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LOOKING AHEAD
This quarter we are going to embark on an exciting journey that will cover many 

miles of territory over a period of nearly four decades. Where else can you cover 
forty years in thirteen weeks besides in Sunday school?

Unit I centers on the holiness of God, as God establishes His holiness before 
the Israelites after He brought them out of Egypt. Lesson 1 covers the ordination 
of Aaron and his sons as the priests under God’s covenant with Israel. Lesson 2 
deals with the sudden deaths of two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, because 
they failed to treat God as holy.

In lesson 3, the Day of Atonement is described and established as the holiest 
day on the Hebrew calendar, with specific instructions for how the high priest was 
to conduct his duties. Lesson 4 discusses the consequences for blaspheming 
against God’s name.

The second unit deals with seeing God’s faithfulness. The lessons here teach 
us that God is faithful even when we are not. In lesson 5, we find the people 
complaining about the manna, the special food God faithfully provided for them 
during their wilderness travels. In lesson 6, we see that the attitudes of the people 
did not improve. When they would not stop complaining, God sent them quail 
in abundance to eat, but this blessing quickly turned into a plague among the 
people.

Lesson 7 recounts that Miriam and Aaron joined in the complaining against 
Moses. They attempted to usurp his authority until they faced dire consequenc-
es. Lesson 8 concludes the second unit with a study about the mission of the 
twelve spies Moses sent out into Canaan to inspect the land.

In unit III, we see the importance of taking God seriously at all times. The rebel-
lion of the people against the will of God is detailed in lesson 9, as the Israelites 
believed a negative report and refused to enter the Promised Land.

Lesson 10 covers Moses’ intercessory prayer for the people and shows the 
merciful nature of God while not compromising His holiness. Lesson 11 shows 
us that God will not long tolerate rebellion from people and that it is never wise 
to challenge the authority of God or those whom He calls into leadership.

Lesson 12 explains how judgment fell on those who rebelled against God, and 
lesson 13 teaches that even those who are in positions of authority are not above 
doing as the Lord commands.

—Robert Ferguson, Jr.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the 
Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible 
knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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For our study and edification this 
quarter we have before us a series of 
lessons that feature numerous failures 
of Israel as the nation struggled to be 
faithful to God in the days after the 
Exodus from Egypt. Sadly, there were 
moments of blasphemy, disobedience, 
rebellion, weakness, and complaining, 
among other shortcomings. How did 
God deal with such failures and sins?

God’s response was not the same in 
every instance. Sometimes there was re-
buke, sometimes discipline, and some-
times judgment. But one thing was a 
constant. God kept ministering to His 
people, no matter what they did wrong. 
We can see this best perhaps from the 
description of God’s character in Num-
bers 14:18: “The Lord is longsuffering, 
and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, and by no means clearing 
the guilty.” Yes, God brought discipline 
and even stern judgment when needed, 
but He still remained patient and forgiv-
ing toward His people.

We are all well aware of our own 
failures in the Christian life: seasons 
of apathy, moments of disobedience, 
occasions of sin, and blunders of word 
and deed. Even more, we sin repeated-
ly against God in our hearts, holding up 
idols in place of Him. How does God 
deal with such failures? The biblical an-
swer to that question as we review the 
story of Israel is this: God is merciful, 
patient, kind, and gracious regarding 
our shortcomings, sins, and failures.

God knows that it takes time for us to 
learn His ways. Even those of us steeped 
in the faith from our youth continue to 

EDITORIALS

How Does God Deal  
with Our Failures? 

Jeffery J. VanGoethem

(Editorials continued on page 186)

have much to learn and much growing 
to do. And many of us who came to the 
faith from more difficult backgrounds 
have a lot of rough edges that need to be 
made smooth. It takes time. God knows 
this. There is grace for our failures.

God’s love for us is larger than our 
failures. The first point we need to un-
derstand about this is that our sins do 
not defeat God’s holy purpose for our 
lives. The book of Philippians says it so 
powerfully: “Being confident of this very 
thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ” (1:6). Let that truth sink 
in. God is determined to bring His chil-
dren to holiness and complete redemp-
tion. We are saved and kept by grace.

As we journey through this difficult 
world, we must never lose sight of 
that. We may blow it at times, but if we 
have received the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, we never completely fall out of 
favor with God. He stays with us, and 
despite our failures, no matter how se-
rious, our relationship with God remains 
intact. We are precious to Him. The Lord 
Jesus paid a steep price to bring us into 
God’s family, and He intends to keep us. 
That is amazing news!

That leads to a second point. What 
do we do when we fail? Do we remem-
ber when Abraham left the Promised 
Land shortly after being sent there 
(Gen. 12:10—13:4)? He ended up in 
Egypt. It was an ill-advised trip. Noth-
ing good happened there. When Pha-
raoh found out that Abraham had lied 
to him, telling him that his wife was 
his sister, he rebuked Abraham and 
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NOTES

LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 5, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

LEV. 8:1 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying,

 2 Take Aaron and his sons with 
him, and the garments, and the 
anointing oil, and a bullock for the 
sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread;

 3 And gather thou all the congre-
gation together unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.

 4 And Moses did as the Lord 
commanded him; and the as-
sembly was gathered together 
unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation.

 5 And Moses said unto the con-
gregation, This is the thing which the 
Lord commanded to be done.

 6 And Moses brought Aaron 
and his sons, and washed them 
with water.

 7 And he put upon him the coat, 
and girded him with the girdle, and 
clothed him with the robe, and put 
the ephod upon him, and he gird-
ed him with the curious girdle of 

the ephod, and bound it unto him 
therewith.

 8 And he put the breastplate 
upon him: also he put in the breast-
plate the Urim and the Thummim.

 9 And he put the mitre upon 
his head; also upon the mitre, even 
upon his forefront, did he put the 
golden plate, the holy crown; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.

10 And Moses took the anoint-
ing oil, and anointed the taber- 
nacle and all that was therein, and 
sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon 
the altar seven times, and anointed 
the altar and all his vessels, both the 
laver and his foot, to sanctify them.

12 And he poured of the anoint-
ing oil upon Aaron’s head, and 
anointed him, to sanctify him.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s 
sons, and put coats upon them, 
and girded them with girdles, and 
put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.



CALLED BY THE LORD
LEV. 8:1 And the Lord spake unto 

Moses, saying,
2 Take Aaron and his sons with 

him, and the garments, and the 

anointing oil, and a bullock for the 
sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread;

3 And gather thou all the congre-
gation together unto the door of the 
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Ordination of Aaron  
and His Sons

Lesson Text: Leviticus 8:1-13 

Related Scriptures: Exodus 29:1-37; Hebrews 10:19-25; Acts 22:14-16

TIME: about 1445 b.c. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” 
(Hebrews 10:22).

Exposition: Verse by Verse

Introduction
One of the most overlooked charac-

teristics of God in modern biblical and 
theological teaching is His holiness. The 
word “holiness” speaks of separation. 
God is holy in that He is separate from 
the world He created. He is sepa-
rate from the evil world system that 
dominates and controls fallen human 
thought. Since humans are created in 
the image of God, God calls us to be 
holy as well, just as He is holy (cf. Lev. 
11:44; I Pet. 1:15-16).

The perfect holiness of God suggests 
that He pays attention to details. Even 
what seem like little things to us are 
important to the Lord. 

This week’s lesson shows that God 
calls us to be holy, but He does not 
require us to manufacture holiness 
in ourselves. As we will see, He has 
anointed us with the Holy Spirit to pro-
duce the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.

LESSON OUTLINE
 I.  CALLED BY THE LORD— 

Lev. 8:1-4

 II.  PREPARED BY THE LORD—
Lev. 8:5-9

III.  ORDAINED BY THE LORD—
Lev. 8:10-13


