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LOOKING AHEAD
The overriding truth for this quarter is a simple one: the Christian life is not 

for the faint of heart. God calls His people to be people of courage. Simply 
trusting Him takes courage; we must step out of our safe havens of comfort 
and follow Him wherever He leads. The kingdom of God has no room for 
cowards (cf. Rev. 21:8), although most of us would have to admit to many 
cowardly moments in our lives.

The good news is that the One who calls us to courage also gives courage 
abundantly. One of the ways He does this is through the examples of those 
who have found and shown courage in the past. All our lessons this quarter 
focus on such individuals—people of valor. 

Our first unit of four lessons looks at four individuals from the Old Tes-
tament who undertook particular acts of courage. We see Joshua pray an 
unprecedented prayer in order to finish the battle he was leading. We see 
Gideon destroy a pagan altar, knowing it would bring a backlash from his 
own neighbors. We see Jonathan and a single companion attack an enemy 
outpost that vastly outnumbered them, because they knew the battle was 
really the Lord’s. And we see Elijah, alone and unarmed, call a powerful king 
to account for a vile crime.

Unit II continues the roll call of valor but particularly focuses on people 
who showed courage while facing formidable threats. The roster of courage 
includes kings such as Abijah and Hezekiah, a king’s servant (Nehemiah), a 
queen (Esther), a lonely prophet (Jeremiah), and three young men who stand 
up to the most powerful ruler in the world at that time.

Unit III jumps ahead to the New Testament and looks at individuals who 
showed courage in serving their Lord Jesus. Although John the Baptist suc-
cumbed to a moment of doubt and had to be corrected, Jesus commended 
him for his great courage in his prophetic ministry for the Lord. Peter and John 
faced official threats from the high council of the Jewish nation and met them 
with bold forthrightness. Finally, the Apostle Paul faced danger from both a 
frenzied mob and the Roman authorities, but he stood his ground and found a 
new foothold for the gospel.

May we take the necessary steps to become people of valor ourselves!
—Kenneth A. Sponsler.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, Union 
Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each 
writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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There are many stories in the Bible 
about men of great courage doing 
mighty deeds to further the kingdom 
of God. We see God choosing people, 
and often we are not told why they 
were chosen. It is clear, however, that 
the people God chooses for mighty 
tasks are not perfect.

It adds credibility to the Scriptures 
when we see this transparency about 
the weaknesses of the heroes of the 
Bible. We see how they failed and how 
they even resisted the call at times, but 
ultimately they did what God wanted. 
We see examples of all different kinds 
of people that God used despite their 
weaknesses.

God cultivated great leaders from 
faulty men. Abraham is called the 
father of all who believe (Rom. 4:16). 
He had great faith in God, but he also 
had moments of weakness (cf. Gen. 
12). God grew his faith through his 
various mistakes and still counted him 
as righteous (Rom. 4:3).

Because of past failures, Moses 
was not confident in his ability to lead 
God’s people out of slavery; he even 
tried to talk God out of using him  
(Ex. 3:11). But Moses ended up being 
a courageous leader, while simultane-
ously being the meekest man alive (cf. 
Num. 12:3)

At the other end of the confidence 
spectrum perhaps is David, who was 
eager to face the giant Goliath, confident 
that he could bring him down in God’s 
power. David seems almost arrogant in 
his ventures for God, seemingly never 
doubting that he could do anything God 
called him to do (cf. I Sam. 17:26).

David is renowned as a great leader 

EDITORIALS

Called to be Courageous
James Jordan

(Editorials continued on page 186)

who had great faith in God. He is also 
known for his colossal moral failures. 
He committed adultery with Bathsheba, 
and to hide his sin, he had her husband 
murdered. David’s life proves that God 
can overcome any mistake we make 
and continue to work through us.

Even our foolishness is no obstacle 
for God. David’s son Solomon was the 
wisest man to ever live, and even he 
had moments of failure. Apparently he 
worshipped other gods later in his life  
(I Kgs. 11:4), but he did many things 
that God called him to do.

Doubt can be the greatest obstacle 
to working for the Lord, but we must let 
the Lord patiently address our doubts. 
There were also people like Gideon, 
who questioned whether it was really 
God calling him. He asked God for 
signs that the calling was real, and God 
delivered the signs as requested (Judg. 
6:36-40). Jesus chastised people for 
demanding signs (Matt. 12:39; Mark 
8:12), but Gideon’s story shows how 
his lack of confidence was met with 
God’s patience.

God can even overcome people’s 
stubbornness and use them to bring 
about His plans. Jonah is an example 
of someone who plainly refused to do 
what God commanded. God was send-
ing him to the Ninevites, a people Jonah 
hated. He wanted God to judge and 
punish them. The idea of warning them 
of God’s wrath to come was repugnant 
to Jonah, who would have loved to see 
them punished for their sins.

God basically forced Jonah to warn 
them by causing a giant fish to drop 
him off on the shore near to Assyria. 



  4

JOSH. 10:1 Now it came to pass, 
when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, 
and had utterly destroyed it; as he had 
done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace 
with Israel, and were among them;  

2 That they feared greatly, be-
cause Gibeon was a great city, as 
one of the royal cities, and because it 
was greater than Ai, and all the men 
thereof were mighty. 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of 
Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of 
Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jar-
muth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, 
and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, 
that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath 
made peace with Joshua and with 
the children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the 
Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, 
the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themselves together, and 
went up, they and all their hosts, and 
encamped before Gibeon, and made 
war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent 
unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, 
saying, Slack not thy hand from thy 
servants; come up to us quickly, 
and save us, and help us: for all the 
kings of the Amorites that dwell in 
the mountains are gathered together 
against us. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, 
he, and all the people of war with him, 
and all the mighty men of valour.

8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, 
Fear them not: for I have delivered 
them into thine hand; there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all 
night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited them 
before Israel, and slew them with 
a great slaughter at Gibeon, and 
chased them along the way that 
goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote 
them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled 
from before Israel, and were in the go-
ing down to Beth-horon, that the Lord 
cast down great stones from heaven 
upon them unto Azekah, and they died: 
they were more which died with hail-
stones than they whom the children of 
Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord 
in the day when the Lord delivered up 
the Amorites before the children of 
Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, 
Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and 
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their ene-
mies. Is not this written in the book of 
Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: 
for the Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all 
Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

LESSON 1 June 6, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT



THE THREAT
JOSH. 10:1 Now it came to pass, 

when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, 
and had utterly destroyed it; as he 
had done to Jericho and her king, so 
he had done to Ai and her king; and 

how the inhabitants of Gibeon had 
made peace with Israel, and were 
among them;  

2 That they feared greatly, be-
cause Gibeon was a great city, as 
one of the royal cities, and because 
it was greater than Ai, and all the 
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Joshua Commands the  
Sun to Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15 

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:5-9; 23:1-13; Isaiah 38:4-8; 60:19-22

TIME: between 1405-1398 b.c. PLACES: Gilgal; Gibeon

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).

Exposition: Verse by Verse

Introduction
“There are only twenty-four hours 

in a day” is a well-worn cliché but an 
unavoidable reality, so much so that 
tips for making better use of those few 
hours keep coming every day. But an-
other unavoidable reality is that some-
times multiple demands and respon-
sibilities simply make it impossible to 
get everything done that needs to be 
done in the allotted time. That is when 
we wish we could extend the day by at 
least a few hours.

As incredible as it may seem, there 
was one time in history when this wish 
was granted. Of course, it was not 

actually a wish but rather a heartfelt 
prayer of faith. In an astonishing an-
swer to that prayer, more time was giv-
en because the job that needed to get 
finished was crucial for the mission set 
before God’s people—that of taking 
and possessing the Promised Land.

LESSON OUTLINE
 I. THE THREAT—Josh. 10:1-5

 II. THE RESPONSE—Josh. 10:6-11

III.  TOTAL VICTORY— 
Josh. 10:12-15


