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LOOKING AHEAD
This quarter is titled “Learning to Honor God,” and we learn how to honor Him 

from seeing how His people Israel learned (or failed to learn) this vital imperative. 
Honoring God cannot be done apart from obedience to Him, and the obedience 
that honors God is the obedience of faith. He is not interested in outward expres-
sions of duty that do not spring from the heart.

We start in unit I, “Beginning with Obedience,” with three lessons on how 
God’s people began their journey. Lesson 1 looks at the call of Moses to 
deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage and how he learned to obey that call. 
Lesson 2 covers the instructions God gave His people for the first Passover 
and stresses how important it was that they remember this great event for all 
generations to come.

In lesson 3 we see the people of Israel promise their obedience to God in 
response to His making a covenant with them. It was a promise that was soon 
broken, and this would happen over and over again through their history, but God 
never broke His promises to them or abandoned His covenant.

With lesson 4, we begin a new unit, “Obedience in Worship.” We cannot wor-
ship God rightly without true knowledge of who He is, and Israel was given a 
spectacular (though distant) glimpse of His power and glory.

In the days that followed, God built on what he had revealed by declaring 
His underlying requirements (lesson 5), providing instructions on building a 
place for His holiness to reside safely among them (lesson 6), showing how 
their sinfulness would be covered in the Day of Atonement (lesson 7), teaching 
them to honor His holiness with their offerings (lesson 8), and ordaining festivals 
in which they would remember His goodness to them and rejoice before Him 
(lesson 9).

The final unit, “Obedience in Society,” shows how honoring and obeying God 
affects our day-to-day living with one another. Treating everyone with justice and 
truth (lesson 10) matters greatly to God. Honoring Him by setting aside the day 
He ordained for that purpose (lesson 11) is equally vital. Loving our neighbor is 
at the heart of living in obedience to God’s law (lesson 12). And although we do 
not observe Sabbath Years or Jubilee Years as Israel did, lesson 13 drives home 
the truth that God owns everything. We are responsible to Him in how we use 
what He has given us.

—Kenneth Sponsler.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the 
Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible 
knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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We all have been told on ample occa-
sions that biblical obedience consists 
in always doing whatever God says 
without question or hesitation. We all 
have also been adequately warned that, 
because of our fallen condition, perfect 
obedience is a practical impossibility. 

This is where the gospel comes in. 
The gospel bridges the yawning abyss 
that separates God’s perfect standard 
of righteousness from our woeful in-
ability to perfectly obey Him. Christ 
died to atone for all our sins as well as 
credited us with His perfect righteous-
ness. It is Christ alone who saves us 
from the wrath of God, which each one 
of us so richly deserves.

But where does this leave us in terms 
of practical, everyday obedience to 
God’s commandments? For although 
Christ’s perfect righteousness indeed 
saves us from God’s wrath, the Scrip-
tures explicitly forbid us from using 
this as a license to sin (Rom. 6:1-2). 
Moreover, the writer of Hebrews ex-
horts us to pursue personal holiness 
(Heb. 12:14), and James warns us to 
be doers of the Word and not merely 
hearers of it (1:22). Yet Paul acknowl-
edges that there is a war being waged 
within us; we so often are unable to do 
the things we know we ought to do, 
and we instead do what we know to be 
wrong (Rom. 7:14-24; Gal. 5:17).

To complicate matters even further, 
we are warned against the dangers of 
legalism. This is obeying God’s law 
with the intent of gaining favor with 
God, as if we could earn salvation 
through our own efforts (Rom. 3:20; 
Gal. 2:21; 3:10; Jas. 2:10).

So, what is the role of obedience 

EDITORIALS

The Obedience of Faith
John M. Lody

(Editorials continued on page 186)

in the Christian life? How can we be 
doers of God’s Word while avoiding the 
pitfalls of legalistic pride and self-righ-
teousness? How do we win the war 
that rages within us?

The first step is found in Galatians 5—
walk in the Spirit (vss. 16, 25)—the Holy 
Spirit, that is. We must rely on the power 
of God’s own Spirit to enable and em-
power us to do what we are incapable 
of doing on our own. If we try to obey 
God’s commands in our own strength, 
we will always fail miserably (John 6:63).

Fortunately, if we have truly trusted in 
Christ as Lord and Saviour, we have the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within us. But this 
does not mean that we will automati-
cally obey God perfectly 24/7/365. We 
must pray for the Spirit’s guidance, His 
filling, His empowerment to obey. We 
must also know what God requires of 
us by becoming familiar with His written 
Word, the Holy Scriptures (I Pet. 2:2; 
John 17:17).

But we must do more than immerse 
ourselves in the Word; we must be will-
ing to have God’s Word applied to our 
everyday lives by the Spirit’s power. 
Otherwise, we fall again into the trap 
that James warned us about, being 
only hearers of the Word (1:22).

But what is the difference between 
genuine Christian obedience and le-
galism? Where can that line be drawn 
biblically? 

Once again, the difference is a spir-
itual one. Christian obedience is moti-
vated by love and gratitude toward the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Since He is our Lord 
and Saviour who died to save us, we 
love Him supremely for His generous 
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LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Scripture Lesson Text
EXOD. 3:1 Now Moses kept the 

fl ock of Jethro his father in law, the 
priest of Midian: and he led the fl ock 
to the backside of the desert, and 
came to the mountain of God, even 
to Horeb.

2 And the angel of the Lord ap-
peared unto him in a fl ame of fi re 
out of the midst of a bush: and 
he looked, and, behold, the bush 
burned with fi re, and the bush was 
not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burnt.

4 And when the Lord saw that 
he turned aside to see, God called 
unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Here am I.

5 And he said, Draw not nigh 
hither: put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the 
God of thy father, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his 
face; for he was afraid to look 
upon God.

7 And the LoRd said, I have sure-
ly seen the affl iction of my people 

which are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry by reason of their taskmas-
ters; for I know their sorrows;

8 And I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land and a 
large, unto a land fl owing with milk 
and honey; unto the place of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and 
the Amorites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry 
of the children of Israel is come unto 
me: and I have also seen the op-
pression wherewith the Egyptians 
oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I 
will send thee unto Pharaoh, that 
thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Israel out of Egypt.

11 And Moses said unto God, 
Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring 
forth the children of Israel out of 
Egypt?

12 And he said, Certainly I will 
be with thee; and this shall be a 
token unto thee, that I have sent 
thee: When thou hast brought forth 
the people out of Egypt, ye shall 
serve God upon this mountain.

NOTES



BURNING BUSH

EXOD. 3:1 Now Moses kept the 
flock of Jethro his father in law, the 
priest of of Midian: and he led the 
flock to the backside of the desert, 
and came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb.

2 And the angel of the Lord ap-

peared unto him in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a bush: and 
he looked, and, behold, the bush 
burned with fire, and the bush was 
not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burnt.
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Exposition: Verse by Verse

Introduction
Have you been called? If asked this 

question, many Christians would im-
mediately answer in the affirmative. 
They realize that as God’s people 
they have been called in a number 
of ways (cf. I Cor. 1:2; Eph. 4:1-4; 
Col. 3:15; I Thess. 2:12; 4:7; II Thess. 
2:13-14; II Tim. 1:9). 

Others think of a call only in terms of 
a special call to a special work. Minis-
ters and missionaries often speak of 
their call to service. By this they mean 
that they sense a calling to serve the 
Lord.

To be sure, we have all been called 
to salvation and service. Just because 

we have not had a dramatic experience 
does not diminish our call to serve God.

Sadly, when some of us are con-
fronted with opportunities to serve the 
Lord, we begin looking for excuses, as 
Moses did. If the Lord calls you to do 
something, it is not because He cannot 
find anyone else. Rather, it is because 
you are the very person He wants at 
that particular moment.

LESSON OUTLINE
 I.  BURNING BUSH—Exod. 3:1-3

  II.  HOLY GROUND—Exod. 3:4-6

III.  ISRAEL’S CRY—Exod. 3:7-12

Lesson 1

Obedience in Leadership
Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:1-9; Judges 6:11-16; I Samuel 15:10-26; 
I Chronicles 17:1-14; John 17:1-5

TIME: 1445 B.C. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Israel out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10).


