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LOOKING AHEAD
“Triumph” is a word that elicits many images: an army victorious in battle, a po-

litical candidate winning an election, or a sports team winning a championship. 
But the concept of “triumph” is also important in Scripture. In the New Testament, 
triumph is seen in a different light than it is ordinarily understood. To be sure, 
God will triumph over Satan, and good will triumph over evil, but the manner in 
which this will occur is quite different from the world’s view of triumph and victory.

All of our lessons this quarter deal with texts from the Gospel of John—most 
of them exclusively so. The first unit of study is entitled “Jesus’ Triumphant Ar-
rival.” It will be studied during the month of December. Since this is the month 
we celebrate the birth of Christ, each lesson will include a text from passages 
that in some way relate to that event. Selections from Matthew and Luke will 
consider what occurred immediately after Jesus’ birth. A familiar prophecy from 
Isaiah about the Prince of Peace will be studied. Paul’s great christological text 
from Philippians is also included in this unit.

The next unit of the quarter, “Teaching on Truth and Trials,” will focus on four 
major discourses from Jesus’ earthly ministry. The discourse on Jesus as the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life from John 14 will be studied first. Next we will examine 
the discourse on Jesus as the True Vine from John 15. Then we will study His 
discourse on peace and trials from chapter 16. The final lesson in this unit will deal 
with Jesus’ High Priestly prayer from chapter 17. These lessons will examine the 
words of Jesus. His words are of supreme authority for understanding faith, life, 
and the world. He is the only object of our faith, the only source of eternal life, and 
the only Lord of heaven and earth. 

The final unit is “Triumph Over Trials.” We focus here on four texts from Jesus’ 
Passion Week and a final lesson on events that took place after His resurrection. 
The first three lessons, all from John 18, deal with His arrest and trials before 
the Sanhedrin and Pontius Pilate. The fourth lesson focuses on the events sur-
rounding Jesus’ crucifixion and death. Our final lesson this quarter, from John 21, 
recounts the events of Jesus’ third appearance to His disciples after He had risen 
triumphantly from the grave.

—John Alva Owston.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel 
Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge 
and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At 
best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Jesus’ birth as told in the “Christmas 
story” of Luke 2 is nothing short of mirac-
ulous. It is a story we are all familiar with. 
We are also familiar with the depictions 
of His birth that pop up in homes, malls, 
shop windows, and greeting cards. Man-
ger scenes depict a baby, two parents, 
lots of visitors and animals, and a star 
hovering overhead. While the typical 
crèche reveals little about the special cir-
cumstances of Christ’s birth, other than 
that he was laid in a manger, Matthew 
1:18-21 hints at the importance of Jesus’ 
birth, a reality that ceramic or inflatable 
figures cannot convey.

We learn from this passage that Jesus’ 
mother, Mary, was a virgin when He was 
conceived. That was certainly a miracu-
lous and unique event! But beyond this, 
there is much more that makes this birth 
and the ensuing life of this Child even 
more unique. Matthew 1:21 tells us this 
child’s gender, name, and His mission in 
life—all before He was even born!

From the time a woman learns that 
she is with child, both parents’ curiosity 
is piqued: Is the baby a boy or girl? 
What shall we name the baby? What 
will he or she grow up to be? Some-
times, well-wishers may say, “He has 
a strong grip; he will become a ball 
player!” or “She has a lovely smile; she 
will be a heartbreaker!” or “What a loud 
voice! You have a future preacher!” 
Parents can hope and wish and pray, 
but they cannot know for certain who 
or what their child will become.

One of the unique features of Christ’s 
birth is that His future destiny was plain-
ly marked out for all the world to see. 
Matthew 1:23 tells us that Jesus would 
be born of a virgin and be known as 

EDITORIALS

Born for a Purpose
Alan Allegra

(Editorials continued on page 186)

“God with us.” But that is not all.
Jesus did not have just one or two 

names—He had many names, all indic-
ative of who and what He would become. 
Just like the prediction of His birth, these 
names were prophesied hundreds of 
years before (cf. Isa. 9:6-7). Even the 
time of Christ’s death was prophesied (cf. 
Dan. 9:26) and the method of execution 
(cf. Ps. 22). These prophecies and many 
more indicate a life that triumphed over a 
lowly and controversial birth.

All of this makes the birth, life, and 
death of Jesus extraordinarily unique; 
after all, who else has had his life 
recorded in the Scriptures before His 
birth?

Believe it or not, though the details 
of your life are not explicitly recorded 
in Scripture, your path has also been 
planned from start to finish! God num-
bered all your days before you were 
born. Psalm 139:16 says, “Thine eyes 
did see my substance, yet being unper-
fect; and in thy book all my members 
were written, which in continuance 
were fashioned, when as yet there 
was none of them.” Centuries before, 
Job exclaimed, “Seeing his days are 
determined, the number of his months 
are with thee, thou hast appointed his 
bounds that he cannot pass” (14:5). Be-
fore even the heavens and earth were 
created, we were “created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). We, too, 
can triumph in Christ by seeking and 
obeying God’s will. Your life’s journey 
and purpose may not be spelled out 
publicly, but God has a plan, path, and 
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LESSON 1 DECEMBER 5, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

NOTES

MATT. 1:18 Now the birth of  
Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.

JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days 
before the passover came to Bethany,  
where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the dead.

 2 There they made him a 

supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat 
at the table with him.

 3 Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the 
house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment.

 4 Then saith one of his disci-
ples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
which should betray him,

 5 Why was not this ointment sold 
for three hundred pence, and given 
to the poor?

 6 This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the bag, and 
bare what was put therein.

 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: 
against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this.

 8 For the poor always ye have 
with you; but me ye have not al-
ways.



Exposition: Verse by Verse
A MOMENTOUS ANNOUNCEMENT

MATT. 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus 
Christ was on this wise: When as 
his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, 

being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 

Bible Expositor and Illuminator 5 December 5, 2021

Sorrow Before Triumph
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-21; John 12:1-8 

Related Scriptures: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-39

TIMES: 6 or 5 b.c.; a.d. 30 PLACES: Nazareth; Bethany

GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her” (Matthew 26:13).

Introduction
Once we get to December, it seems 

that Christmas has already arrived, at 
least from the standpoint of the com-
mercial world. 

In many congregations, December’s 
arrival heralds the beginning of the Ad-
vent season, a time for focusing on the 
events related to Christ’s birth. Special 
programs begin to take shape.

Not all congregations are so inclined, 
however. As was true among the Puri-
tans in early America, some churches 
feel that such celebrations are unscrip-
tural and have no place in the regular 
worship of believers. But this is a minori-
ty view today, with most congregations 

seizing the opportunity to place special 
emphasis on Jesus’ birth.

Since both Matthew and Luke pro-
vide significant information concerning 
the Messiah’s arrival, it is appropri-
ate that we likewise emphasize this 
world-changing event.

LESSON OUTLINE
 I.  A MOMENTOUS ANNOUNCE-

MENT—Matt. 1:18-21
 II.  EXTRAORDINARY DEVOTION—

John 12:1-3
III.  A DUPLICITOUS OBJECTION—

John 12:4-8


