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LOOKING AHEAD
Jesus was in actual ministry on earth for about three and a half years.
During that time He had to prepare a group of men to carry on what He started so the message of salvation could spread around the world. The lessons
this quarter, all taken from John’s Gospel, are about how Jesus prepared
those men, His twelve disciples, for that ministry. Unit I is entitled “Getting
Started” and deals with Jesus’ earliest days with His disciples.
Lesson 1 looks at John the Baptist, who emphatically denied that he
himself was the Christ; instead, he introduced Jesus, the true Christ, to the
public. Lesson 2 describes how John the Baptist learned who Jesus was
and how he introduced Him to two of his own followers. Lesson 3 returns
to the incarnation and how the Creator became light and life for all people.
The callings of Philip and Nathanael are studied in lesson 4. Just as Andrew
found Simon (Peter), so Philip found Nathanael and introduced him to Jesus.
Unit II is a study of how the newly chosen disciples followed Jesus and
ministered with Him as they got to know Him. It begins with His first miracle,
the subject of lesson 5, where Jesus turned ordinary water into fine quality
wine. In lesson 6, when Jesus walked out to them in the midst of the sea of
Galilee, their understanding of Him grew.
In lesson 7, we hear Jesus explain that He is the Bread of Life for everyone
who believes, and in lesson 8 He teaches that He must become the spiritual
food and drink of our lives. The concept of eating His flesh and drinking His
blood was greatly misunderstood by many. Because it offended them, many
who had been His disciples up to that time stopped following Him.
Unit III is about further spiritual growth on the part of the disciples. Jesus
explains Himself as the Light of the World in lesson 9 and makes a clear declaration of His deity in lesson 10. The truth of His deity is made even clearer
in connection with Lazarus in the last three lessons.
In lesson 11 we read of Jesus being told of Lazarus’s sickness and of
His purposeful delay in arriving to help. In lesson 12 He arrives at Bethany
and comforts Lazarus’s grieving sisters. In the final lesson, Jesus performs
the last of the seven miracles that John recorded to prove His true identity.
Lazarus was raised from the dead to life again!
—Keith E. Eggert.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the
Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible
knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy
Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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EDITORIALS

Wedding Plans
Mark S. Brantley
Most, if not all, of us love weddings, and many are captivated by
royal family weddings. An estimated
750 million individuals watched the
wedding of Prince Charles and Lady
Diana (Reid, “In Pictures: A History of
Royal Weddings,” www.cnbc.com),
and the wedding of Prince William
and Kate Middleton had about 2.5 to
3 billion viewers (Lydall, “A Traditional
Royal Wedding, but for the 3 Billion
Witnesses,” www.nytimes.com).
Jesus’ first miracle was at a wedding
(John 2:1-11). In contrast to a royal
wedding, few saw the spectacle of the
miracle. It encouraged Jesus’ disciples
greatly, and they believed in Him (vs.
11). The setting of this first miracle calls
to mind a greater wedding in which all
believers will participate.
Even with all the pomp and circumstance of Buckingham Palace, nothing
can compare to the glory that will be
revealed at the marriage supper of the
Lamb. At a time chosen by God, our
Lord Jesus Christ will return to gather
His bride to be joined to Him forever.
As John writes in Revelation 19:7: “Let
us be glad and rejoice, and give honour
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and his wife hath made herself
ready.” Note the state of readiness the
Apostle John calls to our attention. We
as believers must be prepared to meet
the Groom, our Saviour Jesus Christ!
Without a doubt, successful weddings need planning. Whether a couple
decides to marry in front of the local
justice of the peace or in the presence of many invited guests, plans and
preparations are vital. Only the bride,
the groom, and the chosen few of the
wedding party are told the details in
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advance. They are acquainted with
the specifics and are called upon to
rehearse before the event.
As Christians, we are familiar with
Jesus’ wedding plans through the
Word of God and are moved to rehearse by the Holy Spirit. Paul tells us
that God through His Spirit has shown
us the things He has prepared for us
that eyes have not seen and ears have
not heard (I Cor. 2:9-10).
John the Baptist identified himself
as the friend of the Bridegroom (John
3:29). He expressed his joy regarding
the mystery of Christ and the church,
His bride. Paul also had this insight in
writing of marriage as a “great mystery”
(Eph. 5:31-32). As believers, we earnestly wait for the day when the Bridegroom will call for His bride. When that
day comes, we want to be found ready.
Jesus alludes to His return in the
parable of the ten virgins (Matt. 25:613). Five virgins made preparations,
and five did not. He characterizes the
five prepared virgins as wise, but the
five unprepared virgins were foolish.
In other words, the five wise virgins
made certain the oil in their lamps (the
oil representing the Holy Spirit) were
filled and ready even though they did
not know exactly when the Bridegroom
would arrive. They did not know the
day or the hour, but one thing they were
certain of was that He was coming!
Not knowing the date or time of
Jesus’ arrival should not deter our anticipation and expectation. The Bridegroom has only gone away to make
preparation for His Bride. Jesus said,
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my
(Editorials continued on page 186)
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LESSON 1

DECEMBER 6, 2020

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
22 Then said they unto him,
Who art thou? that we may give
an answer to them that sent us.
What sayest thou of thyself?
23 He said, I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias.
24 And they which were sent
were of the Pharisees.
25 And they asked him, and said
unto him, Why baptizest thou then,
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias,
neither that prophet?
26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there
standeth one among you, whom
ye know not;
27 He it is, who coming after
me is preferred before me, whose
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to
unloose.
28 These things were done in
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where
John was baptizing.

JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of
him, and cried, saying, This was he of
whom I spake, He that cometh after
me is preferred before me: for he was
before me.
16 And of his fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.
18 No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him.
19 And this is the record of John,
when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
Who art thou?
20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not
the Christ.
21 And they asked him, What
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith,
I am not. Art thou that prophet? And
he answered, No.

NOTES
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The Testimony of John
Lesson Text: John 1:15-28
Related Scriptures: Isaiah 40:3-5; John 3:22-30; 5:31-40;
Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:7-14
TIME: a.d. 26

PLACE: east of Jordan River

GOLDEN TEXT—“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).

Introduction

Gospels are known as the Synoptic
Gospels, in which we find a lot of similar
accounts about Jesus. But John’s Gospel is unique. It contains much information not found in any of the others. His
purpose was to present Jesus as the
Son of God, and it was intended to reach
everyone throughout the whole world.

God wanted us to have four different
perspectives about His Son, so He gave
us four Gospels. We see in Matthew
the presentation of Jesus as the King
and long-awaited Messiah, so Matthew clearly wrote to reach his fellow
Jews with the truth about Jesus. We
see in Mark the presentation of Jesus
as a Servant and the Redeemer that
mankind needed so badly. His message
was apparently meant to appeal to the
Romans.
Luke describes Jesus as the Perfect
Man who exhibited great compassion
for people. Perfection of manhood was
a goal for every Greek athlete, so this
Gospel would have had a special appeal
to the Greek population. These three

LESSON OUTLINE
I. JOHN’S WITNESS ABOUT
JESUS—John 1:15-18
II. JOHN’S CLARIFICATION
ABOUT HIMSELF—John 1:19-23
III. JOHN’S EXPLANATION ABOUT
BAPTIZING—John 1:24-28

Exposition: Verse by Verse
16 And of his fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.
18 No man hath seen God at any

JOHN’S WITNESS ABOUT JESUS
JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of
him, and cried, saying, This was he
of whom I spake, He that cometh
after me is preferred before me: for
he was before me.
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