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LOOKING AHEAD
This quarter’s lessons are devoted to studying God’s great blessings to us 

in Christ. The first unit begins our survey of God’s blessings with the greatest 
blessing of all, the blessing of His sending us a Saviour in the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Lesson 1 examines the promise of the one who would be the herald 
of the coming Christ, John the Baptist. Lesson 2 takes us back to the time of 
King David and the Prophet Nathan’s prophecy of God’s covenant with David. 
Lesson 3 deals with the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she would 
bear the Son of God, Jesus Christ. Then, in lesson 4, we study the actual birth of 
the Saviour from Luke chapter 2. Born in humble circumstances, His birth was 
gloriously announced by a multitude of angels!

Our second unit of study for this quarter examines the great blessings of the 
saving gospel message. Through faith in that message, we are made heirs of 
God in Jesus Christ, receiving the promise of eternal life. Lesson 5 looks at our 
reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ and our calling to be His ambassa-
dors to bring the message of reconciliation to the world. In lesson 6, we study the 
blessings of forgiveness and new life from I John. When we sin as Christians, God 
promises to forgive us and cleanse us if we confess our sins to Him. In lesson 7, 
we look at the blessing of Christ as our intercessor before the very throne of God. 
Lesson 8 takes us to Paul’s letter to the Galatian churches and the blessings of 
our liberty in Christ.

Our third unit of study examines the blessings of the amazing grace that God 
has provided for us in Jesus Christ. Lesson 9 looks at the blessing of being mem-
bers of Christ’s body, the church. In lesson 10, we are encouraged by James to 
count all our trials and temptations as joy because our enduring them will bring us 
a crown of life. In lesson 11, we will study the blessings of God’s comfort toward 
us in the midst of our trials so that we might be equipped to comfort others. Les-
son 12 looks at the blessing of our growth in godliness as the Holy Spirit works 
in us to produce Christian virtues. Our final lesson for this quarter examines the 
blessing of the fruit of having the Holy Spirit indwelling us and conforming us to 
the image of Christ.

I hope our studies this quarter will be an additional blessing to all the many 
blessings that God has already blessed us with.

—The Editors.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the 
Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible 
knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Choosing whatever delectables you 
desire from the menu of your choice and 
chasing your meal down with ice cream 
for dinner every night would seem like a 
tremendous blessing for most children. 
The knowledge and wisdom acquired 
by most adults, however, teaches that 
such a meal plan is more likely to cause 
eventual problems than be a blessing. 

God has no need to acquire knowl-
edge and wisdom because He already 
has all of it. This is an important truth to 
bear in mind when giving consideration 
to God’s blessings. As His children, God 
has the best intentions and a perfect 
plan for each of our lives even when our 
present situations suggest otherwise.

Years of being unable to conceive 
must have felt the exact opposite of 
being blessed for Elisabeth and Zach-
arias (Luke 1:7). By the time God bless-
ed them with a child, their desire had 
no doubt dwindled into the despair of 
nothing more than a distant unfulfilled 
dream. God had other plans, however, 
and their earlier disappointment gave 
way to eventual jubilation as they wel-
comed into the world their son, John, 
who was chosen by God to pronounce 
the arrival of the much-anticipated 
Messiah (Matt. 11:10-11).

The intentions behind the timing of 
God’s blessings will not necessarily 
be in line with what makes His peo-
ple comfortable or instantly gratified. 
God’s desire is to work through the 
events of human history, including our 
lives, for the sake of bringing glory to 
Himself (Rev. 4:11). Just as a child 
might not immediately recognize and 
appreciate the good intentions of a 

EDITORIALS

The Blessing of Trusting God 
Reginald Coats

(Editorials continued on page 186)

parent who does not consent to a daily 
diet of fast food, God’s people can fail 
to see the true blessing that accompa-
nies His perfect timing.

Every one of God’s promises comes 
equipped with His faithfulness. Any 
inclinations to doubt what He is doing 
can therefore be directed to what He 
has already said and faithfully done (cf. 
Josh. 21:45; Matt. 1:22-23). 

The promised Saviour, who would 
be a descendant of David (II Sam. 
7:12-16), did in fact come even though 
He did so hundreds of years after  
David had died. Despite the seeming 
delay, David and numerous other peo-
ple we encounter in Scripture experi-
enced the blessing of trusting the Lord 
while He worked through them to bless 
and make Himself known to others. 

The greatest of all God’s blessings is 
the gift of His Son, who came into the 
world wrapped “in the likeness of sinful 
flesh” (Rom. 8:3). God’s good inten-
tions could not have been expressed 
more emphatically. Jesus’ willingness 
to make the ultimate sacrifice of laying 
down His life to save us brings the 
blessing of God’s salvation to all who 
put their trust in Him as Saviour.

By not withholding the most precious 
of gifts from us, God has clearly shown 
His immense love and that He will con-
tinue to bless us with all we need (Rom. 
8:32). Having died for our sins and been 
raised from the dead, Jesus is living 
proof that God cares for us.

In addition to the wonderful realities 
of being reconciled to God and having 
Jesus to intercede with the Father on 
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LESSON 1 DECEMBER 4, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
LUKE 1:8 And it came to pass, 

that while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his 
course,

9 According to the custom of 
the priest’s office, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into 
the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the 
people were praying without at the 
time of incense. 

11 And there appeared unto him 
an angel of the Lord standing on 
the right side of the altar of in-
cense. 

12 And when Zacharias saw him, 
he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him. 

13 But the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer 
is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the 
sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink; and 

he shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother’s 
womb. 

16 And many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God. 

17 And he shall go before him 
in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just; to make 
ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. 

18 And Zacharias said unto the 
angel, Whereby shall I know this? for 
I am an old man, and my wife well 
stricken in years. 

19  And the angel answering 
said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; and 
am sent to speak unto thee, and to 
shew thee these glad tidings. 

20 And, behold, thou shalt be 
dumb, and not able to speak, until 
the day that these things shall be 
performed, because thou believest 
not my words, which shall be fulfilled 
in their season.

NOTES



Introduction
The faith of even the most godly 

people can sometimes falter. Elijah 
experienced a great spiritual victory 
on Mount Carmel (I Kgs. 18:17-46), 
but soon after he fell into despair when 
Queen Jezebel sought his life (19:1-4). 
Peter drew his sword, ready to defend 
Jesus to the death in the garden (John 
18:10), but only hours later he denied 
knowing the Lord (vss. 17-18, 25-27). 

We believe in God and acknowledge 
that God is all-powerful, but His work is 
not always readily visible to our eyes. As 
a result, we often become discouraged. 
Zacharias the priest is an interesting 
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case study. He knew God, but when 
he was given a promise that seemed 
impossible of fulfillment, his faith failed 
him. The good news for both him and 
us is that one person’s failure does not 
thwart the purpose and plan of God.

Exposition: Verse by Verse
THE PRIEST AND THE PEOPLE

LUKE 1:8 And it came to pass, 
that while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his 
course, 

9 According to the custom of the 
priest’s office, his lot was to burn in-
cense when he went into the temple 
of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the

LESSON OUTLINE
 I.  THE PRIEST AND THE 

PEOPLE—Luke 1:8-10

  II.  THE ANGEL AND THE 
MESSAGE—Luke 1:11-17

III.  THE RESPONSE AND THE 
REPERCUSSIONS—Luke 1:18-20

The Promise of 
Messiah’s Forerunner

Lesson Text: Luke 1:8-20

Related Scriptures: Genesis 18:9-15; 25:20-28; 
Malachi 4:1-6; Matthew 11:9-15

TIME: 7 or 6 b.C. PLACE: Jerusalem

GOLDEN TEXT—“Thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth” (Luke 
1:13-14).


