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LOOKING AHEAD
Paul penned thirteen epistles, which amount to about one-fourth of the 

New Testament pagewise. Add to this the information about him in Acts, 
and Paul’s life, ministry, and writings take up a sizable portion of God’s 
Word.

Romans is one of Paul’s longest and most significant letters. This epistle 
is frequently quoted in lessons and sermons because it is rich in doctrine. 
But that does not mean Romans is easy to comprehend. Concerning Paul’s 
writings, even Peter said that some of them were “hard to be understood” 
(II Pet. 3:16) and distorted by the “unlearned and unstable.”

Somewhat typical of Paul’s letters, the book of Romans begins with 
a doctrinal section followed by more practical matters. The first eleven 
chapters, where the bulk of our lessons come from this quarter, are more 
theological. This does not mean there are no practical teachings in these 
lessons, though. Understanding doctrine is far more practical than most 
people realize. Incorrect theology will affect everything we do, including our 
prayer, worship, and evangelism.

The first few lessons emphasize something we might think obvious, 
namely, that human beings are sinful. That truth might not be as apparent as 
we think, however. Recognizing our personal sinfulness is actually the first 
stop on the road to redemption. Many today are unwilling to acknowledge 
that the concept of sin even exists, let alone admit that they themselves 
are lost sinners.

Lessons 4 through 6 emphasize the truth that faith in Christ is the only 
way to heaven. We cannot get there because of our religious heritage or 
good works. Neither of these things are meaningless, but they are useless 
for salvation.

The next few lessons emphasize the new life in Christ. This new life is 
empowered by God’s Spirit, who has taken up residence within us. We are 
therefore “more than conquerors” (Rom. 8:37) through Jesus Christ, our 
loving Lord. It is only in Christ that we have the power to overcome sin.

Three lessons come from Romans 9 through 11, a section devoted to 
issues related to Israel. The final lessons outline Paul’s current ministry to 
Gentiles and his future plans. Read slowly, study deeply, and reflect often on 
all these lessons to grow strong in your faith.

—John Alva Owston.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the 
Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible 
knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Paul’s personal word in Romans 1:16 
is a motivating statement: “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to ev-
ery one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek.” This powerful 
statement showed that Paul’s heart was 
devoted to the gospel.

Although most born-again believers 
agree on the importance of sharing the 
gospel, many of us would admit that 
we do not always feel very motivated 
about it. We sometimes let our fears 
get the better of us. Often we feel inad-
equate in sharing our faith. The cares 
and busyness of life can get in the way 
of spending time with lost people. We 
are often discouraged about the lack 
of interest in spiritual things we see in 
our friends and neighbors. How can we 
get more motivated to share our faith? 
How can we put our hearts into it?

Certainly it is important to have a 
grasp of how to do it. But sharing our 
faith is more a matter of passion and 
motivation than it is knowledge. I re-
member when I was a young convert, I 
was sharing the gospel with just about 
everyone I knew at that time, even 
though I had very little Bible knowledge 
and no evangelistic training. Our “MQ” 
(motivational quotient) is just as import-
ant as our “IQ.” We need to work on cul-
tivating a heartfelt passion for sharing 
the gospel. How can we do that?

One thing we can do for sure is to 
begin to pray fervently for the lost. 
Paul wrote about this in I Timothy 2:1-
7. He urged as a matter of foremost 
importance that the church pray for all 

EDITORIALS

Putting our Hearts into  
Sharing the Gospel

Dr. Jeffery J. VanGoethem

(Editorials continued on page 186)

people, understanding that God “will 
have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.”

Are we consistently praying about 
this? Are we organizing prayer meet-
ings in our churches around this 
theme? Could some of us organize a 
prayer effort and just commit ourselves 
to pray for the lost around us? One 
woman in our church organized a spe-
cial weekly prayer meeting just for the 
large college campus near her home. 
As we pray, we put our hearts into 
our supplications and intercessions. 
Before long we should feel a greater 
burden to share the gospel.

Another thing we can do is cultivate 
relationships with those outside of the 
faith. Yes, we need our Christian fel-
lowship, but mature Christians should 
also be giving time to people who do 
not know Christ. Paul was a busy mis-
sionary pastor, yet when we study his 
activities, we see that he and his team 
always went out of their way to spend 
time with unconverted people. Beyond 
teaching and preaching, they made 
time for lost people.

For example, when Paul traveled 
to Philippi, he and those with him 
went out to a certain gathering place 
and spoke to people they met there 
(Acts 16:13). He did the same thing 
in Athens (17:17). This kind of thing 
may take some sacrifice on our part, 
but real contact with spiritually needy 
people can be very motivating. 

It is interesting that Paul usually 
worked with a team. Often it is helpful 
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ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout the 
whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have a 
prosperous journey by the will of God 
to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spir-
itual gift, to the end ye may be 
established;

12 That is, that I may be comfort-
ed together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you 

ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes 
I purposed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even 
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, 
and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.

LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

NOTES
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Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17 

Related Scriptures: I Thessalonians 1:1-4; I Corinthians 1:18-24;  
Galatians 3:10-14

TIME: a.d. 56 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16).

Exposition: Verse by Verse
PRAYERS OFFERED

ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

Introduction
Of all the epistles of the Apostle Paul, 

Romans is considered the weightiest. 
It sets forth the gospel Paul preached 
in a clear and systematic manner.

Romans is the first of Paul’s epistles 
in the New Testament, which might 
give the impression that it was the 
first to be written, but it was not. 
The arrangement of Paul’s letters is 
more about length than date. At this 
time, Paul was on his third missionary 
journey.  

Concerning the origins of the church 
in Rome, we have few details. In all 
likelihood, the church was founded by 
Jews converted in Jerusalem on Pen-
tecost (Acts 2:10). The many greetings 

Paul sent members of the congregation 
indicates that he was personally ac-
quainted with a number of them (Rom. 
16:3-15). Presumably, the number of 
believers in Rome was rather large, at 
least in terms of what may have been 
typical in New Testament times.

LESSON OUTLINE
 I.  PRAYERS OFFERED— 

Rom. 1:8-10

 II.  PLANS ANTICIPATED— 
Rom. 1:11-13

III.  PREACHING VALIDATED— 
Rom. 1:14-17


