he went and through the 
letters he wrote. He wanted all to know 
it is the power of God that brings sal-
vation to everyone who believes. The 
gospel reveals the righteousness of 
God, and the righteous will live by faith 
(vss. 16-17).

Getting Ready
For Telling a Story, find pictures 

of the early construction work on a 
house, such as a backhoe or tractor 
clearing land.

For Telling the Lesson, find a map 
of Paul’s missionary journeys and a 
picture of Paul. The internet is a great 
resource. If possible, print out in color. 

For Handwork, cut sheets of white 
or light-colored cardstock into four 
postcard-size pieces. Have several 
postcards for each child. Have avail-
able crayons and stickers. Cheerful 
pictures cut from magazines and glue 
are also good to have on hand. 


