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LOOKING AHEAD
This quarter we are going to take the opportunity to study the written cor-

respondence between the church’s greatest theologian and one of its most 
troubled congregations. There is no such thing as a perfect church, so there is 
always room for growth. Therefore, the lessons in this series will challenge you 
as you consider how Paul’s rebukes and counsel to the Corinthian church could 
apply to your own church life.

The quarter is divided into two units, the first of which will cover selected pas-
sages from I Corinthians. In lesson 1, Paul rebukes the church for allowing itself 
to be divided over leadership. Lesson 2 shows that the message of the cross of 
Jesus Christ is the central component of the ministry of the church and the hope 
of the believer.

In lesson 3, we will see that all work in the church is built upon the foundation 
of Jesus Christ. Lesson 4 warns of the danger of sexual immorality and shows 
that the church is the temple of the Holy Spirit. The focus of lesson 5 is showing 
compassion to other people when exercising our liberty in Christ. Lesson 6 goes 
further into this idea as Paul rebukes the Corinthians for gorging themselves at 
the community meal of the Lord’s Supper. In lesson 7, we turn our attention to 
Easter as we read Paul’s incredible defense of the gospel and the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

In Unit II, we turn to II Corinthians as Paul’s correspondence to this church 
continues. In lesson 8, we see that God is the God of all comfort. Lesson 9 shows 
us that the new covenant of love that was given by Christ is superior to the old 
covenant of law. Lesson 10 discusses the future hope that we all have coming in 
heaven and gives a glimpse of the glory that awaits. 

Lesson 11 teaches us that we are ambassadors for Christ and that there is 
no greater purpose in life than that. Our motivation to be Christ’s ambassadors 
comes from God’s great love for us. Lesson 12 deals with spiritual warfare and 
explains how the weapons of Christians are different from the weapons of the 
world. Lesson 13 closes the unit and the quarter with a study of Paul’s heavenly 
vision and the purpose behind the thorn in his flesh.

This quarter will give us much food for thought as we see how a church full of 
sinners should be living out the message of the gospel.

—Robert Ferguson, Jr.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the 
Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible 
knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Christians are different. They are not 
the same as they used to be before 
they met Jesus, and they are not the 
same as the nonbelievers around them. 
Like Christians today, new believers 
in Paul’s day throughout the Roman 
Empire faced a steep learning curve as 
they began to walk with Jesus. 

What makes Christians different?  In 
Romans 12:2, Paul says, “Be not con-
formed to this world:  but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind 
that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

We see in this verse that a new mind 
is essential to the difference.  Christians 
think differently; they have different 
attitudes and different values. Paul de-
scribes the pagans of the Roman world 
this way: “And even as they did not 
like to retain God in their knowledge, 
God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not 
convenient” (Rom. 1:28). Today we un-
derstand “not convenient” as referring 
to things that ought never to be done. 

The Christian knows God and seeks 
His will.  Paul assures the believers, “We 
have the mind of Christ” (I Cor. 2:16). The 
unbeliever, though, disregards God and 
pursues his own worldly pleasure.  Lack-
ing a godly foundation, the unbeliever’s 
thinking becomes wicked and debased.

Christians have the mind of Christ 
because of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit dwelling within.  As Paul says of 
the church in I Corinthians 3:16, “Know 
ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you?”  Promised to every sinner who 
repents and trusts Jesus as Lord and 

EDITORIALS

Not Conformed but Transformed
Arnold Studebaker

(Editorials continued on page 186)

Saviour (cf. Acts 2:38), the Holy Spirit 
empowers Christians to be different.

Because Christians think differently, 
they talk differently and behave differ-
ently from unbelievers.  In his letters, 
the apostle Paul taught Christians spe-
cific examples of the differences.  His 
teachings are still instructive.

For instance, in Galatians 5:22-23, 
Paul enumerates the fruit of the Spirit, 
namely: “love, joy, peace, longsuf-
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.”  God’s Holy 
Spirit within the believer produces 
these attributes in the believer’s life.

Paul contrasts the fruit of the Spirit 
with the works of the flesh manifested 
by unbelievers.  In Galatians 5:19-21 
he mentions examples, including adul-
tery, idolatry, hatred, witchcraft, strife, 
murder, and drunkenness. 

The stark contrast between the fruit 
of the Spirit and the works of the flesh 
illuminates the difference between 
Christians and unbelievers.  Says Paul, 
“And they that are Christ’s have cruci-
fied the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit” (vss. 24-25).

Paul is sometimes very pointed in 
his instruction.  In Ephesians 4 he says, 
“Put off . . . the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts; and be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind; and 
. . . put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness.  Wherefore, putting away 
lying, speak every man truth with his 
neighbor. . . . Let him that stole steal no 
more:  but rather let him labour, working 
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NOTES

LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

I COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be 
an apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on 
your behalf, for the grace of God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are  
enriched by him, in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no 
gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren,  
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly  
joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto 
me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one 
of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of 
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of 
Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul cru-
cified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the house-
hold of Stephanas: besides, I know 
not whether I baptized any other.



Exposition: Verse by Verse
GRATITUDE FOR THE CHURCH

I COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which 

is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, 

Introduction
One of the gravest dangers fac-

ing any church is division. Too many 
churches have been destroyed by di-
visive factions who pridefully struggle 
for control and power. The Corinthian 
church, the focus of our study this 
quarter, had several divisions that 
threatened its health and existence. 
It seems that many of the people had 
favorite church leaders, which caused 
them to divide into various camps.

Church divisions are usually over 
lesser matters. Most true believers 
are not divided over the fundamental 
aspects of our faith. 

Sadly, things often get messy on 
matters of preference: styles of music, 
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Divisions in Corinth
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 1:1-16 

Related Scriptures: I Corinthians 10:31-33; I Corinthians 12:1-31

TIME: a.d. 55 PLACE: from Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 
1:10).

the number of services, and even the 
color of the carpet. This week’s lesson 
teaches us that such tension in the 
church is unbiblical and should be 
avoided at all costs. Our focus must be 
on proclaiming the gospel to the lost 
and on worshipping the Lord. Love is 
the essential ingredient.

LESSON OUTLINE
 I.  GRATITUDE FOR THE 

CHURCH—I COR. 1:1-6
 II.  GRACE IN THE CHURCH— 

I Cor. 1:7-9
III.  HARMONY IN THE CHURCH— 

I Cor. 1:10-16


